ROUSE SIMMONS - CHRISTMAS TREE SHIP

Newspaper Articles by Date:
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11/30/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — November 29" — Rouse Simmons 3 days overdue in Chicago

11/29/1912 Detroit Free Press — November 28" — Rouse Simmons Overdue

11/29/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Watch for Lost Schooner commanded by Capt H. Nelson

12/15/1912 Detroit Free Press — Schooner Butcher Boy overdue — Reference to Rouse Simmons lost with 17
persons

12/03/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article — Rouse Simmons overdue — reference leaving Thompson Harbor.
Captain Scheuneman, Captain Charles Nelson and 14 hands are on board

12/05/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Christmas Ship Lost on the Lake with 17 On Board. List of crew members
including Captain Nelson’s wife. Rumors Craft was Unseaworthy

12/06/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article — Continued Search for Rouse Simmons — Cutter Tuscarora searched for
Rouse Simmons

12/06/1912 Unknown Source - Vessel’s YAWL is Found — Continued search for Rouse Simmons. The Seamen’s
union asked to have boat sent to Mud Bay or North Bay to see if Rouse Simmons can be found.

12/07/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Search for Bodies Continue, Sailor’s Union to sell Christmas Evergreens Lost
from Rouse Simmons.

12/08/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Schooners Minerva & Arizona captains state weather had been as nasty as
they had ever experienced, and they declared it impossible that the Rouse Simmons could still be afloat. Search
by Cutter Tuscarora continues to find the wreck

12/09/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Schooner George Marsh and Hossack arrive in CThicago after storm which
is supposed to have sunk the Rouse Simmons.

12/15/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI — Revenue Cutter Mackinaw, acting under orders from
Washington, make search for Rouse Simmons. Possibility that schooner was stranded on one of the isolated
islands in northern Lake Michigan.

12/18/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI — Search for Rouse Simmons by Cutter Mackinaw under orders
from treasury department was abandoned, believed sank with crew.

04/11/1924 — Two Rivers Wisconsin news article - Find Relics of Lost Ship — Captain Norman Allie, owner of the
“Reindeer”, found billfold of Captain Schnemann in nets along with clipping from Thompson Michigan
newspaper.

12/19/1971 Escanaba Daily Press —12/19/1971 — Christmas Tree Ship Wreckage Sighted — Interviews with local
residents of Thompson — Nels Bouschor, Osborne Stanley & Mrs. Alvin Nelson

Manistique Pioneer Tribune — by Jack Orr — An Unpublished Story about the Christmas Tree Ship Sinking — Letter
written by late Ernest Williams who cut trees for the schooner and knew Captain Scheunemann

Manistique Pioneer Tribune — Date Unknown — by Jack Orr. There Were Two Christmas Ships. An article
written by Mr. William Griffin in the Chicago Tribune.

The Journal — Schooner Tragedy Sank Old Time Yule Custom by Robert Wells

Unknown Source — Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and Daughter Elsie Take Up Work of Husband and Father
06/22/1933 Christmas Tree Lady Summoned — Mrs. B. Scheunemann, Well known in County dies in Chicago
05/23/1913- Unknown Source - From The Dead — Note Supposedly Written by Member of Crew of Ill Fated
Rouse Simmons, Found. Here for Trees, Widow of Captain Scheunemann, who was drowned, now conducts
business.

11/27/1975 Green Bay Press Gazette - Christmas Tree Ship is now TV Documentary — by Bob Woessner
5/11/1924 Unknown Source — Wallet of Captain Herman Schuenemann found and delivered to wife

Unknown Source — Letter from Theodore S. Charrney — historical background of Capt. Schuenemann
12/24/1973 Manistique Pioneer Tribune — Christmas tree ship lies beneath Lake Michigan waters by Katherine
Lebrasseur

Unknown Source — Newspaper Photo of Rouse Simmons in Sheboygan

12/04/1975 Unknown Source — Notes on the Christmas Tree Ship
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11/21/1987 Milwaukee Sentinel by Jay Joslyn “Tales, ballads tell story of Christmas Tree Ship”

11/22/1987 Manistique Pioneer Tribune “Mrs. Harding remembers Christmas Tree Ship well”

March 1977 - Unknown source by Karen Suratt “Bottle washed up on shore with note from Uncle Herman”
11/23/1989 Milwaukee Sentinel by Suzanne Kautsky Weiss “Shipwreck” details saga of Christmas Tree Ship
highlighting Dan Hildebrand (diver) , locations of artifacts

Unknown Source “Hulk Recalls Saga of Christmas Tree Ship”

12/24/1970 The Mining Journal “Christmas Tree Ship Still Lost On Lake”

Unknown source by Helen Burrowes “Christmas Tree Laden Ship Vanished Into Lake in 1912” photo
12/12/1971 Milwaukee Journal by Robert W. Wells “ 59 year riddle is Solved” Diver Kent Bellrichard fins and
films the wreck of the Rouse Simmons

Unknown source “Fate of the Rouse Simmons Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913, IS Sealed In Lake Michigan”
Unknown Date Escanaba Press “Old Timers Recall Sinking of lll-Fated Ship Rouse Simmons

12/1967- 1/1968 Milwaukee Sentinel “Yule Tree Ship That Sank in 1912 Still a Legend”

12/19/1966 Milwaukee Sentinel “Christmas Tree Ship Kin Sought”

12/24/1944 Chicago Tribune by Delos Avery “Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912”

6/22/1933 Pioneer Tribune “Christmas Tree Lady Summoned” obituary

8/1913 unknown source “Voice from Dead” note by Capt. Chas. Nelson found in bottle

12/22/1966 Pioneer Tribune Letter to the Editor by George Matthews
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louez leads in the totals. ' J'rom there
13,935,602 tons were shipped. This
exceeds the previous best mark by

the Missabe dGocks, ‘when 12,600,000
tons -were shipped. .The: best record

of the Great Northern docks hereto-
fore was made last year when they

shipped 9,773,061 tons. : |
With only the- tonnage of. the &ny-q

der missing the Missabe docks have |.

loaded 10,486,625 tonS‘ this year. |
During ‘the month of November the'|

shipments = totaled 1,070,706 tons.|
The shipments for the entire -season
last year were 6,934,269 tons, -

.~ Two Harbors exceeded its Ilast
.year’s shipments by nearly 3,100,000

- tons., With only the one boat to load

% it ‘has shipped 9,370,970 tons. Last

I vear the total ' was 6,417,520 tons.
\Q\ During the past month Lhe shlpments

was 667,010 tons. i

, The Soo shipped 350,000 Lons-this

. year, against 177,000 tons last season.

&

. CHRISTMAS SHIP SAYE. e .
CHICAGO, . Nov. 29.—The gschooner Rouse |

4~ Simmons laden with a cargo of Chrigtmas

) greens, three days overdue heére,’ today was.
o) reported as safe at Bailey's point, 175 miles
Y nortn of Chicago. Word from the schooner
x had been anxiously waited by friends and
\ relatives of its captain and crew  in - view
of the recent disastrous storm which swcpt ,
Lake '\hchlg‘m . . “ ]

- ¥ # b

. MAKES ‘516,000 'I‘Rll" :
Qne of the most attractive cargoes that»
has' gone down the laKe'in years, trom .the
- boat” owners’ wewpomt, was that carried by
the - Mclntosh ' yestexday This boat carried
100,000 bushels of grain at four cents- per
bushcl Thnis includeg. storage for the win
“ter. 'The trip wlll net the boat $lb 000

‘lor the trip. . :

- DETROIT’ I’AbSAGES.
7 2 (News Tribureé Special.)

DLTROIT Mich., Nov. 24.—Up. Caldaera,
8:30 Thmsday nignt; Champlain, 10:45;
Oscoda, 11:20; Gratwick, 12:10 Friday morn-
ing; Lumberman Stanley, Jeanette, 12:20;

OF PIANOS

[ PiAe

Bdngor, 12:80; (,a.lnegle 12:490; Wallw..e WwWe can se
2:30;. Conema.ugh 3; Veronica, 4:35; W L. .
B‘ltzgarald 4.40; 1. 3. Royce, Golden Age,’ have deci

5:50;° Tioga, 7:50; Osborne, $:30; Ralph,

Halold Connelly  Bros., 10: 25,  Agassiz, |
10:45; Barth Filer, Jcnncss 11; Gettysburg,
Melbourne, 2:13 p. m, biena, 3:16; Hen- | B
vovle. 4:10. = 1B
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ldu UV L uaueas.
pt. Halpin wrote a let-
ial, requesting him to
a ride to Milwauukee.
nking the captaln pro-
e later he returned.
1d refused to honor the
captain was miffed.
pany one better, #o he
er bill and told him to

L exp\eﬂ on Cross ex-
iads. He has dragged

lreds of suspects.

iperé walked into the
1pt. Halpin was dining.
' clothes. His aunt had
e had effected & recon-
er and himself. Young
to show that. also a
t. Halpin cashed the

Was Forged.

he check came back
e pink of the detective
cateh Bpere, but he had
no trace of him.

the reputation of being
:atchers in America.

. J. §. Smith, & quiet,

st a recluse, pastor of
ats church, 110 South
»d a check for $100 for
est looking young man

| cald the policeman had saved him from being

' The motorman was arrested.
‘The automobile had six occupants, none of
whom escaped without serious injury.

BANDIT KILLED BY POLICEMAN.

Unidentified Robber Shot on West Polk
Street by Patrolman
Wallinka.

An unidentified holdup man was shot by
Patrolman Wallinka of Lake street station
shortly before midnight and dled a half hour
later at the county hospital. Wallinka heard
a cry for help and ran up as a man burst
out of an alley at 2859 West Polk street and
started to run. Wallinka fired and he
dropped. Richard Kissane, 2858 West Con-
gress street. staggered from the alley. He

held up.

WATCH FOR LOST SCHOONER.;

Life S8avers Look Out_for Lumber Boat
and Crew Which Were Due
Here Yeosterday.

—

The life saving crew was atked last even-

ing to keep watch for the lumber schoomner-

Evetyn Sinfons, supposed to have arrived here
yesterday ‘morning. No word has been re-
ceived from the -choﬂner since it left northern
Michigan with a ca The beat is com-
manded by Copt. H. N and has a crew of

|-
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ROUSE SIMMONS OVERDUE

CHICAGO Dec. 2 —The )
Rouse Slmm_ons Captain . Herman |
Schueneman, ‘which _was reported

overdue here last week, has not come |
-into thigs port and. anxiety is felt by

Captain Schueneman’s  family,
The Rouse Simmons left
Mich.,

here.
Thompson,
before Thanksgiving day and

was reported from Bailey's Harbor, | |

Wis., Nov. 28, Captain Schueneman,

Capta.xn Charlcs Nelson and 14 hands-
. are on board.

At Captain Schueneman's home here
it was said tomght that if the vesscl

had put into any of the north shore | 4
have | B

ports,
been received.

word from her would:
With a fair wind, -the

run from Bailey's Harbor here should:

be made in 24 hours. There has heen
a heavy sea on the lake."

years -ago, Captain- Schueneman’s
brother, in command of a schooner,
‘was lost with - all hands " on
chhlgan. :
DETROIT PASSAGES
(News Tribune¥Special.) ;
DETROIT Mich., Dec.. 2——Up Du- |
luth, 8:40 Sunday mght Sara.nac, 8:50;
Kensmgton, 9; Oliver, 10:30; Adams,,
10:85; Wilkinson, -10:40; A. E mes,
-12:10 Sunday ' -morning; Granrmar,
12:35; Omega, 2:50; Gouldey, 7:10;
. Langell, Aranac, W. K. Moordg 8:30:
{ Stanton, Ogdensburg, Chicago, 9;
French, 9:30, !
Down ‘Viking, -8 Sunday night;

Neptune, 7:40; Wisconsin, 7:50; Fisher,
9:15; Alpena, 10 50;. H A. Bra.dley, 1:10;
England 1:30; Chill, 2: 30 M. Elphlcke,
2:36; S‘aunders 4:20; G. L. Hutchmson,
4:40; Fltch Maltland 5:30 .
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‘CHRISTMAS SHIP'
LOST ON THE LAKE

WITH17ONBOARD

Annually Tied Upat Clark
Street Missing, *  ~ ° |

HOPE NEARLY ABANDONED

Wreckage and Holiday Breens Re-
ported Washed Ashare Are
the l]/n'l'y. Clews. - .

CAPTAIN'S WIFE ON ILLFATED CRAFT

The three m
‘| loadéa“to" the  gu

cago, Is bell nder;

that thousands of Chicagoans::h
every winter tied up at Clark stre
loaded with Christmas trees.and gréens. -

Grief trenzied relatives of those on boa
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since Thanksgiving: day to:finditr:
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reported that the hatchesiof a’
-large quantity of Christmas gree
washed ashore near Two Rivers. Wi
Pentwater, - Mich. , Still. another’
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five miles from the city. ‘Thiz.could notbe
verified. M
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for Mrs. David. N. Hanson Jr.
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Mra ‘Hahadn farmarlv Mica Sarah Rvalvn

SlleEtS Of Péljer A]l Fl'ﬂnk G tossing waters were as Inscrutably

_Hajicek Needed to Run a
Private Concern.

ol |-tee 163 R TR e the Pl

8O law
::| through the heavy swell that

stricken “ Christmas ship*' had' bee: {
seen. No sign of a sail was in sightiiiThe

a
fo the fate of the schooner as thedull I:rqi‘

clouds that lowered overhead. =/ = % E
© The Rouse Simmons has now been missi

for fifteen days.. It ket £all from Thompson’s
pler, Man{stique, Mich., on Nov:21.' Under: =
ordirary-circumstances it ‘would have made"
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for Mr: David- N, Hanson Jr. .

Mrs. Hanuon. formerly Miss Sarah Evelyn
Hooper of 8510 Lexington avenue, had been
engaged !or] gome time to David N. Hanson
Jr. of 4737 Ell(s avenue. Recently they quiet-
Iy selected an apartment at 6426 Greenwood
avenue. . Papa Hanson joined Mands with
Papa Hooper and they quietly furnished it.

“ Now we've got a home, let's ge - narried
‘In it,” suggested Miss SBarah. * Church wed-
dings are too common; let’s do something un-
usual.”

The prospective husband of the pretty girl
promptly agreed. The Rev. George Burman
Foster of the Unlversity of Chicage was
pledged to secrecy. Half a dozen intimate
friends were Invited by phone té “como
around and look at the new flat.”’

They dropped in Tuesday night. After
looking through the apartment Miss Hooper
suggested they visit the gun parlor. - The cur-
tains were pulled back nd there stood Dr.
Foster, prayer book in hand.

Before the guests had recovéred thelr sur-
prise, they found they were guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Hanson.

Early | yesterday morning the apartment
was dark. The couple were speeding south-
wards on their honeymoon. They will be at
home after Feb. 1.

GIRDERS HIGH UP IN THE AIR
> MADE REFUGE FROM POLICE.

Detectives, Bafled by Ironworkers Who
Thiew Red Hot Boltsat Teamster, Fi-
nally Trap Fugitives, .

Three ironworkers accused of throwing red
hot bolts at a negro teamster led detectlyes
a merry chase yesterday afternoon ubd.the
steel skeleton of the Continental-Commercial
Bank building at La Sale and Quincy streets.
They climbed the steel columns and crossed
fron girders which the policemen dared not
tread. They defied their purauerl to tollow
them,

Detectives Thomas. Flanigan .and John
Lefinon decided to abandon thelchase. They
retraced thelr steps and held a councll of
war.

“I'm a married man nnd 1c can’t afford to
die or I would have chaséd those fellows
into the sky,” declared Flanigan, .

“ Hire an aeroplane,” suggested & work-
man. - .

The detectives decided they would sit and
wait. It was not long before the three fugi-
tives descended, thinking the coast clear.
They gave their names as Harry Junkus,
Orey Llnx. and W. J. Renner.

CAN'T GET INTO. SUIT:. SUES.

Miss Ethel Kirkman Sends Dress to

Cleaner—Shrinks: 80 Owner
“®  Can’t Wear It. ;

Miss Ethel K!rkm#n of Evanston, daugh-
ter of M. M. Kirkman, formeérly vice presi-
dent of the Ch!cub apd Northweste'rh raft-

| returnsd it had shrunk: unul"!
e | abowt’ the walst to bo worn, .

Singer s satd. to'mve ‘stiolled in the cleaning.
:. According 'to Mim Kirkman, she sent the

‘ Binger's answer was thl,t the suit. wu'not'
avorth $65 and thn.t Le was not responsible

I'rivare voncern.

WOMAN DEPOSITOR SUES.

~.The story of how a Chicago private banker
made $60.000 profit in five years by banking
methods which Includé bookkeeping with a
few sheets of paper, :recited yesterday be-
fore Municipal Judge Fake, gives one more
reason for private bank supervision in Illi-
nois.

self, Frank G. Hajlcek, 3341 West Twenty-

sixth street. According to.his own story he
operated his * bank ' entirely on the confl-
‘dence-of his depo&uors Now and then he
admitted there were dlsagreements " with
them:. He addéd all the disag ts were

45/

The story came from the * banker ** him--

pler, Manmlqu‘

the Journey b_ ek
hours. SinceNov. g C
ever has been heard of the craft. N
has been found the !cnkouts on
say positively théy sighted the Christmes
ship.” Its dl.eappea.rance. i it remains a8 .
{nexplicable as It 18 now, bids fair'to become
one of the great mysteries of the great lakea.

Seamen 8till.Cling to Rollpe.A
Chlcaso seamen still cling to the’ hope that
thé vessel may be aficat somewheré far from .
shore. They point out-that nivigation s
lnsed and there'are g few craft ‘on the lake
t‘hm a ship, if disabled, might dritt ‘~hout:to- -
weéks without being sighted. 4 A
‘Faith in this theory. Yesterday Ted th
treasurer of the Chlcago Seamen's \mioxu 0

settled in his favor—until t| week.

Woman Sues Banker..
One of these misunderstandings was the
cause of Hajicek's appearance In'court. Mrs.
Antonle Pospisi], 2858 South Springfield ave-
nue, is suing him for a balance of $500 on a
deposit of. §1,200 which she says she put In
the bank In 1911. Hajicek asserts she dépos-

ited only $300. ’
Haljicek told the court he had gone out of
the banking business and into the real estate

diamond ring.

“ Your cllents consisted mostly- of Bohe-
mians?" Charles F. Lowy, attorney tor Mrs.
Pospisi], asked him,

“ Yes,”” answered the witness.

* They came to you because they‘ had im-
plicit confidemee in you 7"

“Yes.'

“Did you keep any record of deposits
made?' *'

“Tha only record kept was the deposit
slip.”

“ Who made out the deposit slip?”*

“ The man who 4ld the depositing.”

