
ROUSE SIMMONS - CHRISTMAS TREE SHIP 

Newspaper Articles by Date: 

1. 11/30/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – November 29th – Rouse Simmons 3 days overdue in Chicago 

2. 11/29/1912 Detroit Free Press – November 28th – Rouse Simmons Overdue 

3. 11/29/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Watch for Lost Schooner commanded by Capt H. Nelson 

4. 12/15/1912 Detroit Free Press – Schooner Butcher Boy overdue – Reference to Rouse Simmons lost with 17 

persons 

5. 12/03/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article – Rouse Simmons overdue – reference leaving Thompson Harbor. 

Captain Scheuneman, Captain Charles Nelson and 14 hands are on board 

6. 12/05/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Christmas Ship Lost on the Lake with 17 On Board.  List of crew members 

including Captain Nelson’s wife. Rumors Craft was Unseaworthy 

7. 12/06/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article – Continued Search for Rouse Simmons – Cutter Tuscarora searched for 

Rouse Simmons  

8. 12/06/1912 Unknown Source - Vessel’s YAWL is Found – Continued search for Rouse Simmons. The Seamen’s 

union asked to have boat sent to Mud Bay or North Bay to see if Rouse Simmons can be found. 

9. 12/07/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Search for Bodies Continue, Sailor’s Union to sell Christmas Evergreens Lost 

from Rouse Simmons. 

10. 12/08/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Schooners Minerva & Arizona captains state weather had been as nasty as 

they had ever experienced, and they declared it impossible that the Rouse Simmons could still be afloat.  Search 

by Cutter Tuscarora continues to find the wreck 

11. 12/09/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Schooner George Marsh and Hossack arrive in CThicago after storm which 

is supposed to have sunk the Rouse Simmons. 

12. 12/15/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI – Revenue Cutter Mackinaw, acting under orders from 

Washington, make search for Rouse Simmons. Possibility that schooner was stranded on one of the isolated 

islands in northern Lake Michigan. 

13. 12/18/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI – Search for Rouse Simmons by Cutter Mackinaw under orders 

from treasury department was abandoned, believed sank with crew. 

14. 04/11/1924 – Two Rivers Wisconsin news article -  Find Relics of Lost Ship – Captain Norman Allie, owner of the 

“Reindeer”, found billfold of Captain Schnemann in nets along with clipping from Thompson Michigan 

newspaper. 

15. 12/19/1971 Escanaba Daily Press – 12/19/1971 – Christmas Tree Ship Wreckage Sighted – Interviews with local 

residents of Thompson – Nels Bouschor, Osborne Stanley & Mrs. Alvin Nelson 

16. Manistique Pioneer Tribune – by Jack Orr – An Unpublished Story about the Christmas Tree Ship Sinking – Letter 

written by late Ernest Williams who cut trees for the schooner and knew Captain Scheunemann 

17. Manistique Pioneer Tribune – Date Unknown – by Jack Orr.  There Were Two Christmas Ships.  An article 

written by Mr. William Griffin in the Chicago Tribune. 

18. The Journal – Schooner Tragedy Sank Old Time Yule Custom by Robert Wells 

19. Unknown Source – Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and Daughter Elsie Take Up Work of Husband and Father 

20. 06/22/1933 Christmas Tree Lady Summoned – Mrs. B. Scheunemann, Well known in County dies in Chicago 

21. 05/23/1913- Unknown Source - From The Dead – Note Supposedly Written by Member of Crew of Ill Fated 

Rouse Simmons, Found.  Here for Trees, Widow of Captain Scheunemann, who was drowned, now conducts 

business. 

22. 11/27/1975 Green Bay Press Gazette - Christmas Tree Ship is now TV Documentary – by Bob Woessner 

23. 5/11/1924 Unknown Source – Wallet of Captain Herman Schuenemann found and delivered to wife 

24. Unknown Source – Letter from Theodore S. Charrney – historical background of Capt. Schuenemann 

25. 12/24/1973 Manistique Pioneer Tribune – Christmas tree ship lies beneath Lake Michigan waters by Katherine 

Lebrasseur 

26. Unknown Source – Newspaper Photo of Rouse Simmons in Sheboygan 

27. 12/04/1975 Unknown Source – Notes on the Christmas Tree Ship 



28. 11/21/1987 Milwaukee Sentinel by Jay Joslyn “Tales, ballads tell story of Christmas Tree Ship” 

29. 11/22/1987 Manistique Pioneer Tribune “Mrs. Harding remembers Christmas Tree Ship well” 

30. March 1977 - Unknown source by Karen Suratt “Bottle washed up on shore with note from Uncle Herman” 

31. 11/23/1989 Milwaukee Sentinel by Suzanne Kautsky Weiss  “Shipwreck” details saga of Christmas Tree Ship 

highlighting Dan Hildebrand (diver) , locations of artifacts 

32. Unknown Source “Hulk Recalls Saga of Christmas Tree Ship” 

33. 12/24/1970 The Mining Journal “Christmas Tree Ship Still Lost On Lake” 

34. Unknown source by Helen Burrowes “Christmas Tree Laden Ship Vanished Into Lake in 1912” photo 

35. 12/12/1971 Milwaukee Journal by Robert W. Wells “ 59 year riddle is Solved” Diver Kent Bellrichard fins and 

films the wreck of the Rouse Simmons 

36. Unknown source “Fate of the Rouse Simmons Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913, IS Sealed In Lake Michigan” 

37. Unknown Date Escanaba Press “Old Timers Recall Sinking of Ill-Fated Ship Rouse Simmons 

38. 12/1967- 1/1968 Milwaukee Sentinel “Yule Tree Ship That Sank in 1912 Still a Legend” 

39. 12/19/1966 Milwaukee Sentinel “Christmas Tree Ship Kin Sought” 

40. 12/24/1944 Chicago Tribune by Delos Avery “Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912” 

41. 6/22/1933 Pioneer Tribune “Christmas Tree Lady Summoned” obituary 

42. 8/1913 unknown source “Voice from Dead” note by Capt. Chas. Nelson found in bottle 

43. 12/22/1966 Pioneer Tribune Letter to the Editor by George Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 





 
 



 
 



 



 
 

 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 





 



 



 
 



 