All Settlements in Favor of Bank. -

ings with our patrons, but these cases alweys
were settled in favor of the bank, afid the
depositors accepted the right sum, uceord-
ing to the records kept.” ‘
"' What were these records?’ .
“I kept a sheet of ‘paper and on this meet
we entered the deposits in @ lump wum. .If
the depositors lost their deposit slips,.mwe
had no way ‘of telllng how much the de-
positors had given us.” -
The case will be resumed today.

Frank Larson w::undad ‘as. He !'J.A s
‘from Thief—Three Other::
! Holdups. -

Holdup men were active on thn wnt and

confronted by a negro at South.
avenue and East Twelfth stree
ened at the right of @ revolver, Lay
The robbers shot and wounded him.
J. Manson, 2601 Cl.lumet. aven
up by ‘three ‘men late at
2610 Calumet avenue. They to
- AIdert “Papecky, 4424 Wesl
-M was robbed by two1
-evening at West 'rwenty-ﬂnut.
{fornia avenue. :
John Leltte
ted b

trade. He wore, among other things, a large |

“ We sometimes did have muunderstand-'

THUGS ROB FOUR; SHOOT ONE.'

.of the fall storms.

south ‘sides lut night. Four men ‘reported -
* I'to the police of being robbed.
Frank Lawson, 668 South State street, was

telegraph: to ‘Capt. Berry of the'
re to steam Jut. into the ed
ately in search of the Rotae Simi s Th
Tuscarora started o receipt:of { mel-cn
and !- now covering the course the Ro

masted schooner. dghted ln
Ianee wes the “ Christmas’ Oet
ertalnly has gone tg the bpttoh. No erm
could have continued fong in that part of th
lake without belng seen by passing vessels,

‘Aboard the Missing Craft.

The lone woman aboard the Rouse Btm- = -
mons was the wife of the captain, Oscar Nel- .=
son, who was in command.

The others were:

Capt. Frank Sehuencm-nn, Capt. Nel-
#on's partner in the Christmas _tree ven
ture.

Alex. Johnson, first mate.
Edward Minogue, sallor.
Frank Sobata, sallo
Gearge Watason, sallor.
Ray Davis, sailor.
Counrad Grifin, sallor.
George Quinm, sallor.
Edward Murphy, sailor.
John Horw.nlu,

river front gli‘nl
seaworthy,

itaelf touxh ennu:h “to rwi
It w’
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. master.  He laughed and assured us’
re Was no danger. * The boat is just de-
layed by the wind,’ he sald.
* We weren't satisfied with that. A'nd went
o Oounty Commissioner Harris. , 'He could
‘do. nothing for us. Then we visited a man
mmed Smith in the board of local improve-
mfnt,s fn the city hall. 'He was the only per-
. {san ‘among all_of those we *called on who
“‘Beemed to show the slightest interest in our
grief. . He took ‘us to the mayor’s office.
There one. of the men at the door told us to
*“Come -around tomorrow.’ Think of telling
us to * Come around tomorrow * when those
men might be perishing in the lake at that

moment. Weé never saw the mayor. He
never knew we were outside. We wentaway
cr\ing." >

‘ August Schuénemann, a brother‘ of the

captain of ‘the \Rouse Simmons, fourteen
syears ago-lost his life with a crew of four
-men when he tried to bring to Chicagoaload
of Christmas trees on the two masted schoon-
er Thal. The ship foundered in a heavy gale
oft Gross Point. A few of the bod!es were
washed 'up on the shore.

Tn» Business ‘Many Years.

. .Frank Schunemann and Neison have been
1n the Christmas tree business for many
.years. Schunemann himself has operated
_boats on the lake in that business for twenty-

s EOVEn years. "He and Nelson own two farms
- in Schooleraft county, Michigan. They are
- saving the firs on these tracts, however, and

“*were cutting their trees at a distance from
“their own lands under contract. | Thelr av-
erage load),ot trees was from 300: to 400 tons.

.The Iarger trees were ‘stored on top of the
d&ck in'a boxlike structure and the hold was
med for underbrush and miaterial that was,
‘be m e into. Wredths, ’

,,_Scmm mann- lost one boat before, That
'wa.s the Mary Cullen.. The boat sank, but
{ihe crew was saved. He has salled on-his
Christmas tree voyages in the Maggle Dal,

. the Ida, the Jess!e Phillips, the Truman
Jioas, a.nd the George L. Wrenn. |

“WHO LOST $17,000 IN CASH?
“ owusn WON'T* Gw:E NAME.

"Y7ant'Ad Causes Considerable Specula-
«a: tloni, Ranging from Kirby to Press
o Agent and Stirs Sluuths.

éLRRL‘\ C!'-IDST—TUESDAY NIGHT-EITHER
‘on Twenty-second-st. or on Michigan-blvd., oron
llute-lt .» $17,000. in currency of large denomina-
uom. ‘Wil pay very liberal reward. x.
'rne foregoing ‘‘ blind " ads was Inserted
b Tl—m Tmnuxr.v la.at night by an unijdentified
a.nd wnhln an hour the police were
nx on three different theorles, The

,by & reporter.

y of’ the lost money was uken to the |

“'Ips some of the $1,000 bills that were

SHIE’I‘ SCENE QF
KILLING TO GOURT

Michigan Aqtho_mies- Show |

Jury How H. W. Fisher of -
- Chicago Met Death. -

DIG. UP BIG TREE STUMP.|.

Position of Rifle When Found by

Servant May Determine Fate
of 0. M. Auerbach.

[BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.]
* Baldwin, Mich., Dec. .—[S'peclal 1-A dem:
onstra'tion incourt with the high'power.rifle
with which Barry W Fi:her ot Ch!cnio was'
shot: a.nd kmed waa tho dramn.uo climu ot

came late, in the atternoo »eas o " Al
Sjolden, a cmtsker at the Mer ta.rm and.
now. occupant of the L‘armhousq. wu t.elm’ys
ing regnrding‘ the clrcumat&noel of. '.ht nnd-
ing of Fisher's body and the' rine near lt.
The. rifle and the: atump ot” a tree,” upon
which Auerba.eh l&}" he ph.ced the wea :
‘when it slid off; struck the stump, l.nd accl-
dentally was d!scharxed. ¥illing Fllh_er, yer
in the courttoom Jdn plain’ view of the jury.
Prosecutor B.'N. Sevldge,ot‘Reed City, ap-
podnted by Judge Charles A. Withy to con—
duct -the case for the] state, grabbed the rifle!
and ordered the ‘witness: to: lhow the’ jury

how_the weapon lay witb reterence to Fllh-:

er's body. :

Tolll ot I‘indln Riﬂo. 3

“ The rlne lay at the ltump." said: Sjolden.
Nobodyv hs,d touched: it because e'very ‘one,
was afraid of it. -1 plckw it up; and’ round
the- carmdxe- in it. /'One'- sheu wns emp;,.

”lth b‘ullet hole in tho
right shoulder blade and/
a larger and ‘mgre agged hole In the: left

¥ horlxont:l llne with the hole in

Local Transpo
' most Ta




them -over .into a sort of
rd” class now.
-he boats ' cIeagmg had on
of 230,000 bushels in the
guring flax on a basis of
shel in value,| $2,000 had
Ip as premium.

boats. . ‘'were manifested”
1'to the harbor of Buffalo.
wugh the open ' weather
ted or should ‘there be a
, ‘little shipping would he
2r -after 'Dec. 15. For
ny respectable tonnage
be no profit.

the five lakes after Dec.
e essentially ‘emerging
t those that attempt to
1ort . distance = passenger
freight -schedule. - Those
first class . will head in
1ere until- the ice puts a
The handful in the sec-
/i1l ~also operate as .long-
n be  any justification.
expected that the Booth
. city will keep. its boats|
the hazard becomes too
iy are locked in by ice.
b WP e

JUR LAKE
R MISSING— VESS'EI-

Dec. 5—Search for the
oner Rouse Simmons will
n Lake Michigan tomorrow.
ts-tree-laden -craft report-
sone down’ in {the middle

with-17-persons onl-board, | "

" weeks overdue. but swift
.chts will -leave Chicago
i spréad-out in' fan- -shaped
ep the lake’ for-the miss-
r. for wreckage or boats
ale. of her loss.
wspaper - expeditions .are
make the search. The
tay. out several days or
cessary to make sure.of
the Rouse- Simmons. No |
n received at Captain Her-
nan's- home-here up to a
1ight, and hope is fading
»f. the 'men’ might have
e -in. the -schooner’s - life-
Simmons -went. down as
wreckage found by fish-
ngs'horemen K
‘e men' afloat on wreck-
Jats the rescuing - parties
them before it is too late.

‘FOR NORTH
JRE L S. STATIO S

] MARIE, Mlch Dec. 5
:ates -revenue cutter left
~ith :supplies for the, life
ons_ between White Fish
rand .Marais. Supplies. for
were lost in the sinking
L Shore in November and
ter was ‘available ‘it was
time that station residents
rd pressed. for” provmlons,
vinter - closed.

1s at  Washington for.the
rnment cutters, ~however,
id and -the supplles left

o R S
[-SUPERIOR !{ARBOR
Arrivals.

Goulder. John W.. Moore, J.
{ -S. Wllklnson coal Thomag
A iron. . '

Departures.,
Ainch, S. .8.

Curry,” Sl;é_rq,

posts marking the channel.

CUTTERUNABLETO

FIND SCHOONER|

Tusca.rora s Report Gommdes
‘With - Shipping _ Circles’

Verdict of “'Lost.” ‘il\".

T e———— %
CHICAGO, Dec.  5.—The revenue
cutter Tuscarora, which started ves-
terday .on ‘a sSearch for the schooner
Rouse Simmons, reported by wire-
less this forenoon, that fog over the
lake was heavy and that no trace of
the missing schooner had been found.
Shipping “interests accépted as a fact
the loss of the vessel, with her Crew

of 17 including one woman.
A Jater wireless from the Tuscarora

‘stated that the steamer George. N..

Orr spoken by. the revenue cutter

r_yesterday. reported a few miles south
‘of ' Racine.

‘The Tuscarora visited
the vicinity but saw no wreckageé or
a vessel in distress.

The steam barge " Arizona, bound

from Midland,. Ont:, for Chlcagu with-

lumber, . ‘due’
ing, has not
Oniy “sligh
ever, as the Arizona

here vesterday . morn-
rived: -

is a ‘staunch

‘vessel ‘'well ‘able to weather any ordin-

ary gale. The crew numberg ‘15.
Later Captain Herman Jaenke of

| the George N. Orr e*cpla.ined that he

was mistaken whén he reported hav-
ing sighted the- Rouse Simmons off
Racine yesterday morning. Camain
Jaenke arrived in‘ Milwaukee today
and communicationed - with ma.rme
agents in: Chxca,go. ’

“I heard a bell which seemed to’

be about three miles from shore ‘dapd
I jumped to the- conclusion that it
must have been the“Rduse Simmons.”
said Captain .Taenke ]

“I made this -geport to
Berry: of the Uplited States revenue
cutter Tusearora but the fact is that

i I simply
heard a bell and now I thmk it must
have beeri some of ‘the - lighthouses,

_elther at Milwaukee or- Racine.”’

Find -of Fishermen: -

MANITOWOC, Wis,. Déc. 5.——Miite
evidence tendinz to show the* -schoon-
er Rouse Simmons les at the.bottom
of Ladke Mlcﬁigan off. Two Rivers
Point.: 12" 'miles north of this’ eity,
was ‘brought ~here today by fisher-
men. who in lifting their,nets found.
entangled in.the mesh, several small
particles of Christmas tree tops. The.
find was made by Two Rivers fish-
ermen about-five miles. north.of that
¢ity ‘and the life :saving crew is mak:-
ing.an .investigation in an ‘attempt
to- locate. the wreckage of the miss-

| ing boat.

The Two Rivets statmn crew - na-
trolled 'the lake for 24 hours‘a week
ago -at ' the -time a three-masted
schooner was reported- in distress off
Kewanee and it is believed row the:

.boat- was the Simmons and that she

inedbiness is' fe’lt. how-'

Captain | m

Edward, Logan, Phillip, Clinton, Lew-
is, Esther and Dorothy of thig city;
Mrs. R, W. Borton of Two Harbors

and Garfield and Winfield of Minne- |

apolis, all of whom were wlth him
when he passed aWay- :

was lost in the big sea which was
| raging at that time.

Captain Sogge .6f the Two. Rivers

station is of the opinion that the

boat. with its entire crew 'went.down'|

at this point.

LIGHTKEEPER 'RESIGNS

AT PORT OF GENESEE

CHARLOTTE N. Y., Dec. 5.—William
Smith, for. two years asgistant keeper
of the Genesee light station at Char-
No appointment
The

lotte, has. resigned.
“te the position has been -made.
position pays $480 ‘annually.

kBRGNS
- DETROIT PASSAGES.

(News Tribune Special.) .
DETROIT Mich.,” Dec. 5.—Up: Cas-
talia, 7:20 Wednesday night; Wyan-
-dotte, 10:20; M. H. Boyce, 10:40; Tago-
na, 11; Northern Wave, $:20 Thursday
morning Dunn, 9:30;. Munro, 9:50;
Paris, Mapleton, 10:10;  Kenora, 10:30;
Pope, 10:50; M. C. Smlth 12:40%; 3. C.
Glglchr}st, 12:50; Amazonas, 2: 10; Yale,

Brower, 5 205 - A Upson, 5:25;-
Oglebay, Troyone, 8.
Down: Wilkesbharre, 7:30 Wednes-

day nlght, D. M. Mills, Alexander, An-

derson, 8; Beatty, 8:50; Penobscot, $:30;

BurUnﬁton,

Edw 8, 10:10; Jenks, 8:30 ursday

morning; Lyman C. Smith, 10:10; Con-

Buell,

estoga, 10:30; Australia, 10: 50;
Artnur,

Elearior, 11: 30 Wyommg,

Seotia, 1:15 p. m.; Mohawk, 4:50; W. E.| 3

Reiss,: Wmlupeg. Francomb. Wall,

6:15; H H. Brown,- Buffalo, 715.

Arhngton, 1205 % v ; <
—_ e .

SOO PASSA("ES.
(News Tribune Special.).
SAULT STE MARIE,” Mich., Dec. 5.—
Up: Augustus 10:30 last mght. Iro-
quois, 5 a. m.; Keewatin, 10; C%pa.dlan,

11; Kirby 1 p.m.; Atlkzkan, John
Reiss. 3:30; Muncy, 3
Down: Huronic. last: night; Hurl-

b‘t, ‘Smith, 10; Lackawanna,
m.; Stadaconna 2:30; Heffelfinger, 3;
H ronic, 4; Stormount ~6:30;
unt, 7;:McKinstry, 8;
Rosemount 3:30; Neebing, 5.

TAKING CENSUS IN

‘3 HUDSoN T

From Leshes Weekly .
The “work” ‘ahead was to ﬁnd out

'how many- Eskimos and other hu- _

man. beings lived along the. barren
coast of Hudsons. bay, between Fort
\Churchill. and . Chesterfield -Inlet. It

was’ only' one small end of the giz-

antic census- of ‘all human life in

the 800,000 square . miles of wilder-:

ness and polar barrer “between Hud-
sons bay and the great bear on the
east and west, and the fifty- eigth -de-
gree’ and the Arctic . ocean- on the
north and south. The work was begud
more. than two years ago, but it isn't
completed  yet, except.in the 100,000
squdare ‘milés along. the west shore of
the great bay,

There have been few undertakmz’s
more filled with-the elements of ro-
mance and adventure, ‘of hardship and

the picturesque, than this taking of |

a. census ih a countrv of |avasAry

9:45; Pawnee._ Qrt n, J. R.,

12:40°

Fair- ,
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AUGUSES DOCTOR
IN DIVORCE CASE

Harry 0. Whitlock Tells Court
Dr. €. C. 0’Byrne Called
‘Too Often.

CROSS BILL ON RECORD.

Charges Husband with Plot to
~ Ruin Own Wife and Good
Name of Physician.

" A really truly gdivorce drama, with big
first, second, and third acts and the final
curtaln yet to fall, was staged in Judge
Dever's branch of the Superior court yes-
terday, The plaintiff, who spent most*of the
day on the witness stand, is Harry O. Whit-
lock, .an official in the registry dlvision of
the postoﬂica

The defendant {s Jenle Nickerson Whit-
lock, referred to in the evidence as la wom-
an of surpassing beauty.”” There is a third
person in the sult,” Dr. Charles C. O’Byrne.

The one elde of the story heard so far s
that of the stern husband. The other eide

has had representation only in @ cross biil -

which denies the ugly charges of the hug
band, accuses him of a conspiracy to ruin
the good name of his wife and the big prac-
‘tice of the physicien, and recites numerous
acts of cruelty ‘to the fair Mrs. Whitlock.
‘In one instance, it is related, the husband
‘sj1gmented his bare fistzwith brase knuck;u.

. | Husband Tells His Story.
Whmock said Dr. O'iByrne was first called
"to attend the birth off a daughter.

“ After that the doector kept coming,’” said

Whitlock., H‘e-oaned) about forty or fifty
.ume-

W’hltlock n!d Dr. O'Byrne attended the
birth ot his son {n November, 1911, and the
visits came with increased frequency there-
‘after. Then he came to * the incident of the
gun play.”

e One night I came home for dinner, ' he
said, ** and was struck hy the fact that my
wite was not at the door, as had been her
custom, to meet me. 1 to.\?d her In the draw-
{ng room seated in '« gT 201t chair before

i1ma fire She wore a si¥k negligée costume.

iAle/1 L
ISTILL . NU l( CE UK SHIP |

Relatives of Men .on Christma-s
Craft Yet Hope for Safety.

>

VESSEL'S YA\VL IS FOUND.

Search for Boat in Out of Way Har-
bors Will Be Continued.

. Despite the fact that not theslightest trace
‘was found yesterday of the missing'* Christ-
mas ship "' Rouse Simmons, relatives of the
men. who salled from Chicago on the vessel.
still cling to the hope that it has not been
lost.

Several reports were current that the boat
had put up at a hdrbor from which there
were no telegraphic ‘connections and that it
wag waiting there for ta\ora.ble winds to
bring it to Chicago. |

One of these reports was that the boat is
either in Mud bay or North bay, which is
near Baily's harbor and about 175 miles from
Chicago. The seamen’'s union has been
asked to.have a boat semt there to see if the
Rouse Simmons can be found. '

Tuscarora Search Futile.
The expedition of the United States revenue
cutter Tuscarora in search of the missmg
ship brought no results. The cutter put up

at Waukegan during the morning with the:

report that nothing had been seen of the
“ Christmas ship.” ;
the lake during the greater part of the day
and made searching for the missing vessel
out of the question. ’

A wireless message early in the morning.
give hope that thé ship might be found.
The message sald fhe Slmmons had been
sighted by the steamer George W. Orr three
miles south of Racipe. Investigation of this
report proved it to be groundless.

Ship’s Yawl Found.

A ship's yawl was found toseing in the
waves off Kewaunee which was jidenticalin {-
‘all respects with the single boat carried by .

the Simmons. .The crew of the tow barge
Resumption came into Chicago with a story
of sighting the yawl on Friday.

Beu‘ch for the missing ship will be resumed
today. It is planned to explors out of the.
way harbors into which the ship may have
boen driven elther by unfavorable winds or
by "accident. ; 1 .

TAKES 18 YEAﬂS T0 PROPOSE

James Johnston: Vidt- Bwufpoart
nenalle Sinna 1R04Nnw Wed—

A thick fog hung over |




Sailors “Diniori Pl”ans"" tp Sell
~'Christmas Evergreens Losis
from Rouse Slmmons,

.

CHICAGOARS GIVEUPHOPE
. \ .( - ;
Search for Bodies Continues
"~ Among Drift on Shore at
* ¢ Pentwater, Mich.

Evergreen wreaths gnd Christmas tree’l
 washed ashore yesterday by
Pentwater, Mich., wlll be sold" !
the beneflt of the widows and tnmlhe: of the
crew of the Rouse Simmons. :

The fate of Chicago’s Chrlstmu ship hag |

®een settled definitely in the eyes, of alf lake
n;]ors. Hundreds of unxled; Chrlstmu trees
And evergreen wreaths were strewnlalong the
boach for miles. Driven by the fitty mlle
gale that imperiled scores of ships early in
the mormng. the’ wreckage was piled on the

Life savers. aided by fishermen, aearchcd
&mong th& drift for the body of some member
‘of_the vessel's crew.’ Capty Berry
‘revenue cutter Tuscarora rfdoubled his ef-
Lorts’ more ﬁrml) ta establish the fate of the
‘ship.. Hope was gi
‘ ‘Toembers of the crew. Wives of several sall-
hors visited’ headquaﬂers of the Lake Sailors
union and gave & descnpuon of ‘their hus-
’hnda to Secretary T. A. Hanson,soifa ‘
“found ldentity could be estab
without delay.
X Mrs: Herman Schunemann, wife o‘t tbe cap-
wn'. ‘of .the Rouse Simmons, wm be asked by

of ‘the |

n up by the familiés of |

myrou st u' Misp Ellen . MgWeeny. I
askid“the president of the civil service com-
m!nton about her claim to be on the payrold

told me nothlng

Declates Greer Wu Evuiw.
" Greer answered my letters regarding the

4 i county hospital el«e»ator operators, the: two

chauffeurs, and tpe fireman
evasive manner. I'wroteito:

e commission

for more definite Information and recefved it
.immediately from Commiﬁioners Tatge and
Fechter. -3
“ Chiet MdWeeny pald me a friendly canl
He remarked: it was merely a.} G
In 3he course of our.brief con- |

yeslerda}'
friendly call.

" When the case ‘of Wittér's dis
appealed to theSupreme court

commxss!on shoum m,ve filled the positi
once xm_«? cerqﬂed :to" the qua
those: nh? pamd he examir

’unty ]

but: rece(ved oni¥k an evaaivc reply which.

™~
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--while heavy and cold winds prevailed. Four :

.

Twm\ be sent to Chlcagb, if'thé-\}}idc{g ‘cons

and wiil be sold by the Lake Sailors! union. «~
- Other Boats Have Trouble.

That any of the cew survived is improb- |

able, according to Capt. Garland of the life
saving station. Ships more seagworthy than
the Rouse Simmons weathered the fierce
storm with difficulty. Much alarm was felt
by .the life savers and shipping men for the
safety of other =hips out in the storm.

The east wind which sprang at night is
expected to cause bodles from the Rouse
Simmons and more wreckage to come ashore.
The hope that some of those on board had
escaped in the life boat was abandoned fol-

. lowing.the flerce gale. Life savers think the
ship foundered near Sturgeon bay. B
The lifeboat carried by the Rouse Simmons
‘would not carry five men in an ordinary
rough sea, according to experienced sailors.
In case of heavy wind and high seas they
thought it not capable of carrying enough
men to manage it. The wreckage and part
of the cargo of the lost shipWhich drifted to
shore caused the shipping-agents who had
planned.to charter a vessel to go in search of
the Rouse Simmons to abandon the plan,

S S

EASTON SAFE; IN DULUTH TODAY.

Duluth, Minn., Dec. 6.—The steamer Eas.
ton of the Bdoth line'at 7 o'clock tonight was
released from the Iroquois reef, two hoursout
of Port Arthur; and proceeded under its own
steam to that port. All aboard are safe. The
‘boat 18 expected to arrive in Duluth tomorrow
afternoon. Since carsy Thursday’ RiRg
the boat had béen fast 6n the rock 3

MANY FISHERMEN LOSE LIVES.

LISBON, 'Portugal, Dec. 6.—Eighty-two
Portuguese fishermen lost their lives-during
& storm this week on the coast of Portugal.
The survivors;suffered severe primdoag_. be-
ing without food or:water for three days,

men became insane, Jumped overboard, and
weredro ned. : . ’

A

BOY,FAILURE IN THETCITY,
' EARNS MEDAL ON FARM.

Chicago Youth Baves Drowning ¢hil
and May Get O;amegiejnewu

" Application has Deen ‘made by “the Big
rother league for a-Carnégie -medal for
2 Year .old John Maliske. ‘While ini the city
the boy was' arraigned in the Juvenile court
several times, but after being placed in the

country he  distinguished himself a8 g lfe
saver. : > 2

** Please sefd me.to a farm Wwith a swim-

Elbridge R. Colby, ditector of th
-Brother league, ‘sent. him “to a farm

C Uccass
that is more g:m Greer does.
‘I had intended to keep McGovern, Bart-
-zen’s ‘secretary. - He seemed ‘to be all right.
Then along comes Mr. Yount with his civil
service claim to the position.

law enforced. If sixty day appoihtge': are
absolutely necessary, we shall have them,
pending examinations; and if the civil service
commission finds that it needs further.time
for examination, I have no objection to re-
appointing men for another sixty days’ job.
But such practices ‘must be held down as
much as possible. There is golng to be no
politics in the service.”

“Greer’s Successor Picked.

Mr. McCormick was asked if he had picked
Greer’s successor. .

-*Yes, I have,” hie replied; “‘but I am not
going to tell you. Comrgissioner Moriarity
picked my man, Hé is a good one.”

The public service comumittee of the new
ccundy board held its first meeting yesterday
afternoon. The principal acfl’[on was the re-
Jection of the bids for the confract for supply-
ing nurses for the county hospital. T
Bartzen's move to let the.contrect to the
lowest bldder arouseéd a storm of pProtest. The
two bids before the committee'were from the

i4noils Post-Graduate and Training 8chool
for Nurses 2nd the Illinois State Assoclation
of Hospital Managers. Mr. McGormick sug-
gested to hold a special meeting next week to
consider the subject. ‘ .
_Citizens interested in the subject, physi-

¢ the Hills,

:delivery’of the: gi
ming hole,”” the boy asked Judge Pinckney |:
“when  appearing the last time. - ! :

clans; and representatives of achiools for

their

Mr, LicCormiek -announced h M s
the ‘'Oak Forest infirmary, and intiteq: the

members of the board to acoompany him,

REFUSED- 19 GIRL CAPTIVES
- MEXICAN REBELS FIRE TOWN

— X

Valle Del Bravo Practically Destroyed
- by Zapata Band—Inhabitants Flse

_ The Inhabitants, ant{cipating
rebels would, wreak vengeance on ¢
to the surrounding hills, leaving th
entirely deserted. T-bgy"a_‘r‘ said to

ing.from cold and hunger. ..

"“The rebels appeared before the
sent a demand to the }

“All 4 want I1s to have the civil'service

by
by

-

wi

alc
his

Ga
8tz
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U nOVHILY DULILI I

heriff Peters Asserts
1(} Girls Need Care.

P

JRE PLAYGROUNDS.

Chance to Enjoy Life, De-
ires the Official.

. )
ill in a state of siege from evil,
uty. of communities constantly
boy and girl of naturally good
affording them wholesome en-
nd recreation, Charles W, Pe-
puty sheriff, told the Irish/Fel-
resterday.
favored extension of Chicago’s
ygrounds system and the public
e those in the parks through-
and the use of public school
al- dances until other halls can

strong plea for positive efforts
>d boys and girls’ from evil"
ich as public dance halls, as
inclined to delinquency and a

1ibes Society’s Perils,

riff Peters said:

1g as It may be, we must con-
er 4,000 years of soclal order
- another, and after 2,000 years
¥, soclety is still in a constant

srrty class is compelled to main-
n by force or threat of force.
ot it, we have only to notice the
s on every hand, the watchmen
en everywhere, the enormous
1ies ,of every nation on earth,
sums of money expended an-
1structing and maintaining safe
s, the highway robberies com-
in the most densely*part of this,
-gest cities in the world.
humiliating part of all is that
sountry on earth do the number
per capita equal those in the
s, and in no other country do the
- the lack of respect for the law
in this country.

furder Record Disgrace.

+128 murders in the United States
o each 1,000,000 inhabitants. In
‘e are seven to each 1,000,000 in-
Che glaring discrepancy of these
sen two naftions so nearly alike
yvernment is a disgrace to a free

$400,000,000 2 year to maintalin
r our criminals. Half a million
ppropriated every two vears by
Iilinols for maintaining its penal

£6,000,000 and $7,000,000 1s ap-
wnnually by the city of Chicago in
; its police force.

Cook county $230,000 annually
ing the Criminal Court buflding,
he state's attormey’s force, the
w Criminal court, the criminal

sy
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CRUSTED WITH ICE:

1 ]
Schooners Minerva and Arizo-
na, Long Overdue, Finally
Reach Chicago.

MARSH REPORTED SAFE:

Captains Tell of Stormy Voyages;
Nothing Heard of Rouse
Simmons.

The lumber schooner Minerva, crusted with
ice, yesterday mornihg made the mouth of
the Chicago river, ten days overdue. When
Capt. James Ellingson, with his six men,

! left the vessel they sald they had seen enough

of the lake for this winter.

Word was given out by the agents of the
George Marsh, another missing schooner,
that it was safe with its crew of seven. An-
other vessel which reached harbor yester-
day was the lumber scnooner Arizona. ;

The captains from both incoming craft
agreed that the weather had been as nasty
as they had ever experienced, and they de-
clared it Impossible that the Rouse Siimmans
could- still be aftost, .

Saw Nothing of “Christmas Ship.”
“The Minerva has salled along the west
shore, the same course on which was the
Rouse Simmons, the ‘Christmas ship,’ but
we saw nothing of it, and I do not expect
ever to see Capt, Nelson or any of his men
agaln. He was a fearless man, and no other
would have stayed in that heavy sea on a bot-
tom like his. But we never will know wheth-
er he had a chance to put to port.”

Concerning the trip of his own vessel, Capt.
Ellingson sald:

Capt. Cornelius McCauley, bringing in the
steamer Carolina of the Goodrich Transit
company, reported that while approaching
Milwaukee on Friday afternoon he passed
a schooner with broken mast and jfb boom,
but apparently able to manage.

This craft is assumed to be the south bound
City of Grand Haven.

Christmas Trees Washed Ashore.

The revenue cutter Tuscarora continues
its search for the wreck of the Rouso Sim-
mons. Evergreen and Christmas trees have
been pulled ashore in the fishermen’s nets
near Pentwater.

The committee appointed by the Lake Sea-
men's union to sell the Christmas trees res-;

widows of the Roure Simmons' crew will
take action tomorrow.

More ships disabled and driven to shelter
by the.storm Friday morning will arrive in
Chicago today. The Cora A, J. V. Taylor,
and tha> John B. left Balley's Harbor last
night. o

1,000 New Pythian Knights.

A class of more than 1,000 candidates will be

[r1&erac

cued from'the lake for the benefit of the' i

2/ G0N
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Testifies Before Grand Jury on
Coloring of Butterine.

STUFF MAY BE POISONOUS.

Asserts Certain Ingredients Are Dan-
gerous to the Consumqr.

Samuel M. Fitch, collector of internal rev-
€nue in the Chicago district, appeared as wit-
ness before the federal grand jury yesterdny
morning and testified to the actions of his
agents in uncovering the alleged $200,000
' oleomargarine frauds.

He said some of his detectives held that
coloring Ingredients might be poisonous.
-Thus far the grand jury.has not been in-
formed as to the pethod by which It is

oleo by artificial’ means,

By the coloring they made the product
closely resemble butter, but instead of pay-
in the 10 cents a pound tax imposed on the
colored oleo, declared it to be uncolored and
paid 3 cent a pound tax.

Frequently manufacturers use olls, which
constitute a natural ingredient of the finished
oleo, and though they may also fﬁmish a

butter color the government finds no objec-
tlon to this practice.

Gas Kills Cattle Show Viaitor,
A defective gas jet is believed to have ¢

the death of Edward L. Schlimmer, a retired r:rl:;::-
of Hamburg, Mich,, who was found dead In bed at
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. S. Colenan
11339 Maud avenue, yesterday. Schlimmer was ci
years old. He was attending the live stock show,
- s oy

claimed the accusedicompanies colored their
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» work of informing Good
mtity and condition of
I was begun.
committee is optimistie.
eums, it Ands only about
#g0 have been taken care
aps 20,000 children whose
Christmas depends upon
the good fellawship of
ve not yet * placed their

lp Fifty Families.

1 groups and organiza-
ge numbers of children.
iting of downtown club-
their intention of caring
The Fifty club, ongen-
d solely for the purpoee
fifty chikdren on Christ-
in its request again this
he ‘‘kide ' back of the

nan of the south side has
of fifteen famdlies. The
ment of the Presbyterian
and the Epworth league
1 Methodist Epiecopal
Yor & good number of chil-

an who takes éne or two
r two families, and sees
nissed on Christmas day,
of the pleasure of good

‘hristmas Needs.
te and said that last year
«d them altogether. S8he
xplained the reason was
such a large family that
Santa Claus of their own.
ters and four brothers,”
oldest is a boy 16 ygrn
14 years old, the next/isa
am 11—then two girls, one
21 a boy 6, then a girl 4, a
le sister Rosette—she in 1l

froma girl in a‘binment

AN
uénd Santa Claus to our
na has been working, but
- papa has been sick for
There is nobody work-
iter, 14 Years old. She
.. Thereare five children
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SCHOONERS WITH SAILSTORN | ARRESTED ON BA
REACH CHICAGO AFTER STORM. | aiiwsukes Man Sov
Weight Ohecks by

The George Marsh uu!,‘ﬂ’nmoh m nosha Oonoern,

ed Lost, Finally Dock and Report
Narrow Escape.
Ice coated and with masts broken andsalils
torn, the sohooners George Marsh and Hos-
sack'arrived in Chicago yesterday. Thecap-

voyage in fifteen years. The ships were te-
ported missing in the storm which & sup-
posed to have sunk the Rouse 8immons.

had been out nineteen days. Difring the
storm. Friday morning the foretopsail was

‘carried away and the jibboom was snapped

off.

man Olsen was forced to put in at Ege Har-
bor. During the trip the Rouse Simmona
was not sighted.

condition. Capt. Peter Peterson said the
Hossack was caught in the flerce gate Fri-
day morning and the topsall was torn awey.
The ship could not make headway and was

- carried for several hours with the storm.

After much difficuity it reached Bailey’'s
Harbor.

When it was sighted from Chicago yes-
terday the tug Waukegan started out to tow
it in to dock. The lake was too rough, and
the tug was forced to turn back.

After waiting three houms'the tug was able
to reach the ship and tow it in.

BOTTLE TRAVELS | FAR AT SEA

Trrown Into ‘Kid-Athnﬁc Twenty-
. three Years Ago, It Turns Up in
North Pacific.

Beattle, Wash., Dec. 8.—A bottlie contain-
ing a momle purporting to have been cast

the liner ' Ruda.
was pickediup a I

twenty-thres years &go,
w days ago near the mouth

af OnMila Yuta

talns of both ships reported the roughest-

i The George Marsh arrived at 8 o’clock. It |.

Unable to weather the storm, Capt. Her- ‘

The Hossack arrived In & partly disabled

ovcrboord in midatlantic by a an on

IMiver. thirty miles south |

Kenosha, Wis., Dex
Benesch, tressurer of
& Co, {n Milwaukee, °
urday night and held
an employé of the Co
peny to falsify weight
up & cash pond of §70C
B e T
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BALL
'S GILBERT

sws Tribune.)

2. 14,—A very
of basket ball
en the Gilbert
0l teams last
m proved its
£ the visitors
3. The teams
n size, but the
in speed and

py throughout
stice to them-
ball.
follows: For-
yrarity;. center,
e and Kovach.
feree, Schram-
timekeepers,

AUX_IL;ARY'

{ews Tribune.)
Dec. 14.—The
:e8 held an ‘“‘at
ir Knights and
[. O. O. F. hall
evening, which
The following
yut: ‘

e, Lady Com-
n. response, Sir
iano solo, Miss
solo, smelected,

Georgé B. Ra-
» Hunt; speech,
Powl; music by
sh Rir  Knight

LEAVES TO LOOK FOR

ness in Sight IOr NexL dpLing wwo--~
well for ap increase over this year’'s
record. ' L .

THE ROUSE |
' Dis/i=

(News Tribune Speciéi.) S

SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich.,, Dec. |

14.—The revenue cutter Mackinaw,

acting under orders from Washing-

ton, left this evening to make search
for the long overdue Christmas trfe
laden schooner Rouse Simmons..
This action is taken under the be-
lief that there may be a possibility

that the schooner was stranded on |

one of the isolated islands in north-
ern Lake Michigan.
will cruise among the islands as long

as possible considering: the“ Ifa,teness-

of the season.

Arrangements were completed to-
day by the Canadian government
whereby the tubs Sabin agd Schenck

‘will continue ice breaking and keep

the channel open until the last boat
hds gonpe through. It will cost $300

per day for the work. Navigation is.

expected to close about :the 18th.

BOSTON IS LAUNCHED.
DETROIT, Mich., Dec. 14.—~The steel
package freighter Boston was success-
fully launched at Ecorse today. The
new steamer is owned by the Western

Transit company of Buffalo and is 370 ‘

feet long with 5,000 tons burden.

MALTA DEPARTS.

The Malta departed early this morn-
ing for Port Arthur in tow of the
tugs Salvor and Morrison. The Malta
departed light. The tugs brought the
Malta up here laden with flax. ‘

s = D S
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17.—The search for

-owner of the missing schooner,
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here while the Pickands proceeded
alone, but the

ties demanded an investigation. |

SEARCH FOR THE ROUSE

SIMMONS ABANDONED

"SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich., Dec.
the long
schooner Rouse Simmons with
crew of 15 men,
taken last week by the revenue cutter
Mackinac under -.orders from
treasury department ‘'was abandoned
here today. Lleutendnt - Wheeler,
commander of -the. cutter,.and the
who
l)oat.

Ther

was.
both

aboard ‘the
declared that

gover nment

STORIES THE \\ \N"l‘

From Judge. ,
Wanted—Family automobxl

MDS TE LL.

condition. Speed not a requis
A. Bugg, Box 5. i
(One wed{ later)

‘Wanted—To
machine for fast
Bugg, Box 5.

(The third week.)

Wanted to exchange speedy

about for racer. H. A. Bugg,
(The fourth week.)

Wanted—Car capable of 50 miles an
hour. Have slower car and some-cash.
H. A. Bugg, Box b.:

(The fifth

Wanted—WI{I1

property and speedy

trade

runabout H_

run-
Box b.

weelk.)
exchange
car for

residence

capable of developing over a mile a
minut( 1. A. Bugg, Box b,
(Thd_sixth week.)
Wanted—Will exchange fast motor
car, slightly damnaged, for professional
services of first-class surgeon. H. A.

Ruegw. Box b.

government authori-.

lost -

"which - was under-

‘the -

in" their opinion
“the schooner became waterlogged and
rsank with her crew.

four- paxsengu =

. < 0"

machine
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ons, Community and Rotary
‘Clubs To Combine To Devote
The _Week To lnterestsh_Of

1in the nets of the thlug tug

FIND RELICS OF LOST bHIP

The first renuhle {rice of the - fm-
ed schoonery .‘1555)%.\%!1":4" which
i%-hellevedto have been”TosT off I'wa |
‘Rivers Point.on Novewber 23, 1)135; il
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OSBORN STANLEY and Mss. Alvin Nelson look over a scrapbook of articles wrilten
About the “Christmas Tree Ship" which Mrs, Ne

's sans have compiled. Staniey is
holding a sketch which both former Thi lents remember. (Daily Press

'Christmas Tree Ship’
Wreckage Sighted

News that the wreckge of

been found off Two

oo of
Michigan, The diver, G.
Belirichard of
came the first

A report

otographed the wreckage
the pame of the ship
visiable in movies they took.

ristmas
the schioonier’s hold.
ost_everyone knows,
the Rouse Simmons sailed from
Thompeon Harbor, about seven

Fate
Shoved along by what was
rapidly becoming le, the

, Wis.,
with distress signals fiying, the
Coast Guard station at Two
Rivers was notlfied and sent a
84-1 power launch to assist
rescue crew set off in the
bllzzard and searched for five
[hours before the smow slacken:
ed  momentarily they
sighted the Rouse Simmons.
‘|| ‘Accordin,

10 be scen again until
over a half century later.

1071,
~ Berly n

{en on a page from the ship's
log, it read:

the “Christmas Tree Ship” has
Rivers,
Wis, revives a fayorite Christ-

and
is clearly

|lives at 107 S. Second St., was

i)

Kent.
Milwaukee, be-

in the Milwaukee
id_that

NELS BOUSCHOR who was
line man cn the fug which
pulled the schooner (nto Lake
Michigan as she began her f}I-
fated journey to Chicago with

Chrisimas trees for
ihe 1912 Yuletide celebration,

loaded on the ship.
“On the afternoon the Rouse.
Simmans left Thompson, about

bor and into the lake for about
a mile.

“The’ captain had been walt—
Ing around for three or four
days before Nov. 22, affer his
ship was loaded, He said he was
waiting for & ‘fair wind’ to help
him to Chicago in good time.

He was a good and experienced |

sailor , . .. when he took his
ship out that day, sbout 2,000
trees were in the hold and Jash-
ed to the deck.
3 Crewmen Out
“The night before the ship

)
sailed, three of the erew quit
because they saw rats leaving ||

the ship. One of the fellows
who quit was mamed Salior
Jack and T knew him pretty
well*

Bouschor’s  statement about
three crew members quitting Is
substantiated by Osborn Stan-

Thursday, Leaking bad. Tngvald | soric

=nd Steve fell overboard Thurs-
day. God help ue

A
‘The authenticity of the mes-
is questioned since ft was
mever shown to the captain’s
widow, Barbara, for her exam-
ination. A second message in a
| bottle was found 15 years Jater
and fs also viewed with skep-
sm,

message was |
first mate,

. second
“Nelson,
read:

“These lines are written at
d

10: B
"ln ¥o down
southeast of Two Rivers pof
between 15 and 20 miles off-
<hore. All hands lashed to one
{line. Goodby.

However, no doubt is express-
o about a wallet identiticd as
Capt. Schuenemann's, which

les
int,

the | Was cast ashore and discoverd [law would

on Apnl 23, 1024 near Two |
Rivers. The wallet was wrapped |
with oilskin and rubber bands |
and some of the papers inside
were still legible. |

The fate of the ship and its
#1-year old captain has etways
fascinated any one hearing the
Sory and particularly three
Maristique residents who re-
member the captain and his
|now G W
Bouschor Line Man

Nels Bouschor, a
Thompson resident who mow

a line man on the “Cisco,” the

|Iot of ‘trouble

Ew
a bad storm was coming and
that the ship shouldn't leave.
After the theee seamen quit,
the captain tried to get replace..
ments but none of the Thomp=

ship, When she salled,

a crew of about
Stanley, wk

Manistique

, she had

seven.

uesd to haul to Chicago,
Deer Dumped
“The captain used to buy deer
o take back to Chicago and
would hide the deer amongst
the Christmas trees, One Year
Fe told us he got word, when
be stopped in a Wisconsin port
on the way to Chicago, that the
rd bis ship
around Mibwaukee to search for
deer. He dumped all the deer
overboard and saved himself a
because, sure
enough, they did search the
ship,

pson. =

ing for the fellow who had sold
him seven or elght barrels of
apples,  Wealthies, they were,
the best and would keep good
all winter. The captain
& surprise when be opened the
barrels in January.”

Stanley said he worked for
the captain’s widow, Mrs. Bar-
bara  Schy

1|

1 the former Manilla Heuska
of Thompson, alio remembers
the ship and its captain.

“My ()htl (the late Judge John
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npubllshed sfory‘dbou't the

Christmas Tree Ship sinking

We've all heard the story of the
““Christmas Tree Ship” and how she was
lost with all hands while carrying her
Christmas cargo from Thompson to the
Chicago market in November 1912. The
story has been written many times, in
publications all over the country, and
there has been some speculation that
some of the “human interest” tales
connected with this episode in marine
_hlsmr_v may have been invented by
ingenious writers.

For example, the following message
was reputed to have been washed up on
the shore, written on a page from the log
of the Rouse Simmons and enclosed in a
bottle:

““Friday. Everybody goodbye. | guess
we are all through. Sea washed our
deck load over Thursday. Leaking bad.
Ingvald and Steve fell overboard
Thursday. God help us.”

Historical Society

sees Anderson slides.

*’From Snow to Snow'’ was the theme
of Olive Anderson’s beautiful colored
slides of the Steuben Lake area that she
showed to members of the Schoolcraft
County Historical Society on Thursday
evening in the Manistique School Public
Library.

Mrs. Anderson also autographed
copies of her new book ‘Seeker at
Cassandra Marsh’’ that has just been
published.

President Norma Johnson announced
the following memorials for the building
fund had been received: Frances Beaton
for Imogene Herbert, Gertrude Overton
for Hollis H. and Maria Overton, Paul
Hanson for Charles & Myrtle Hoppins,
Signy Steen for Rev. Otto Steen, Elsa
Wahlin for John Creighton Family (Alex
G Qanttl Mre lacen Archeu for _lasse

InGonnection, with our recent story
about the famous Christmas Tree Ship
and how she was lost in a storm in 1912,
someone has brought us a newspaper
clipping about Capt. Schuenemann, in-
cluding facts about his family, that ap-

s
Memories
and Myths
of the Good Old Days
by Jack Orr Y

This message does have the ring of
truth about it and may actually be
genuine, but some that were published
subsequently would lead one to wonder
whether the crew spent their last hours
writing messages instead of trying to
stay alive.

At any rate, the letter that follows
affords a little background to the circum-
stances surrounding this tragedy and as
far as we know has never before been
published:

“The first | ever knew of Captain
Herman Schuneman was when he sailed
the Mary Collins high and dry on the
limestone shore, one-half mile East of
Little Harbor. How this all came about
was, at Thompson they always had a
light on the South Dock to guide naviga-
tion. The pilot on the Mary Collin said,
“There’s Thompson’’, and steered
directly for it. The light happened to be a
kerosene lamp lit in an upstairs window
in a log cabin one-half mile East of Little
Harbor. The Mary Collins was a sound
schooner, and Mr. Carrington, the pop
man from Manistique, tried in vain to
refloat it. | used to see teams with blocks
and lines go through Thompson on their
way to Little Harbor. Mr. Carrington
suffered quite a loss in this venture.

Cap Schuneman hired other boats to
carry on his Christmas tree trade, then
finally came upon the Rouse Simmons, a
three-masted  schooner owned by
Captain Nelson. Captain Nelson and wife
who did the cooking for the crew were
always on the boat.

| worked in the woods northeast of
Thompson on what we called the ridges,
cutting trees and carrying out to a road,
where John Fregale with one horse
hauled them out to the railroad. {

| worked with two sailors, John Dall
and Hogan Hogensen, Hogie was 3
happy soul and kept singing all day, but
the only song was,

‘Ve vere sailing down de lake

De vind vas blowing free

It vas on a trip to Buffalo

From Mil-vau-keel
Over and over, all day long.

One Sunday we loaded a flatcar with
trees and took them to the boat. Cap.
Schuneman had other sailors up the
DSS&A (Duluth, South Shaore and
Atlantic) who were gathering trees and
evergrens. They shipped down two
carloads, to my knowledge.

Cap bought lots of evergreens. They
were tiad in bales, firmly pressed, from 23
to 40 Ibs. One young fellow brought Cap
a bale that seemed too heavy, so Cap
shook it and out dropped scrap iron. Cap
cheerfully told the lad to bring greens but
leave the scrap iron home. A woman
who gathered mud with her greens got
the name of Mud Hen. Cap every year
used to get the tallest Christmas tree that
he could find, and present it to a leading
theater in Chicago. They in return gave
him a season’s box for his family and
friends.

One year he got a 35-ft. balsam and my
father Levesett E. Williams lengthened
the reach on his wagon and hauled the
tree to the boat. Father also hauled many
evergreens to the boat for peaple.

Cap used to deck over the ship with 1 x
12 x 16-ft. hemlock boards (shiplap)
about 7 foot high, then when he reached
Chicago he would install stoves and
sewing machines and hire women to
make up evergreen wreaths, etc. Simon
Bouschor, a retired lake captain, had a

very accurate barometer and his son,
Simon Jr., who had a business in
Thompson, had it. Shortly before Cap
sailed for Chicago (on his ill-fated voyage

st bt 2 onkat

' Both los;‘ on Lake Mlchlgdn
There were two Christmas ships

“Shinny,” which was a rudimentary form
of hockey and played about the same
way. We used to take great care each
year to select just the right kind of curved
cedar root for the stick; and a tin can
sefved as puck. We'd give a lot to be able
1o do it all again!

peared in the Chicago Tribune, written
by William Griffin.

Although we don’t know the sources
of Mr. Griffin's information, his account
provides details regarding the Chicago
end of this seasonal enterprise that add
to the human interest surrounding this
tragedy. And, of course, the mission of
the “Christmas Tree Ship” and senti-
ments of the Christmas season lend a
poignancy to this episode unmatched in
most other marine tragedies.

The following excerpts are not strictly,
speaking Manistique history, but do
“round out” the story: A

“It was in 1887 that. Capt. Herman
Schuenemann of Manistique, Mich., and
his brother, August, brought the first
boatload of Christmas trees from the
northern tip of Lake Michigan to a river
dock on North Clark Street.

“The evergreens, tied in stacks that
covered the decks of the two-masted
schooner, had been cut by the
Schuenemanns and their crew in the

“The lake journey was hazardous -
five sleepless days and nights battling the
wintry elements -- but safe arrival
ensumed a welcome from that first year.

“Christmas trees were not readily
available in the Chicago area. With the
massive influx of Germans during the
latter half of the 19th century, the
demand for Christmas trees here
boomed. Land transportation from the
north was poor, and the Schuenemann'’s
venture was an immediate success, Not
only could customers get trees, they
could have the fun of selecting them on
shipboard.

“The ship’s arrival became an annual
social event. Whole families came to

A family could take home a six - or
seven-foot tree for 75 cents or so. Some
trees 20 feet high or more were never
sold; they were given away -- to Chicago
churches and orphanages.

“Then, in 1898, nature extracted the
first full measure of the brothers who
trafficked in trees and good cheer. While
Herman was at home caring for the
family. lumber. business, August Schue-
nemann and his crew of four died when
their boat sank in a bitter storm and the
loosed Christmas trees floated to shore.

“The next year, Herman Schuene-
mann resolved to carry on the tradition
and even to expand it, purchasing a lar-
ger, three-masted schooner, 127 ft. long.
For a quarter of a century the business
continued, with Capt. Herman and his
boat, the Rouse Simmons, becoming as
much a part of the Chicago Christmas as
Santa Claus. But in that 25th year dis-
aster struck again, with even greater

i nistique. fury.
forests,perind et g r’YSchuensmann had waited out a long,
severe storm before leaving the Michigan
port of Thompson with 50,000 trees and
17 other men aboard ship, in 1912. Out
on the lake, the Rouse Simmons became
weighted down by sleet and snow. It
never made shore again.

“It is believed the men lost their lives
on the third day after setting sail. Exactly
what happened will never be known, but
a note later found along the Wisconsin
shoreline
mann's last record: “'Friday -- everybody
goodbye. | guess we are all through. Sea
washed over our deck load Thursday.
During the night the small boat was
washed over. Leaking bad. Ingvald and

fishermen on the Wisconsin side of
lake would become entangled with the
remains of aimless evergreens.

“So Christmas, 1912, was a time of
sadness for those who awaited the ship
in Chicago....and for the widow of Her-
man Schuenemann and her three young
daughters.

the

“But in 1913 Chicago had a Christmas

bara,

was apparently Schuene

d Thursday. God help

meet it. Those whose ti
coincided with the crew's dinner hour
were customarily invited to dine on board
as well.

e

S.

hopping time Slgyelell

."The eighteen bodies were never re-
covered, but for months after the nets of

and he

tree ship once more,
bara Schuenemann, who in 1897 had
first joined her husband’s crew for the
holiday venture. Actually, the trees were
transported by rail in
bad weather. But in Chicago they were
taken aboard a schooner for sale at the
accustomed place on North Clark. Bar-
Schuenemann,
“Christmas - tree  lady"; ~carried on the-
family tradition until she was old and
grey. Some years the trees arrived by rail,
others by ship. In 1921 the ship she had
chartered sank in Lake Superior during 3
storm just before she was to receive it.

“After her death in 1933, her daugh-
ters maintained the business for a few
years. And then there was no more
Christmas tree ship, though there was no
shortage of trees - evergreens brought
by truck and train, and their new syn-
thetic counterparts in lightweight carry-
home boxes.”

We hadn't known before that there
were actually two ships lost in this ven-
ture; or that the family carried on until
1933. Maybe some of our readers with
long memories can verify this.

Since writing last week about the old
skating ponds we used to frequent,
someone reminded us about the games.
we used to play on the ice. One was
“Pom-Pom Pullaway,” in which two
teams gathered at opposite ends of the
rink and then skated toward each other
attempting to reach the other side with-
out being tagged by a member of the
other team. It ended up with one kid left

sometimes this lone skater could outwit
several opponents. The other game was

chartered by Bar-

1913 because of

dubbed  the

Department

wnrs

was the winner. Amazingly,

Workers who quit
must wait 2 months
~for food stamps

Under a proposal made by the u.s.
of
wage-earners who quit their job without
good cause would find their families ineli-
gible for food stamps for two months.

Monroe Woods, the midwest regional

administrator of the department’s Food
and Nutrition Service (FNS), which ad-
ministers the program, explains that “the
proposed regulations will ensure that an
able-bodied heads of households cannot
quit a job in order to start receiving food
stamps. The proposal implements a pro-
vision of the Food Stamp Act of 1977."

Woods said the new rule is consistent
with the desire of President Carter's ad-
ministration and of Congress to assure
that families not in need of food stamps
not receive the benefits while doing more
to get food stamp assistance to those
who truly are in need, such as the elderly
and the working poor.

The proposed rule is published in
today's Federal Register (November 21).
Comments should be sent to Nancy
Snyder, Food and Nutrition Service, U.S.
Department of Ag: icull i
D.C., 20250. The deadline for receiving
comments is Dec. 21, 1978.
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OLDER RESIDENTS will remember
the Coffey fish tugs and this is a good
shot of them, the Anabel on the left and
the Alice C. on the right. They were
steam powered and for their day repre-
sented quite an advance over sail for

YTy

An improvement over sails

greater safety for the crew. Note the
built-up deckhouse on the bow for
protection from the weather. This design
has been modified over the years in order
to lower the center of gravity and reduce
rolling, and also to reduce wind

their greater as well as

The photo was lent by Alice

Modders, whose mother was a (Zoffey
and who therefore comes by her name

naturally. See this week's Memories
column for some details on the {'amous
“Christmas Tree Ship.

- J.0.) Sam told him that the barometer
was ‘way low and falling, and he better
wait. My father told Cap that he would
never make that trip by water, but to go
by rail. Cap said he wouldn’t miss that
trip for anything.

Nov. 22, 1912 was the last of the
Rouse Simmons, Mrs. Schuneman came
to Thompson for several years and
shipped trees and greens by rail, but this
work is for a man. She felt that people
were taking advantage of her. She told
me that Hogan Hogensen who went to
Chicago by rail after he saw the rats
leaving the Rouse Simmons was killed in
a saloon brawl.”

The letter was written by the late
Ernest Williams.

P

OUR REQUEST FOR A photo of the
Gifford was answered by one of our
readers. The Gifford, as you may recall
from recent columns, was Manistique’s
steam tug, handling any and all marine
chores of our port and sometimes even
venturing out into the lake to bring the
lumber barges into dock. We can't ex-

Agriculture, primary

Deadline approaches for
applications to service academies

The deadline for those northern Michi-
gan young people who are interested in
itti ications for i to
U.S. Service Academies is Oct. 31,
Congressman Philip E. Ruppe announc-
ed today.

Ruppe said any youth between the
ages of 17 and 21 is eligible for the class
which will enter July 1979, provided he or
she is a legal unmarried resident of the
11th District. ~Those interested in
applying should write Congressman
Ruppe at 203 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.

nominated to four of the service
academies--Military (West Point), Naval,
Air Force and Merchant Maririe. Those
who are interested in the Coast Guard
Academy are encouraged to write
directly to the Director of Admissions,
United States Coast Guard Academy,
New London, CT 06320.

Ruppe also mentioned the Great Lakes
Maritime  Academy (GLMA) which
prepares young men and women 1o serve
as officers aboard Great Lakes vessels..
Those interested should write the Dean
of Admissions, Northwestern College,
1701 Front St., Traverse City, M| 49684,

The candidates most qualified will be

Novembe

Davidson.

Thompson A\

By Charlene Turek 341-6188

r 30, 1978 The Manistique Pioneer-Tribun
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plain how her home port came to be
Thompson, unless that was her port of
origin or maybe the home port of her
builder or original owner. Notice the
heavy towing bits at the after end of the
deckhouse. The people on the deck are
Ruth and Ellen Sandberg,

and a Mr.

Kaukauna Wis.

Spending a few days visiting relatives
in Manistique and Cooks were Ernest
Bockney of West Bend, Wis, Mrs.
Gaylord (Kathryn) Morse of Fond du Lac,
Wis,, and Mrs. Maynard Morse of

Saturday with their brother and his
family, the Harry Hastings.

iving dinner guests of Har
and Elaine Hastings were: her sister and
family, Helen and Martin Cousineau, and

family, Bruce and

They visited here last Cousineau.

son Skeeter; the Hastings daughter and

Rita Rossier and

children Noelella, Becky, and Brucie; and
Nani Rubick, all of Manistique. Also at
home were Noel Hursh and Boyce Binky

Martin and Helen Cousineau are fixing
up a place to put their trailer home on the
ry Harry Hastings farm on the corner of the
Stanley home. They will move as soon as
the new place is ready.



»:crew to: wntness her passing,
Trouble Anead -

""That crazy Dutchman's

going out in this," he yelled
‘above the wind. "And him

L")

w oo

Age has somewhat deteriorated this photograph of the Rouse Simmons

SRS Sty

2C 'Von of the Mtlwaukee Public lerary

SChooner Tragedy Sank
Old Time Yule Custom

By Robert W. Wells
of The Journal Staff

When the "Rouse Simmons" went
down with all hands during a storm in
1912, hundreds of Chicagoans who had
planned to buy their Christmas trees
from its captain had to make other plans.

Last week, after 59 years at the bottom
of Lake Michigan, two of the trees ar-
rived in Milwaukee, proof that the wreck-
age of the "Chrlstmas Tree Ship"" has at
last been found.

The finder is a Milwaukee diver, &
Kent Bellrichard, 2570 S. Kinnickinnic
Ave. Diving alone off Two Rivers several
weeks ago, he swam down to the wreck
of the three masted schooner, the first
man to see it since it disappared while a

Cost Guard crew was trying to reach it _

and rescue the 16 to 19 persons aboard.
Since then, Bellrichard and John
R. Steele, board chairman of ‘the First
National Bank of Waukegan, another div-
ing hobbylst have filmed the wreck.
Its name is clearly visible in the movie
they made nearly 180 feet below the

lake's surface, proving that a report of
several years back that the Christmas
Tree Ship had washed ashore at Luding-
ton, Mich., was in error. )

Of the hundreds of vessels that have
perished in Lake Michigan, the Rouse
Simmons is one of the best known for
several reasons.

The Mllwaukee built schooner was one
of the last of the cargo carrying sailing
ships that had once been the Great
Lakes' principal mearis of transport.

A painting of the Rouse Simmons by a
Milwaukee artist, Bob Heuel, is used on

checks of the Marine National’ Exchange '

Bank, spreading its fame,

Besidegs, the story of its d1sappearance
with a hnstmas tree cargo has been a
favorite of newspaper feature writers in
Wisconsin- and Illinois for years, revived
periodically for the holiday season. -

Beginning in 1887, when Capt. August
Schuenemann first tted up his sailing
ship with its cargo of Upper Michigan
greenery at the Clark St. bridge, it be-

" Turn to Ship, page 4, col. 3
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tain‘S' wallet was found, biit
in pursuing his Hobby of
wreck hunting he: talked to
the son of the man who dis-

covered 1t.

Dy a uauu vialuncu LUE'.
horn and the two trees.
. Last week, Belirichard pre-
“sented: one of the trees to
John C. Geilfuss, president.of
the Marine National. which
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From page 1
S

side.
Joined by Brother

August was soon joined by

his brother, Herman, and
when August went down
with a shipload .of trees in
1898, Herman carried on the
family business. By 1912,
when the Rouse Simmons.dis-
appeared, the habit of buying
Christmas trees from the
Slchuenemanns was 25 years
old.

Other lake captains had
followed the brothers' exam-
» ple and Milwaukeeans of 60

or 70 years ago-also got their

trees from Wooden ships
moored in the Milwaukee

River. But by 1912, the day

of the commercial sailing trip
was about over and the
Rouse Simmons was the last
or one of the last to carry
trees from the northwoods to
Lake Michigan ports.

Built in Milwaukee

Herman Schuenemann had

bought this.schooner in 1910.
It had been built three years
after the Civil War by Allan,
McClelland & Co., a Milwau-
kee shipyard, and named for.
a Kenosha merchant,

The Rouse Simmons was
127 feet long and 271, feet
wide. She carried three
masts, fore and aft rigged,
and by the time Schuene-
mann set sail 6n;Nov. 22,
1812, from Thompson, a few
-miles west of Manistique,
Mich., the schooner was a
veteran of 44 years spent °
mostly in the lumber trade.

The hold was crammed full
of Christmas trees and others
were lashed to the deck. The
trees had been’ growing in
cutover acreage left behind
by the lumberjacks who had,
nearly denuded northern
‘Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan of the virgin pines.
| Forecasts Ignored

. Aboard the Rouse Sim-
mons was a crew of seven,
along with perhaps-a dozen
lumberjacks who were hitch-
ing a ride south to spend

Christmas in Chicago. Hop-

ing to deliver his trees by

Thanksgiving, the 41 year old

skipper - ignored threats of'
heavy weather and set out on
what was ‘usually a five day

| trip. .

As the 'schooner headed
south, . she was sighted bya.
steam tug that was hauling
another sailing ship,into
Manistique ‘to. e s.c.a pe the
storm. 'D.@xn 15 Gallagher,

.skipper of the tug, called his

icrew to witness her passing,

] Troudie Anead
""That crazy Dutchman's

going out in this,"" he yelled

‘above the wind. '"And him

with every inch of canvas

up!"' ; o

. - Shoved along by what was

rapidly”becoming a gale, th
1nn

Cimmana mad B | P

Sltrmons Made
Jo0 17/ /S /a//

Sunday;

December 5, 1971

me a pleasant annual cus-
/tom for Chicagoans to buy  the skipper was a skilled sail-
their yule evergreen at dock-

T

dawn of the 23rd, No one can
know exactly what happened
aboard the old schooner, but

or and by now it must have
been obvious to him that he'd
made'a mistake in setting
out. o .

Some historians believe
that he was trying to reach
safety in Baileys Harbor. If
S0, a sudden shift in the wind
and a quick drop in tempera-
ture spoiled the plan,

A blinding snowstorm be-
gan, Even more seriously, the
water washing over the ever-
greens lashed to the deck was
freezing into ice. |

Ice Adds Weight

Contrary to reports at the
time, Bellrichard's ,and
Steele's explorations ‘of: the
ship indicate that she wasnot
overloaded. But the ice that
formed in the trees both
above and below deck must
have weighted many tons,
adding a burden that proved
fatal, N

The Rouse Simmons - was
sighted o f f Kewaunee, dis-
tress signals flying. The
Coast Guard station 'there
‘called coastguardsmen at
Two Rivers, where a 34 foot
power launch was available,

The: rescue crew set off in
the blizzard, For five hours
they were buffeted without
seeing_the ship, But then the
snow slack d arily

heading toward Chicago with
her Christmas cargo.

The povrer launch hurried
to the rescue. But then the®
blizzard began in full fury
again, the ship disappeared
in the swirling flakes, never
to be seen again—never, that
is, until Kent Bellrichard
found her. X

There are a hundred other
wrecks in the vicinity of
Rawley Point, seven miles
north of Two- Rivers, Bell-
richard said. The names of
most of them have long since
been forgotten. =

But the Rouse Simmons
seemed to rest unea:ge{ hper
grave. Only a few W af-
ter the sinking, what Seérfied
to be a message from her
dead captain floated ashore
in a sealed bottle.

“Everybody Goodby""
Written on a page from the
ship's-log and signed by Her-
man Schuenemann, it read:
""Friday. Everybody good-
by. I guess we are all
through. Sea washed over
our, deck load, Thursday.
Leaking bad. Ingvald and
Steve fell overboard Thurs-
day. God help us."'

For reasons now unclear,

| the skipper's widow was nev-

er shown, the note and there
have been doubts of its au-
thenticity. There is even
more skepticism about anoth-
er in a bottle that

and there she was in thedis-
tance — sails ripped to rib-
bons, hull and rigging cov-
ered with ice, riding low in'
the water with the waves®
breaking over her deck, still

.peared.

did not show up until 15
years after the sh_ip"cgsap-
e
This one was ostensibly
signed by Nelson, the first
mate, and read: ''These lines

are written at 10:30 p.m.
Schooner R. S. ready to go
down about 20 miles south-
east of Two Rivers point, be-
tween 15 and 20 miles Joff
shore. All hands lashed to
one line. Goodby-"!

Whatever the status of
these bottled dispatches may
be, there seems no doubt
about a find made near Two
Rivers on April 23, 1924. It
was identified as Capt.
Schuenemann's wallet,
which .had been sealed
against the weather. When it

* washed ashore, some of the

papers inside were still leg-
ible. .
Hobby Pursued

The captain's widow "had
continued to sell Christmas
‘trees in Chicago each year,
but after her death in 1933
the last link with the Christ-
mas Tree Ship days was bro-
ken. % F

Bellrichard, a high frequen-
cy sound technician at the
Ladish Co., was not born un-
til 18, years after the cap-
tain's wallet was found, but
in pursuing his hobby of
wreck hunting he:talked to
the son of the man who dis-
covered it.

Albert Lee of Two Rivers *

remembered - the incident. As
a retired fisherman, he had
also heard tales of how
Christmas trees from the
‘'wreck had clogged fisher-
men's.nets. He had some no-
tion about where the ship
might be found, as did others
whom Bellrichard consulted.
Meanwhile, the Milwaukee
diver got interested in explor-
ing another. wreck in the vi-
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Wreck of Old Schooner Found Off
Two Rivers

“Ginity, the steamer Vernon,

which went down with a loss
of 50 lives in October, 1887.
He made dives to explore this
wreck, some with other di-
vers. 05 it 4
Search for Simmons

Late in October, he bor-
rowed Steele's boat. to visit
the Vernon. The banker was
busy elsewhere so couldn't
come alon g. Steele's boat
was equipped with more so-
phisticated sonar than that
‘aboard Bellrichard's smaller
craft and when the Milwau-
keean couldn't find the buoy
marking ;the Vernon's posi-
tion, he.decided to go hunting
for the Christmas Tree Ship.

'] put the sonar transduc-
er in the water and started to
chrug north to.where I
thought the Simmons might
be,"" he said last week. 'l
kept ‘searching for about an
hour. No targets showed up.

"The poat turned broad-
side and, as I was drifting
northwest, I got a signal on
the sonar. It sounded like a:
big school of fish.

Y] put her in gear and
made one pass over the top.
It had started to blow pretty
fierce out of the southeast
and it took over two hours to
get the grappling hooks to
hold so I could go down.""

Descending into the murky
water, Bellrichard was able
to identify the wreck as a
schooner. It could be the Sim-
mons, but he couldn't be
sure. While he was exploring
it, his light went out.

Considering the weather”’
and the fact that he was"
alone, Bellrichard ‘decided::
one dive that day was.:
enough. When he came back,
Steele joined him. On the
third- dive, they discovered
the schooner's name on the
quarter boards, just above:
the gunwales. near the back
of the ship. >

Mystery Ends
When their light picked
out the letters that spelled
"Rouse Simmouns," they
knew that the fate of the
Christmas Tree Ship was no -
longer a mystery. Crowded in
its hold were the remains of .
hundreds of Christmas trees
that had never reached Chi-
cago's Clark St. Bridge. £

The divers brought up a
number of artifacts — a
china bowl with the letters,
"RS," a hand cranked fog-
horn and the two trees.

. ‘Last week, Bellrichard pre-

sented: one of the trees to

John C. Geilfuss, president of

the Marine National, which

will display it in its lobby
starting Monday. In view of. -
all the exposure the bank has
given the Simmons on ‘its
checks, the diver felt the Ma-
rine National was one place
where a bald Christmas tree
would be appreciated.
Meanwhile, there are thase
two salvaged Christmas trees
just in time for the current:
holiday season, but 59 years
too late for the Chicago chil-
dren who kept looking for the

Christmas Tree Ship's ape

pearance so the 1912 festivi-

ties could begin. :



THE CHRISTMAS
TREE SHIP

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and
Daughter Elsie Take Up
Work of Husband and

IFather. —
1973

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and
daughter Elsie who has been in the,
vicinity for some time buying and
"shipping Christmas trees to Chicago |
left for that place Saturday after |
Ainishing up the season’s work. ‘

Ever since the death of her hus-
{band, Mrs. Scheunemann has fol-|
lowed his work, which our readers:
will remember came to an end by the |
wrecking of his boat on the return
to Chicago when he ‘and the crew
perished.

“The following article accompanied
by an illustration of Miss Elsie
Scheunemann, appeared recently in
a Detroit paper:

The “Christmas ship” has reached
Chicago on its annual visit, but now
it is in charge of a woman instead
of Capt. Herman Scheunemiann, who
for many years brought the cargo of
Christmas trees and other greenery
30 delight the hearts of Chicago chil-
ren.

Miss Elsie Scheunemann has  in-
herited her father’s love for the
work, and since he was lost three
years ago, when the “Christmas
ship” and its cargo and crew were
lost in Lake Michigan, she has car-
ried on his work of bringing trees|
from the woods of northern Michigan |
to this city.

“Oh, it is splendid!” she exclaimed
yesterday when the C. H. Hackley
had docked at the Clark street bridge.
“I really don’t know which I like bet-
ter, the lake or the woods. Mother
and I go out into the forest and. di-
rect the cutting of the trees, and we
go up and back in the boat—though
of course Captain Sullivan, my fath-
er’s old friend, directs the sailing of
the ship. . 4

“And the crew is splendid, too.
Why, we made this last trip in only
14 days from the northern Michigan




“CHRISTMAS TREE
~ LADY” SUMMONED

‘Mrs. B. Schuenemann, Well
Known In County, Dies

|
i In
% o 733
| Mrs. Barbara Schuenemann,
‘who gained the title of “The
|Christmas Tree Lady” following
the tragic death of her hushand,
Captain Schuenemann, when the
Rouse Simmons sank in Lake
{Michigan some years ago, died at
{her home in Chicago last week.
[Captain Schuenemann came to,
| Manistique and Thompson for!
NGt . many years and took loads of
Mrs. Sigrid Harding ?ChriZtﬁms trees to Chicago. Mrs
;Schuenemann continued the busq
liness after her husband’s death
rand on her frequent visits here
Emade many friends,
! The Chicago Tribune cuirried =
{picture of Mrs. Schuenemann and
ithe following ascount of her
:(Ieath: ) i
| “Mrs. Barbara  Schuenemann,
“The Christmas tree lady,” died
isuddenly last night in her home at
{158 Tugenie street. Death was duve
i {to heart disease.
i | “Mrs. Schuenemann was the
. |widew of Captain Herman Schu-
5 :enemann, who brought Chicago its
first boatload of Christmas trees in
‘51887. In 1912 Capt. Schuenemann
jwent down in a terrific lake storm
las he was Dbringing a cargo of
| Christmas trees to Chicago on ihe
{Rouse Simamons.
i “His widow continued his work,
Itaking the helm of various craft.
{to bring trees to the city each
I Yuletide for many years. Since,
11925 trees have been brought by
'freight cars to her warehouse,
v “Mrs. Schuenemann is survived:
{by three daughters, Mrs. Elsie
‘Ruberts, Mys. © Hazel Gronemarn.
jand Mrs. Pearl Ehling, and two
{grandchildren. TFunerar services
iwill be held Monday morning in
iSt. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
ichurch.”

hicago

|

s

The Rouse Simmons sank in a Lake Michigan storm off Two Rivers Point in 1912.
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Tales, ballad tell story of Christmas tree ship

By Jay Joslyn
“This is the tale of the Christmas
hip

That sailed o'er the sullen lake,
And of sixteen souls that made the
trip,
And of death in the foaming
wake.”
Vincent Starrett

Vincent Starrett’s many-quatrain
“Ballad of the Christmas Ship”
appeared in the Chicago Daily News
to memorialize the loss of the Rouse
Simmons in a Lake Michigan storm
off Two Rivers Point on the night of
Nov. 22-23, 1912,

For 28 years the family of Capt.
Herman Schuenemann, who went
down with the Rouse Simmons, took
Christmas trees to Chicago to sell

The anchor of the Rouse Simmons, retrieved in 1972, is part of a
memorial located at the entrance of the Milwaukee Yacht Club.

— Sentinel photo by Richard F. Bauer

from the Clark St. Pier. After the loss
of the Rouse Simmons, the captain's
widow continued the Christmas tree
service until she died in 1933.

In 1972, divers retrieved the
anchor from the Rouse Simmons
wreck on the lake bottom. The
anchor has been incorporated into a
memorial at the entrance of the
Milwaukee Yacht Club.

Over the years the Rouse Simmons
has been remembered in articles,
stories, songs, pictures and an
imaginative television film.

The Press of the Rampant Lion at
5358 Bloomingdale Ave., Chicago, Ill.
60639, will commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the Rouse Simmons’
loss by producing an album of 20
post cards including six cacheted
post cards mailed on the anniversary
dates from the Michigan towns
important to the Christmas ship
story.

The Rouse Simmons deserves all
this attention. The Schuenemann
family's activity was more than a
business. It was a seasonal tradition
that deserved remembrance.

However, the Rouse Simmons was
not the only Christmas ship. There
were at least three other fishing
schooners involved in the trade and
one of them disappeared in a cloud of
mystery.

According to Great Lakes
historian Walter Havighurst, among
the schooners that reefed their sails
to hazard the deadly November
storms to carry Christmas trees from
the Upper Peninsula to Chicago,
Detroit and Cleveland were the
Rouse Siminons, the Charles Hackley
and the Thomas Hume, owned by
Hackley Hume of Muskegon, Mich.

The Schuenemann family obtained
the Rouse Simmons and the Charles
Hackley and began its own
Christmas tree service in 1887.

In 1898, Capt. Herman

The Rouse Simmons

Schuenemann's brother August, in
the Charles Hackley, was lost with a
load of Christmas trees just as he left
the Schuenemanns' home port of
Manistique, Mich.
The mystery involved the Thomas
ume.

The Rouse Simmons, under the
command of a Capt. Dane, cleared
Chicago harbor one autumn
afternoon in 1882 for a run across
the lake to its home port in
Muskegon. There was a light breeze
and Capt. Dane reported later that 20
ships had been sighted in the

sank in a Lake Mich

oi o >

Chicago-Muskegon lane that night.

Nevertheless, the Thomas Hume
and the Rouse Simmons separated
during the night and the Thomas
Hume was never seen again.

For several seasons the owners
sent Capt. Dane to ports of call
seeking information about the
Thomas Hume. His quest was
without success.

For a time lake harbors were
abuzz with the speculation that the
crew had captured the Thomas
Hume, changed its riggings and

i

igan storm off Two Rivers Point in 1912.

continued to sail on the lakes.
However, families of the crew
continued living in Muskegon and the
missing men never returned.

Mrs. Schuenemann continued the
Christmas tree tradition by bringing
the trees from Thompson and St.
James, Mich., by rail and
transferring them to a showcase
schooner at the Clark St. Pier. She,
her two daughters and other women
from the Upper Peninsula ran the
shipboard sale and added to their
stock by weaving evergreen wreaths
and festoons.

I



Christmas
cont.

Continued from Page 1A

Mr. Anderson harvested would-be
Christmas trees and sold them to the
captain to take to Chicago. Ander-
son often madc the voyage himself.

"My dad used to run  lumber
camps up ncar Moran and Shingle-
ton," Mrs. Harding said. “He cut
timber for the Chicago Lumber
Company.

“Dad uscd to hire men that used to
come here with Schucnemann's
Christmas Tree Boat. He hired them
and they worked in the camps,” Mrs.
Harding said.

The Rousc Simmons' yuletide
route was a boon 1o the Manistique-
arca economy. Christmas trees had
to be selected and harvested, then
hauled down by rzil or wagon to the
waiting ship. Women and girls
wrapped and tied the trees in bundles
10 protect the branche:

"I helped wrap the big pieces of
tar rope to keep the limbs from
breaking,” Mrs. Harding said.
“Many a time I've helped with that,
when | was just a kid."

As the populurity of the Christ-
mas Tree Ship grew, scwing ma-
chines were loaded on o the ship so
women could mazke wreaths on the
spot in Chicago.

On Nov. 22, 1912, thc Rouse
Simmons was ready lo sail, that
time out of Thompson, despite
protests of sailors and Capt. Nelson.
‘The ship reportedly was already car-
rying some 50,000 trees, about
twice its normal load.

Yet the boat weited for more trees
to come, silling at Thompson's dock
number 15, A counmy historizn said
every ship that left out of that dock
unk with loss of lifc.
here were two  carloads of
Christmas trees thal were coming
from up near the Soo (Sault St
Marie, Mich.) znd they dida't get
here in ttme,” Mrs. Huarding said.

“So Dad said he'd stay here and
sce that the curs were shipped to
Chicago. And was all the trees
she had that

Those two
Chicago, acc

Manistique Pioneer Tribune

Mrs. Sigrid Harding

The rest is, well, history. Mrs.

and her daughters con-

tinued to bring trees f[rom Michigan
by rail.

Gradually Lake Michigan gave up
hints of the wreckage -- rotting
pines for morc than a decade,
Schucnemann's wallet in 1924 and
also in 1924 a skull suspected to be
that of-a Rouse Simumons crew mem-
ber.

Reports say it wasn't until Octo-
ber, 1971, that the wreckage was
found off Two Rivers Point. The
craft was nearly intact with name
boards up and the hold filled with
rotting pincs.

Mrs. Schucnemann and her daugh-
ters continued the family business,
selling the trees nostalgically from
a docked ship until no more ships
were available. Mr. Anderson con-
tinued o help them.

“He used to go down every yecar
and help her with the green stuff,”
Mrs. Harding said.

The family sold trees until 1933
when Mrs. Schucoemanao_died.

dated Nov. 22 1987

Stories about the Rouse Simmons
arc as varicd as thcy arc many this
time of year. Somc accounts claim
that Captain Schuencmann's wife had
no trees at all to scll in 1912 after
the ship went dewn in a storm. Oth-
crs claim that Mrs. Schucncmann
used another that year.

Sigrid (Anderson) Harding of
Manistique will tell you differently.
It was her father, Peter Anderson,
who helped Mrs. Schueacmann sell
two carloads of trees that year,

Sunday, Nov. 22 will mark the
75tk anniversary of the final clear-
ance of the Rousc Simmons, the
magnificent schooner affcctionately
known as the Christmas Tree Ship.
Yearly the ship docked at Manistique
Harbor and was loaded with Michi-
gan pines for Chicago buyers.

The ship, Chicago-bound and
loaded with Christmas trces, was
partially owned by Captain Herman
Schuenemann. The ship went down
in a storm in the vicinity of Two
Rivers, Wis., taking with her the
lives of Schucnemann, about 15
crew members and the wife of
Captain Charles Nelson, Schuene-
mann's partner and also partial own-
er.

The Anderson family knew the
Schuenemanns well. Mr. Anderson
provided the caplain with trees and
Mrs. Harding as a girl helped annu-
ally to buadle the trees together.
The caplain and his wifc made their
home with the Andersons when they
were in Manistique.

The Schoolcralt County Historical
Society interviewed Mrs. Harding,
who is 96, last ycar. As Mrs. Hard-
ing talked about her life, the story
unfolded of her family's connection
to the Rouse Simmons.

Mr. Anderson came from Sweden
with his wife, Charlotte, and their
two oldest children and scttled in

Thompson. They hud five more

children, Sigrid being the fifth of

the seven. Mr. Anderson worked as

Mrs. Harding remembers
Christmas Trée Ship well

a surveyor -- known as "timber
cruisers” then -- for the government
and later took orders for enlargement
pictures.

When Sigrid was nine, the Ander-
sons moved into a house on the
corner of Chippewa and Otter in
Manistique. The Andersons let
rooms to boarders, including Cap*

Mrs. Sigrid Harding and her first born, Herbert, in 1910,

tain Schuencmunn and his wife, Bar-
bara.

When the Rousc Simmons was|
docked at Manistique Harbor, Sigrid
and her mother would walk down thef
railroad tracks to south Manistique,
delivering the Schu ann's mail]
10 them at the harbor.

Continued on page 47
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Bottle washed up on§Ho;
‘with note

By KAREN SURRATT :

i 'El'iza'beth Barerlin
* “doesn’t like: being in the

- limelight.. B ey
In’fact, the 91 year old
resident of Luther Manor
probably would prefer to
blend-quietly into the pas-

_ tel“surroundings of the.

immaculate nursing home .

where shé lives.

She politely'tol‘d report- ,‘

€rs at a récent showing of
‘‘The Christmas . Tree

Ship” that, “I don't like all - {
of this notoriety, I'm not -

used to it.”

Elizabeth Barerlin is the '
only known living relative |

of Capt. Herman Schuene-

mann, | the . master - of - -

cargo schooner that -has
come to be known as “The
Christmas Tree Ship.”

The . ship, -whose" real - ™
name is the' Rouse .Sim- ,

mons, sank-with its entire
crew in the icy waters of

Lake Michigan in 1912... r v
: " tap her lightly, as it was

7

The ship was lost for 59 :

years until 1971, when an

amateur diver, Kent Bell-:-

richard, found it‘in deep -

water nine ‘miles north-
east of Two Rivers," . -

WTMJ-TV ‘made a doc.

umentary film about the,

ship and .its sinking.) It ,
tells the story of how the,’

captain- each year -loaded
the ship.in:Michigan with
Christmas trees to sell in
Chicago. It was first
shown to television audi-
ences in November, 1975.

It. was known that -

Capt. Schuenemann had a
living relative in Wiscon-
Sin, but  WTMJ .was un-

Tesearching the film. -

. more than half a century,

the pleasant Mrs. Barerlin
wouldn’t have minded if
she, too, were not espe-
cially noticed among the
other nursing home resi-
dents. S

- But like it or not, Mfs.

Barerlin‘'was the center of -

attention: recently as re-

. porters converged on her.

“Is- this the first time
you've seen' the. movie,
Elizabeth?” “Did

you see
* it before on TV?" Fellow -

nursing home residents °

inquired. A couple of the

.. began, ;

women reached over to

' announced that “the niece

of ‘the captain of the
Chrismas Tree Ship lives

“at our home.”

i “The film was being

- shown to Luther Mangr

residents. i
Mrs. Barerlin, dressed

- in a navy blue, red and

white dress sprinkled.

with diamond and flower :.
. Patterns, sat with hands

neatly placed in the center-.
of her lap 4s the movie

As the film narrator’s
voice ‘announced that

" Lake Michigan::s- “blottom
able to locate .her. while: ;3,205;3"?3";0":5‘ i?}iﬁi
.+ -#./most of us never see from
" ‘Like hér uncle’s sunken .
vessel that'lay undiscov-
ered in Lake Michigan for .

shore,” Mrs. Barerlin 'sat
with tiny feet in navy
shoes placed’ neatly: to-
gether under her chair,

W ;
~ Asked - whether she
remembered anything
about her uncle, Mrs. Bar-
erlin replied, “Oh :yes, I
was 27 years old the year
‘he set sail, so I remember
a great deal. He was my
mother’s brother,” she

“‘continued. “We " thought
-an awful lot of him.”

Mrs.- Barerlin said her

" mother ‘used to “‘make
- Wreaths and gvergreen,

|+ . ' = Sentinel Pho by Ernet . Aeuse
""" ELIZABETH BARERLIN

- in Thompson, Mich., each
year. |
Mrs. Barerlin said she
had been aboard the
Rouse Simmons ‘“‘many,

. many times.”

“I'd even eat on the ship
when it was docked at the
- Clark Street bridge, be-

', cause we used to live in

Chicago.”

During the showing of
‘“The .Christmas Tree
Ship,”\ Mrs. Barerlin's
small hands clutched a
-tiny flowered pouch. She

- ‘opened and closed the lit-

.tle purse several times as
the diver talked about dis-
covering the wreckage of
the ship.-

© “He'll never make it, -

he'll never make it, he'll
never be back in my meat
market again,” the daugh-

« ter of a Thompson (Mich.)
grocer depicted in the film
‘remembered her father
saying as Capt. Schuene-
mann set sail on Nov, 22,
1912,

Mrs. Barerlin clutched
her flowered purse even
tighter as the film’s narra-
tor interviewed people
who remembered “The

Christmas Tree Ship's"”

. last voyage, .
- The -daughtei‘ .of the

ropes’_’“fromvthe\Christmas".;'- Michigan grocer was

trees, which her. Uncle
Herman would purchase

" being _interviewed again
as he,he quoted Mrs. Barer-

LN

e

from Uncle Herman

lin’s uncle replying, ““The
people of Chicago have to
have their Christmas
trees.”

The Rouse Simmons
never made it to Chicago.
The ship was overloaded
Wwith evergreens, and it set
sail during what was
called “The Big Storm” —
the worst they could re-

.member on the Great

Lakes back then.

Elizabeth Barerlin’s
hands began to squeeze
one another, she picked at
her nails and opened her
purse, pulling out a hand-
kerchief that muffled a
quiet cough.

These gestures were in
response to witnesses on
film who recalled a cap-
tain’s pocketbook, Christ-

' mas trees being washed

ashore and a bottle with a
message. )

The bottled message
read in part — “Friday
-+. guess we're all
through .... God help
us.” It was signed “Her-
man Schuenemann.”

The handkerchief came
out of the blue flowered
pouch once more. This
time to wipe at moistened
eyes.

Later,. asked how she
felt about the film, Mrs.
Barerlin said, “It was in-
teresting, but of ‘course it
was sad for me. I felt very
sad because I remembered
SO0 many good things
about him in our home
and in his home.”

She said, “Aunt Barbara
made him promise it
would be his last trip.

“Of course, when he
told us it would be his last
trip, none of us knew that
it really would.”

Mrs. Barerlin remem-
bered when the bottle
Wwith the 'message from
her 42 year old uncle
washed to shore. She said,
“We were all very thank-
ful when that washed
ashore.”

* .- Mrs. Barerlin revealed a

bit of family pride.

“He was really my un-
cle,” Mrs. Barerlin said.
“No doubt about it. I
looked. up my baptismal
records recently and he

‘was listed as my godfath-.

er.,
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Shipwreck

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath
waters of Lake Michigan

By SUZANNE KAUTSKY WEISS
Sentinel correspondent

Two Rivers — The ghost of Christmas past rests beneath the cold,
murky waters of Lake Michigan, about 9 miles northeast of Two
Rivers. . sih

The ghost is the hull of the Rouse Simmons. The Christmas past was
1912.

It was in late November that the 127-foot, three-masted schooner,
also know as “The Christmas Tree Ship,” was loaded down with
evergreens for the Chicago market.

The 7- and 8-foot balsam and spruce trees, cut from the woods
surrounding Thompson in gan's Upper Peninsula, would fetch
between 75 cents and $1 each irom Chicagoans eagerly awaiting their
arrival.

The Rouse Simmons traditionally docked at the Chicago River's
Clark Street bridge, an evergreen tied to its foremast signaling the
start of the Christmas season.

As the crew prepared to set sail that year on the five-day, 300-mile
trip, the skies looked threatening.

Capt. Herman Schuenemann, an experienced sailor who also had a
reputation for being ambitious, ignored storm warnings. He knew if he
didn't get his cargo to market by early December, it would be
worthless. At the last minute, he even added an extra load to the ship’s
deck.

The Schuenemann family had been plying the Christmas tree trade
since the 1880s. In 1910, Herman Schuenemann purchased an interest
in the ship, which had been built in Milwaukee in 1868 by Allan,
McClelland & Co. for the lumber trade.

As other vessels hurried toward safe harbors that fateful day, the
Rouse Simmous, described as looking like a “floating forest,” headed
for open waters.

That night. the ship was hit with strong winds and cold snows.
Waves splashing the deck coated the trees with ice, and the ship v > : ¢ v § 2 2
succumbed to the weight. It is believed she sank around Nov. 23 with ; SUZANNE KAUTSKY WEISS photo
about 16 crew members aboar Dan Hildebrand, an amateur historian and diver schooner that sank in Lake Michigan in 1912.

from Manitowoc, holds the remains of one of the Artifacts from the ship are on display at the Rogers
SEEPAGE 6 / SHIP  Christmas trees from the Rouse Simmons, a -‘Street Fishing Village Museum in Two Rivers.




MANITOWOC MARITIME MUSEUM photo

| The 127-foot, three-masted schooner, Rouse Simmons, was knoﬁﬁ
as “The Christmas Tree Ship.” 2
p74

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath Lake Michigan

SHIP / FROM PAGE 1

The Life Saving Station at Two
Rivers was notified that a
three-masted schooner flying distress
signals was spotted off of Kewaunee.

A rescue boat searched the lake .
and returned home empty, but
fishermen for years afterward were
reminded of the disaster by the
remnants of Christmas trees that

washed up in their nets and on shore.

A message from Schuenemann
was found in a bottle on a Sheboygan
| beach shortly before Christmas,

“Everybody Goodbye. I guess we
are through. Leaking bad . .. God
Help Us,” it read.

Thirteen years later, the captain’s

Two Rivers. :

|- ~It wasn’t until-1971 that the.wreck
was discovered in more than 160 feet
of water by Milwaukee diver Kent
Bellrichard. :

" It is oneé of 40 to 50 shipwrecks in
the waters between Manitowoc and
-Two Rivers, said Dan Hildebrand, an

amateur historian and diver from
Manitowoc. He has visited the
remains of the Rouse Simmons about
1 20 times in the past nine years.

There’s still bundles of Christmas
tree on the bow of the vessel,”
Hildebrand said.

The trees, numbering in the
~hundreds, have been reduced to
'sticks with branches. Visiting one of
Lake Michigan’s legends is both
exciting and eerie, Hildebrand said.

Even with powerful lights, the
visibility is typically 2 to 3 feet,

_creating a dark, gloomy atmosphere
that makes him feel as if he's visiting -

a tomb.

wallet was found on a beach so_u,th'of ‘

“The wreck is pretty much lntict. .

“It has a ghostlike feel to it, like '

" someone’s watching you. I think a lot

of that is due to the depth,”
Hildebrand said. “Your mind plays
tricks on you.”

Hildebrand dives with fellow .
members of The Manitowoc Fathom
Seekers Dive Club. He is president of
the group. d

_‘kift_ifgcts brought up from the ship

. are on permanent display at the

Rogers Street Fishing Village
Museum in Two Rivers. They include
a name board, part of the ship's- .-
mizzenmast, a large crock and the .
remains of one of the ill-fated
Christmas trees. The museum is open
during the summer and by special -
appointment for tours. ST

* - Other artifacts can be seen at the
Manitowoc Maritime Museum. . ., -
through Dec. 31. The Rouse Simmons
is one of five shipwrecks featuréd in
the exhibit, “Shipwrecks. . . Lost on
Lake Michigan.”

A name board, two compasses, a
hand-operated foghorn, a porthole, a
wooden cleat, a white mug, a log
from the taffrail, a fuse box and glass
from the starboard light are among
the items on display. The museum is
open daily all year, ;

An anchor from the Rouse -
Simmons greets visitors at the.
entrance of the Milwaukee Yacht
Club. Each year in late fall, the =

- Wisconsin Marine Historical Society,

in cooPeration with the yacht club,
has a “Christmas Tree Ship” :

‘luncheon honoring the Rouse

Simmons and those who lost their
lives in the disaster.

“The luncheon will begin at noon
Dec. 4 at the yacht club, 1700 N. .
Lincoln Memorial Dr., Milwaukee. It
is open to the public. Admission is
$8.50 per person.
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ALGOMA, Wis, Dec. 18
(Special) Discovery of the hull
of an old sailing vessel washed
ashore at Ludington, Mich.,
renewed in the ‘minds of
Algoma oldtimers a lake
tragedy of 1912,

The hull is believed to have
been that of the Rouse Sim-
mons, the ship which left
Thompson, Mich., near Manis-
t]que, in November, 1912, and

i dﬂ;appeared en route to Chica-
gq..It was lost in a fierce lake
storm about two miles south-
e?',st of Two Rivers Point.

iHerman Schuenemann, who

once lived in Algoma, was
owner of the Simmons, which
carried no ordinary cargo. It
hauled Christmas trees!

CONTINUED WORK

The 4l-year-old "Schuene-
mann disappeared with the
Rouse Simmons during the
storm, Nov. 23, 1912, leaving
his wife, Barbara, and daugh-
ters to carry on the Schuene-

And carry on they did! They|
obtained a new schooner and
for many years continued to

haul Christmas trees from-
Schoolcraft County in the Up-|
per Peninsula to Chicago. One
of the daughters remained in
Chicago to handle the sales,|
while the mother and a sec-
ond daughter scoured the
woods of Michigan for trees.

Barbara and her grea.t cour-
age are one story. Schuene-
mann and the 30 years that
he furnished the folk of Chica-
go with Christmas trees,
wreaths and fir and spruce
boughs are another.

It was a late November day’
in 188¢ when the - original
Christmas tree ship Jed to a
dock along the Chgcago River.

Early passersby stopped on:
the bridge and' stared in
amazement at the hundreds of
Christmas trees piléd from the!
jib to the tiny cabin. Tacked |

up was a canvas sign: "The.:
i i e T

Christmas- Tree Ship — My
Prices Are the Lowest. Her-
man Schuehemann.”
Reporter: realizing that
here was'a "§tory, learned that
' Schuenemann was an orphaned

.lad of 13, and that while liv-
ling with a brother had con-

ceived the idea.

He rented a relative’s schoo-
ner and crew and brought
the vessel from the snow-
covered forests of the Michi-
gan Peninsula, laden w@
.evergreens.

Other newspaper storles fol-
lowed and as the years passed
the Christmas tree ship, its
owner and its crew held the
heart of Chicago.

Modest prices of the trees
attracted hundreds of buyers
{and within several weeks each
year, the cargoes were usual-
ly sold. Young S3chuenemann
always promised to return the
following year. )

\A‘s the. years passed: the
istmas tree sh)p became an
A et

institution. Schuenemann be-
came older and so did his
customers, but one year a new
three-master furled its sails
as it entered the Chicago River.
It was the Rouse Simmons and
it drew many words of a.d-i
miration. ,

From then on, the Simmons
was a Mecca for Chicago folk
at Christmas time. Every year,
its cargo of trees was disposed
of faster than trees in regu-
lar markets. °

HAD 3 CHILDREN

On one such stay in Chica-
go the Christmas tree cargo
was second in importance. This
was in November, 1897, when
there was rejoicing, not only
because the Rouse Simmons
had reached its berth, but be-
cause a young woman stood
at the side. of the towering
26-year-old skipper.

“This is Barbara, my wife,”
he announced. 3 ’
Three daughters were born

the couple, Elsie,

to

|, set out across the grey, un-

“The L

iwas found—not a spar or a

}’h'u‘fl washed ashore at Luding-

gl
Christmas Wreath Girl,” and
‘the twins, Pearl and Hazel.

The newspaper story which
rogght sorrow to many an|’

"Algoma and Chicago home
lwas written the latter part
of November, 1912.

'The accounts said the ship

‘had left Thompson, bound for|

Chicago, and disappeared en
route.

SEEN FROM SHORE

I¥was learned that the last
glimpse of the Rouse Simmons
was caught at 3:10 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 23, 1912, when
it was five miles off Kewau-
nee, its distress flags flying.
The Kewaunee coast station
crew noticed the signals and
alerted the Two Rivers sta-
tion. Nothing was sighted, Two
Rivers reported.

The Middle West rose as one
to help the family of the be-
loved Christmas ‘tree man.
Ships were taken"off regular
runs, yachts upped anchor and

sympathetic waters of Lake
Michigan. “For a week they
searched—in vain.

Not ‘a trace of the schooner

shred of sail—until the old

|ton in the fall of 1851,

SENT RAIL CARGO

‘When the fall of 1913 rolled
around, Mrs. Schuenemann had
ithe usual 20.000 trees sent
ldown from the forests of
'Schoolcra.ft County.

They were transported by
|railroad and were sold on
:North Clark St. in Chicago,
‘as near to the location of the
‘old Christmas tree "ship as
!Mrs. Schuenemann could get.
| In 1914, she chartered a
schooner, the Fearless, and
with her oldest daughter, Elsie,
iand a crew of 10 went into the
icy Northwoods and supervised
|the lumberjacks who had
'worked so long for the captain.
Once more a schooner bear-
ing a cheerful cargo of Christ-
.mas trees furled its sails at the
mouth of the Chicago River.

{MADE MANY TRIPS

Records do not state how
many trips Barbara Schuene-
mann made to Chicago, but
as long as she was able. she
supplied the city with Chris-
tianity’s most loving symbol.

About 30 years ago the wal-
llet of Herman “Christmas
Tree” Schuenemann was found
‘lon the beach-at Two Rivers,
and three years later a note in

|Nelson, captain of the 12-man
crew, was found on the shore
of Lake Michigan.

The note: “These lines are
written at 10:30 p.m. Schooner
R. 8. ready to go down about
two miles southeast Two
Rivers Point between 15. and
20 miles offshore. All hands
lashed to one lme Goodby
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Christmas Tree Ship
Still Lost On Lake

Mlany strange ships have
sailed the stormy waters of the
Grent Lakes in the short his-
tory of the United States. Per-
haps the ship \ hich brought
more joy to the hearts of mid-
west people at Yuletide was

the famous Christmas Tree
Ship.
In December 1387, Chicago

wus like many other cities pre-
paving for the Christmas sea-
son. People rushed gaily "o
finish choosing gifts for loved
ones and to pick out their tra-
ditional trees. In those de;'s
trees were brought in by rail
and hauled overland by wagon
from the great northwoods.
Evergreens sold quickly to
those who could afford them;
those who could not had to be
content with bits of WLranches
and makeshift decorations.
Then without warning an un-
known sailing schooner pulled
into the Chicago River and
moored at the Clark Street
docks. Before long a ruddy,
fieavy set young man named
Herman Schunermann was
tacking up a sign: “The Christ-
mas I'ree Ship. My Prices Are
the Lowest”. With well-shaped
trees only 75 cents and the best
$1.00, news of this unusual ship
spread quickly. Poorly clad
children from Chicago’s near
north side and gold coast came
to watch. Soon those who could
not afford a tree fouid itiem-
selves carrying one lLome, a
¢ift  of Schunemann and his

were sold out, the Schunemanns
promised to return the next
years.

Yearly Pilgrimage

And so the yearly pilgrim-
mage from Michigan's north-
woods to Chicago’s docks be-
gan, a trip that marked the
end of the shipping season for
Schunemann. Without fail
Schunemann brought his float-
ing forest of up to 50,000 trees
to Chicago and each year more
satisfied customers came to buy
from him. Many began to de-
pend on the ship’s arrival for
their holiday tree. Each year
the ship carried special giant
evergreens for Chicago's
churches and hotels.

Tragedy struck the Schune-
mann famliy in 189 when
August was lost on the lake
while commanding another
schooner which also carried
evergreens for the windy city.
Undaunted, Herman returned
the next year with a shipload
ol trees.

As the years passed, Schune-
mann continued his yearly
journey, with Chicagoans eager-
ly awaiting his arrival. For-
gotten men from the nearby
slums looked forward to the
little money they could earn
helping unload the ship, for this
would be their Christmas cheer.

In 1910 Schunemann pur-
chased interest in the Rouse
Sinmons and this plucky vessel
became Chicago's “Christmas
Tree Ship.” She was an old

Simmons had spent 40 years
on the Great Lakes. Originally
she had carried base products
for the virgin lumber industry.
In later years she became a
tramp ship, picking up cargoes
wherever she could.

Ominous Storm

By 1912 the Rouse Simmons
was showing her age. Creak-
ing beams and rotting planks
told the story. Captain Nelson,
Schunemann's partner, was
skeptical, but Schunemann had
complete confidence in his ship.
Against Nelson’s better judge-
ment they finished cutting and
loading trees and set sail south-
ward. An ominous storm was
brewing.

The heavy snowstorm struck
hiding the Rouse Simmons from
the outside world. No one knows
exactly what happened aboard
ship, but soon the crew found
themselves

fighting strong!

headwinds, unable to- navigate X
i how the crew had survived. Re-|

in the blinding snow.

Long before the people of
Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
mons, reports of her distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed fearlessly south,
her decks piled high with trees.
She was spotted again at Stur-
geon Bay with distress signal
up, but the raging waters pre-
vented rescuers from reaching
her. Again she disappeared in-

. solved that her husband’s work :,

a page from the Rouse Sim-
mons log:

“Friday. Everyone goodbye.
I guess we are all through. Sea
washed over our deckload
Thursday. During the night the
small boat washed over. Inga-
vald and Steve fell overboard
Thursday. God help us. Her-
man Schunemann.” !

This message never reached !
Herman's wife for the man who |
found it demanded $500, which |
she could not pay. Some say
the bottle was planted by a
jokester, others that it was an|
attempt to gain by Mrs.i
Schunemann’s grief. I

Within the next sixteen yeavs:
more evidence of the demise of |
the Rouse Simmons was found. ,
in 1925 Schunemann's wallet,'
still wrapped with oilskin and
rubber band intact was cast!
ashore just south of Two Riv
ers. Three years later anothe: |
bottle was found with a mes-
sage from . Caplain Nelson:

“These lines are written at,
10:30 p.m. Schooner Rouse Sim-
mons ready to go down about!:
20 miles southeast of Two Riv-:
ers Point, 15-20 miles off shore. :
All hands latched to one line.
Goodbye.”

Herman's

wigow, Barbara,:

never gave up hope that some-:’

i should continue, she returned to'
| Chicago the next year with an-,

other load ol trees. Her cus-:
tomers hopetully asked her il
there was any definite word of -
her husband, but she replied;,
that there was none. For 22

| years she made the journey,:

i
i

to the storm. At Xewaunee an-'

other lookout sighted her. At

five hours in twilight mists and

: by

great risk to themselves, a life- the

boat crew searched in vain for! "
- bears
ERTYZ B BN

| first Lraveling by ship and later |

rail. Her death in 1933!
brought an end to this epoch |
and also an end to the era of:
sailing  vessel on  Lakei
Michigan. Barbara's headstone !

them te the fionre

the name of her husbandi fins:

“This is the tale of the (



docks. Before long a ruddy,
heavy set young man named
flerman  Schunermann was
tacking up a sign: “The Christ-
mas ‘I'ree Ship. My Prices Are
the Lowest”. With well-shaped
trees only 75 cents and the best
$1.00, news of this unusual ship
spread quickly. Poorly clad
children from Chicago’s near
north side and gold coast came
to watch. Soon those who could
not afford a tree found them-
selves carrying one ..ome, a
gift of Schunemann and his
brother, August. When

of trees.

As the years passed, Schune
mann continued his
Jjourney, with Chicagoans eager
ly awaiting his arrival.

slums looked

would be their Christmas cheer.
In
chased
Simmons and this plucky vesse
became Chicago’s

yearly

For-
gotlen men from the nearby
forward to the
little money they could earn
helping unload the ship, for *his

1910  Schunemann pur-
interest in the Rouse

“Christmas
Tree Ship.” She was an old
they i ship. Built in 1869, the Rouse
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Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
- | mons, reports of her distress

other lookout sighted her.

1

five hours in twilight mists and
murky waters. Later a steam-
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e -4 . W"First National . Bank of Milwau-
Almost every year at this tim' yee. 'the film the pair ‘mads
newspapers -and columnists, in clearly.. shows. the. name ‘of 'the
cluding this one, revive and re tslilmﬁogsé ;{‘hueg;even took withf.
tell the story of the “Christmas them of one of the -
Tree Ship”, the schooner Rouse Christmas trees found 'in tHe-
. Simmons, which foundered anchold as, evidence' of their dis
sank in a Lake Michigan:storm COVerys - <
on Nov, 23, 1912 en' route from SsI'v :
Thompson, near Manistique car- g9 ,25— P
irying a load of Christmas trees 'The 127:fopt ~Rouse Simmons
‘for the Chicago market. Thewas built in ‘Milwaukee; about.
story has inspired poems, songs 1867, and after sailing the lakes
and even paintings and sketch- for years was finally acquired
es, and we've told about thetfx]in 1810 by Capt. Herman Schuen-
all. " _.\hemann, who for-years had-been
- in the business of transporting; -
h r =30, 25— / Christmas trees ‘to ‘the .Chicago
Now comes word that the sunk- Market, On -her final trip the
en hull of the illfated Rouse Simmons - left Thompson in the
\Simmons was found only a few teeth of a gale, carrying a crew
weeks ago in 180 feet of water off 9f.14 and -a few" “lumberjacks
:Rawley Point (Twin RiversWho were-heading south to spend
‘Point) in the Two Rivers, Wis, Christmas in Chicago, Heavily
area. The hull was found andladen, carrying full ¢anvas: and
underwater film taken of her by battling ‘a gale ‘the Simmons
G. Kent Bellrichard, who alsoWas last seen by another schcon-.
found another wreck, that of the eF headed for the safety of Man-
Str. Vernon, which sank in the istique harbor.
same area on Qct. 28, 1877, A 31,-‘,‘5_
story of the discovery comes i plt el a4
from a recent story in the Two ° After the Simmons disappear-
Rivers Reporter sent by Herbed there had been reports she"
Koepke of Manitowoc, a marine had’ fouridered off ‘Lu@lington.'
historian well known in the Sault But this: story. was‘ discounted
area, in 1931 when fishermen reported
having troubles :finding 'their
—3L, 25— . gl nets fouled and torn by
In his exploration, Bellrichard Christmas. trees .found on :the

‘as_accompanied by John R,lake bottom near Two Rivers.
tenln hannd ahniemean F ¢he This helned nramnta ctnriac that'
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found allarge"p‘lir; in the lake
"belonging to Capt. Schuenemann.

4

er reported seeirg the Rouse

shore, sbut the captain admitted
he might have been wrony.
Coated with ice, her sails tat-
tered, the Rouse Simmons dis-
appeared into the night.
Schunemann’s wife was wait-
ing in Chicago, confident that
her husband would guide the
| ship to safety. As the days went
by she still held out hope that
the ship had somehow reached
shore.

Bottled Message

On December 5th fishermen
off Two Rivers pulled up spruce
tree tops, tied together as on
the Rouse Simmons. On Decemi-
ber .15th a corked bottle was
found on the beach at Shehoy-
gan. .\ message was written on

a:éa. .;a.ti:e; than off Ludington.

-That same year’a tug caplain

came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed fearlessly south,
her decks piled high with trees. |
She was spotted again at Stur-
geon Bay -with distress signal
up, but the raging waters pre-
vented rescuers from reaching
- | her. Again she disappeared in-
to the storm. At Kewaunee a;\)l‘ and- alsosanand ity (hevera iob|
great risk to themselves, a life-
boat crew searched in vain for

Simmons about three miles off

i should continue, she returned to'
| Chicago the mext year with an-,
other load of trees. Her cus-:
tomers hopetully asked her if;
there was any definite word of
+her husband, but she replied,
that there was none. For 22
years she made the journey,
{first traveling by ship and later |
by rail. Her death in 1933
i brought an end to this epoch:

1

i the sailing vessel on Lake |
i Michigan. Barbara’s headstone |
! bears the name of her husband |
iand between them is the figure;
of an evergreen tree. Forty-!
| sven years had passed since|
| Herman, as an 18 year old boy, !
!had stecred his [irst cargo into}
| Chicago. The ship had become:
l'an institution.

gins: |
“This is the tale of (he Chrisi-
mas Tree Ship
That sailed over the sullen’
lake
And of the sixteen souls that |
made the trip i
; 5 And of death in the foam-
There is a curious thing about ing wake.”
the legend of the Christmas| Most historians write it off
Tree Ship. Today it is possible: as a tragedy at sea. Old timers
to find two sets of records, eachi point out that neither bodies nor -
with its own claim to authen-| wreckage were ever found. They
ticity. One says there were 14[ i ) <
men aboard, including the cap- - : 2
i tains; the other says there were|
jonly 10 men aboard, including!
the captains. One says Captain!
Nelson’s wife also sailed, the
other says he was a widower.
Strangely, except for the names |
of Captain Schunemann and’
Nelson, there are no other simi-
ar names on the crew lists.
This is not the end of the

Say — and the love of the lak.-.\"
bear it out — that the i

! ! = caplain,
and his ship still sail Kake'
Michigan on stormy nights in .

Deesmber, Tlow els2, they ask,
could the tossig  waves  be
stained that deep pinc tree green
in winter?

story. Although the familiar!
sight of the ship with its docks |

It containéd recbrds of pirchases
of trees. and of wages paid to

- crewnien,” but contained no mo-

ney. The writing on the"paper
was legible and the paper well
preserved, The purse was turned
over fo ‘members of the Scheune-

‘effort .
Tree ship, but. most certainly
‘such an-effort mdy‘be made, es-
pecially” if-the hull is found to
“be” s0UNd*™ and “iritact, because
this 'ship indeed has become one
of the famous legeénds of the

ipiled high with trees was no|

more, the ship’s (ume increased. |
It is still remembered today |
when the first winter winds blow ;
and the surf pounds. Vincent!
Starretl, author of fiction and:
other works, wrote a stirring:
ballad to the Christmas Tree|
Ship which appeared daily in!
the Chicago Daily News. It be-
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_hristmas-Tree Laden Ship

Vanished Into Lake in 1912

By HELEN BURROWES

Forty-three years ago a
jSchooner laden with Christmas
trees vanished from Lake Mich-
igan somewhere between Ke-
waunee and Two Rivers,

The Rouse Simmons, cap-
tained by Herman Schuenemann
of Chicago, was last seen five
{ miles off Kewaunee, laboring in
heavy seas, with distress signals
flying. N

She was never seen again,
though Christmag trees and
wreckage belleved to be from
the schooner were later washed
ashore, There was never any
trace of the 18 men and one
woman aboard when the Sim-
mons set out from Thompson,
Mich.,, six miles southwest of
Manistique, on Nov. 15, 1912, in
spite of warnings that a storm
;Was imminent.

| LONE WOMAN ABOARD

i
:’ The woman was Mrs. Oscar
INelson, wife ‘of Capt, Schuene-
mann’s partner in the Christmas
tree venture,

The Simmons was no chicken
at-the time of her last Voyage.
i She had been bullt in Milwau.
| Kkee 1n 1868, and the captain of a
! younger, stronger schooner who
[watched her departure from the
i Thompson harbor in the teeth
lof a rising wind had misgiy-
i Ings which he described later:

“She was old, and the deck-
house .full of Christmas trees
. fore and aft made her unsea-
cworthy. I said to the others,
| ‘Capt. Schuenemann must be in
ja terrible hurry to get those

i Christmas trees to market. I|.
| wouldnt go out into this storm
jtor all the trees the Mauretania

| could carry.”
.IDENTICAL FATE

Chicago was the Simmons’|'

Adestination, Capt. Schuenemann
must indeed have been in qulte,
& rush to get there, for by an[
ld eoincidansa e woa.s .

Michigan tor Chicago in Novem-
ber, 1898.

Though no one saw the Sim-
mons again after that glimpse
of her off Kewaunee, it wasn’t
because nobody tried. As she
seemed to be headed for: Two
Rivers Point, a telephone call
from Kewaunee alerted the life
boat crew there, and the Two
Rivers power launch ploughed
through the waves for. hours
looking for her, until darkness

and heavy snow forced it back
to shore.
For years afterwards, bits of

Christmas trees were raised in’

the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, g fish-
iIng tug brought up a find which
seemed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This was
the leather, birch-bark-rein-
forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
mann, still containing papers on
which his name was legible.

Photograph believed fo be that of the Rouse Simmons be-
fore her loss with all aboard in 1912 shows the Christmas-

tree-laden schooner being towed fnto port by a tug.
Milwaukes County Historical Soctety Phnte
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wreckage believed to be from
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woman aboard when the Sim-
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Mich., six miles southwest of
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Nelson, wife of Capt. Schuene-
mann’s partner in the Christmas
tree venture,

The Simmons was no chicken
at the time of her last Vvoyage.
| She had been built in Milwau-
| kee in 1868, and the captain of a
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i watched her departure from the
{ Thompson harbor in the teeth
iof a rising wind had misgiv-
{ings which he described later:
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-dd coincidence he had " before
hin the tragic lesson of the
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on the schooner Thal, when they
Dit a storm while taking a load
£ Christmas trees down Lake

oS/ kil

ashore, There was never any

mons again after that glimpse
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Rivers Point, a telephone call
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boat crew there, and the Two
Rivers power launch ploughed
through the waves for. hours
looking for her, until darkness
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Christmas trees were raised in
the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, a fish-
ing tug brought up a find which
seemed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This was
the leather, birch-bark-rein-
forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
mann, still containing papers on
which his name was legible.

Photograph believed to be that of the Rouse Simmons be-
er loss with all aboard in 1912 shows the Christmas-

tree-laden schooner being towed fnto port by a tug.
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Fate Of The Rouse Simmons
Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913,
Is Sealed In Lake Michigan

The fate of many a ship has been
buried deep in a Great Lakes grave
since the day in September, 1679,
when LeGriffon, first commercial
sailing vessel on the lakes, dis-
appeared into unknown to become
to this region what the Flying
Dutchman is to the Atlantic.

Almost legendary in the upper
peninsula are the tales surrounding
the loss of the Rouse Simmons,
which left Thompson harbor near
Manistique 28 years ago and was
never heard from again.

It was noon of November 25,
1913, that the.180-foot, three mas-
ted schooner, Rouse Simmons,
bravely thrust her bow into the
raging gale outside of Thompson
harbor. It was one of the worst
days of the stormiest fall weather
ever experienced on Lake Michi-
gan—hardly a fit day for a tiny
500-ton schooner to attempt the
long trip from the village of
Thompson to Chicago.

Sailed Against Wishes

But Capt. Schuneman, who had
chartered the vessel from Capt.
Manus Bonner of St. James, was
anxious to reach the Chicago mar-
ket with his cargo of Christmas
trees before the buying rush had
abated. So, against the wishes of the
owner and master of the ship, Capt.
Larson, orders were given to set
sail and the long water trip began.

While tacking toward Wiggin’s
Reef, off Point ' Aux Barque, the
schooner was sighted by the crew
of the steamer tug, Burger, which
was coming from Seul Choix with
the schooner, Dutch Boy in tow.
The men on the tug, many of whom
still reside in Manistique, recall
with astonishment seeing a small
schooner, bearing full sail, leaving
the safety of Thompson harbor

when all other craft were doing
their utmost to reach any port of
shelter.

- Beating to the windward of a 60-
mile gale blowing west by south-
west, the ill-fated Rouse Simmons
traversed 100 miles of raging,
storm-tossed waters before dawn.
By morning, the wind had backed

into the eastward and the lake was -

hidden by a blizzard of snow.
Sighted Last Time

During the lull of the snow
storm, the coast guard of Sturgeon
Bay sighted a three-masted schoon-
er off the canal flying distress sig-
nals. Seeing that it was impossible
to aid the ship from this point, the
guards called the station at Ke-
waunee, Wisconsin and urged them
to be on the lookout for the tiny
schooner. The men from the latter
station immediately put out in the
storm-swept lake in search of the
disabled vessel. ;

For a long time they searched
futilely, then, during another lull in
the blizzard they sighted her. She
presented a sorry spectacle with
her canvass slashed to ribbons and
her rigging and hull covered with a
heavy coating of thick ice. Immedi-
ately the brawny, hardened life-
savers pulled towards her, but be-
fore they had covered half the dis-
tance, the snow set in again and
the storm-swept ship vanished
from their sight like a phantom
derelict. No living person ever saw

ithe Rouse Simmons again.

The following spring, fishermen
at Two Rivers, Wisconsin, found
flagments of Christmas trees in
their nets, evidently part of the
Simmon’s cargo. Except for the

trees, no trace was ever found of |

the ship which left Thompson for
Chicago almost 28 years ago.
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- Of all the “ships. that - have
sailed the stormy waters. of
Lake Michigan, ‘perhaps the
strangest was the famous
Christmas tree ship which went

down with all hands in Decem-

ber, 1912, creating a legend
that persists today. G

In December, 1887, Chicago
was like many other cities pre-
paring for the Christmas sea-
son. People rushed gaily to fin-
ish choosing gifts for loved
ones and to pick out their tra-
ditional trees. In those days
trees were . brought in by "rail
and hauled overland by wagon
from the great north woods,
Evergreens .sold quickly to

those who . could afford them;|

. those who could not had to be
content with bits of branches
and makeshift decorations. 5

Then without warning an un-|-

known- sailing schooner pulled
into - the Chicago river -and
moored at:the Clark st. docks.
Before long a ruddy, heavyset
man named - Herman Schune-
mann was. tacking up a sign:
“The Christmas Tree Ship. My
Prices Are the Lowest.” . ‘.

With. well: shaped ‘trees ‘cost-
ing only-75¢ ‘and .the best $1,
news of -this unusual ship
spread ™~ quickly. - Poorly clad
children: from- Chicago’s. near
north . side--and ‘wealthy “ones
came to watch: =7« il

Soon those who could not af-
ford a‘treé found themselves
carrying one. home, -a gift - of
Schunemann-‘,and his brother,
August. When they were sold
out, the Schunemanns promised
to return the next year.

Trees for Every Year

And so the yearly pilgrimage
from Michigan’s north woods
to Chicago’s docks began, a
trip that marked the end of the
shipping for Schunemann.
Without fail Schunemann
brought his floating forest of
up to 50,000 trees to Chicago
and each. year more satisfied
customers- came tn hnv from

Tree Sh ip -
Sank in 1912

MiLVy AlUnce=:

Tragedy “struck the Schune-|
mann family in 1898 when Au-|
8ust was lost on the lake while.
commanding another schooner,
which' also was bringing - ever.
greens to the Windy. City.!
However, Herman returned the]
next. year.with a .shipload of
trees. ke ;

As the-years passed Schune-
mann continued - his annual
journey. In 1910 he purchased
interest in the Rouse Simmons
and. this ‘vessel became Chica-
80’s Christmas tree ship. It wasif
an old-vessel, built in 1869, The::

{

J

Rouse Simmons had spent 40
years on the Great Lakes. Orig-

|
i
i
x
|
o

By 1912 the Rouse’ Simmons
was showing its age. Althcugh
his-partner 'was skeptical
Schunemann had complete con
fidence in his ship. Thus the
finished cutting and loading
trees and set sail southward,
An ominous storm was ‘brew.
ing. It struck the Rouse Sim-|
mons. However, no one knows!
éxactly what happened abcard]|
ship. S
.. v Distress Reported !
“:.Long" before.:the- people. of
Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
mons, reports of -her- distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed south, her decks
piled high with trees. She was
spotted again at Sturgeon Bay|
with distress signal up, but the|
raging waters prevented rescu-
ers from reaching her. g !

Again she disappeared iritoil
the storm. At Kewaunee anoth-iﬂ
er lookout sighted her. A life. j

boat crew searched in vain for
five hours in twilight mists and
murky waters. Later a steamer
reported seeing the Rouse Sim-
mons about three miles off

shore, but the captain admitted
ha minht haoa hana

rre- o
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' : Zo { ‘Schunemann’s wife was

Many began to depend ONiwaitin dent [t

the ship’s arriva] for their hOh'/that her husband woulq guide 4

s

day trees. Each year the ship|pe ship to safety. As the days |
carried special giant evergreens| eny by she still held oyt hope!
for Chicago’s Churches and he-jy, ship somehow hag. reached
tels. 2 " |shore,

7 vkl On Deg 5, fishermen off.
iITwo Rivers pulled up Spruce!
- |ltree tops, tied together ag on
3 "the Rouse Simmons. On ' Dec.|[:
115, a corked bottle was found ||
ion the,_beach at Sheboygan.»A,‘ '
message wag written on .
J’r‘dm the ship’s Jog: sy

STt

g

|

" [ ~*“Friday; Everyorie good.by, 1 /

uess we are . aj] through: Sea
ashed over oyr deckload |
‘ hursday.jDuring the night the
small boat washeg over. Inga-

~Other Evidence Found - / g

4 Within the next 16 years|
§ Imore evidence of th i

years later another bott] I8
found with a message from his| 3
partner: . : {

Herman’s - Widow, Barbara, o
never gave up hope that some.|
how the crew had surviveq, Re-;’

[solved that her husband’s work
should go' on, she returned tol i
IChicago the next year with an-',{,
other load of treeg. Her cus-| Fus

5 ,ftomers hopefully asked if there

Was any definjte word of her s s

husband, pyt she . replied that|*
there was nope. . /

Js2A)

[lhusband ang between them is’'
- Fithe figure of an evergreen tree.

| ,’Forty-seven years had passed s
visince the time that Herman, ap
[S118 year old boy, hag steered hjs:

—¢|first - cargo_intq Chicago. The,_'vr
Sl ebeq ieg *€¢|Christmag ‘tree ship. hadg. be-;
: o ‘leeme an institytion, G !
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Special to The Sentinel
Manistique, Mich, — The
 search is on for descendants
.. of Schoolcraft county’s famed
. “Christmas tree ship” family.
It was 53 yedrs ago this
month that the schooner
Rouse Simmons, bound for‘
Chicago with its traditional

lands near Manistique and
ncarby Thom p son - and
brought to Chicago every:

car by the Schucnemann
am load of spruce * Christmas Efﬁm“y v Ca
trees, was lost in a savage K .
December storm on Lake Recent articles on the

Christmas tree ship, however,
rclate that Capt. Herman’s
widow continued, the tradi-
tion, bringing a ship full of
treces down the lake early in

sei Michigan.
0 Capt, Herman Schucncmann

launching a crive to find any
surviving members of the

”

nce,

information about the fam-

“Perhaps it seems odd, but
we have more information on
the early years of the Christ-

'loadq SPUI)SLY)) TOUI0)) UOISUTPXY= W & wpe+ Ly
(ypany) 9UoUUdIY) urd ¢Giy
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th a beautiful table cloth

Igifts. We have not heard
her or her dagghters s

o R e A.xv\l(lul\hvb ¥ |
av

wi

1930s :
Mrs. J. J. Herbert, curator !
of the Post House museum .

December, until carly in the *

operated by the Schoolcraft »
County Historical socicty, is ;

Schunenemann family who |
raight be able to give further |

ily’s traditional enterprise. , |
y

¥l :

I

the twins, Peari and Hazel,

The story of the Christmas
tree ship reaches back to
1887, when Herman, then a
lad of 18, and his brother,
August, made their first trip
to Chicago with a load of
high quality trees cut from
the northern Michigan sand
plains.

‘ [}
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and all hands were lost, and mas tree ship than we do of Late in November each yea 8
for the 'fi}'ft time in many the more recent ones,” Mrs. the brothers would make the
years, resicents of Chicago Herbert explained. trip, until 1898, when August %
could not go down to the i : o e g &
Besides his widow, Capt. and his ship were lost in an &
Clark st. dock and purchase A 2 o -
a fine tree cut from the wood- Herman was survived by early winter storm. IHerman
: three daughters—Elsie, and continued the tradition, how-

U=

ever, until his ill fated jo
ney of 1913. For 22 more
years, his widow carried oil.
The story inspired a hallad
by Vincent Starreti, then a re-
' porter on the Chicago Daily
“News, and “The Ballad of the
Christmas Ship” was {eatured
in that paper by Editor Hen-
ry Justin Smith.
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An artist’s conception o‘l the scene aboard the Rouse Simmons during the gale that destroyed Chicago’s Christmas ship. Painted expressly for The Tribune by the Chicago artist, James M. Sessions.

" N 7 HEREVER tales of

dying ships and dying

men are told, in prose

or rhyme, you may find the

haunting story of the Christ-

mas ship’s last voyage, a win-

ter tragedy of Lake Michigan, vivid in the memory of all who are not too
young.

*“Fathoms Deep but Not Forgotten” is the chapter heading in Walter
Havighurst's book, *“The Long Ships Passing,” where he briefly tells the
somber history. In the American Ldkes Series of books, edited by Milo M.
Quaife, the volume on Lake Michigan includes the Christmas ship in a chapter
called " Perils of the Deep.” Harry Hansen, when he was supposed to be
writing o about the Chicago river, wandered far alake to seek the sturdy
schooner that did not come home,

And just the other cay in the quiet archives of the Chicago Historical
society (with the help of Miss Adele Rathbun, a librarian who remembers)
I found a moving ballad of many quatrains, of which I quote the first:

This is the tais of the Christmas ship
That sailed o’er the sullen lake,

And of sizteer souls that made the trip,
And of death in the foaming wake.

It was written « third of a century ago, and the poet’s signa-
rett. He has written better verse
me to Vincent Starrett, familiar
and found each Sunday over his
sune Book Section.
1at tempts so many writers to retell
Christmas idea and the idea of terror
and lonely death. Anot temptation is the mystery, for the
final hours of the Christmas ship were known only to those
who lived them and died them.

Michigan were to be drained dry,” says Quaife,

cores of ships now entombed on the bottom

2 view. With them would be found

eds of men and women who perished
o

ture
since then, and shortened
to readers of many
column in the Chicago T

No doubt the thing
the tale is its contrast-t

/A

-and a wide variety of c: S
But the cargo of the Christmas ship would not be found, for it was
Christmas trees, which floated when the vessel sank.

Herman Schuenemas was skipper of the Christmas ship, the three-
masted schooner Rouse Simmons, which sailed out of Manistique, at the north
{ the la on Nov. 1912,
she must have looked something like a floating forest, a green grove
in the waves, hi ck piled high with fresh-felled spruce. The wind
pushed hard into her weather-grayed sails, and her three tall masts creaked
with the strain of it. A storm was coming up, and wet snow clung to the
evergreens.

Schuenemann, it may be believed, was not much worried by the threat of
storm. He was a veteran of storms, and so was his schooner, built in 1868.
Soldiers die only in the last of their battles; ships and sailormen are drowned

only in the last of tempests. But ships and men grow old, and men and ships
in growing old grow vulnerable, said that the rats, wise mariners, had
Tosnrrad tho Sheiatnans aliie smset Vi

Capt. Herman
Schuenemann

‘Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912

By DELOS AVERY

At first there were two Schuenemann brothers, Herman and August,
partners in the annual enterprise of bringing Christmas trees to Chicago.
They brought their first load in 1887, moored their schooner (it was then the
two-masted Thal) at the Clark street bridge, and waited for customers. They
had all sizes of trees—big ones ordered by churches and hotels, little ones
for homes.

Once a year thereafter the Schuenemanns and their men went to the
northern woods and cut their trees in November. There was always danger
when they started south with their load, for the season of storms was at
hand; a deck cargo tends to topheaviness, which is increased if tons of snow
settle among the branches; and there is the risk that
sudden shifts of wind, caught in a trap of trees, may
turn a schooner over.

Hazards like these led to the first of the Schuene-
mann tragedies in 1898. Herman stayed home that
year, for reasons which 1 have not learned. But
August, with a crew of four, sailed the Thal out of
Manistique. In a storm the Thal and all on board
were lost; and customers who went day after day in
December to the Clark street bridge found no trees
waiting. - " ’

Then Herman resolved to carry on alone. The
demand was great,- and he must have a bigger ship
and a greater crew. That was when he got the Rouse
Simmons, which safely reached the buyers at the
bridge in time for Christmas, 1899, and for 12 years
thereafter.

His last voyage was begun, Havighurst says,
“Jjust 13 days after the big storm.” That was a storm which had taken a
considerable toll of boats frailer than the Rouse Simmons. It lost the name’
of “big storm,” however, in the bigger storm that followed. Storm or no
storm, Herman. Schuenemann decided, the ship must sail, since there is no
market for Christmas trees after Christmas day.

Normally in fair winds the time for the voyage would have been two
days, or perhaps three. But almost tivo weeks had passed, with no news of
ship or cargo, before the worrying began. Schuenemann's wife, Barbara, was
either the last to worry or else the last to confess it. All thru the last days
of November and the first few of December she and her little daughters,
Elsie, Pearl, and Hazel, concealed whatever fear they feit.

A little became known, a very little. Coast guards at Sturgeon Bay,
straining their eyes to penetrate the swirling snow, caught momentary
glimpses of a schooner which from its silhouette could be the Rouse Simmons,
but they had no boat that could put out in such a sea. The steamer George
W. Orr reported seeing a schooner “like the R. S. flying distress signals
three miles offshore at Kewaunee. Coast guards there launched a boat and

Mrs. Barbara Schuene-
mann in 1928,

that “her sails wer
tatters, her deck su
her hull sheathed ir
while they watched
ished in the snow.”

On the 13th of
Chicago newspapers printed a dispatch from Sheboygan, Wis.
watcher on the beach there had picked up a bottle containing
written on a page torn from the log of the Rouse Simmons anc
Herman Schuenemann. It said:

“ Friday—Everybody good-by. I guess we are all thru. Sea w
our deck lecad Thursday. During the night the small boat was w
Leaking bad. Ingvald and Steve fell overboard Thursday. God t

There have always been doubts whether this story of the bottl
was true. One good reason for doubting the is in the story i
line that says * vald and Steve” fell overboard. No such nan
appeared in the sailing list which was printed by The Chicago Trit
list began with *“ Captain Nelson and wife.”
The other names were: Capt. Herman Schuene:
ue, Frank Sabata, George Watson, Ray Dav
Grifin, George Quinn, Edward Murphy, John Morwat.
Mo: , Greely Peterson, Frank Fall, Edward Hogan,
Bauswein. It was learned that the “ Captain Nelsos
the list was a business partner of Schuenemann.
“and wife” is the only indication that a woma
board. Including her, the list adds up to 16, whic
Starrett’s ballad.

Better evidgnee of the schooner’s fate than the b
sage e washing ashore of Christmas trees
later there were additional bits of fact. On Apr
walist which had been Schuencmann’s was washed
Two Rivers Point. There was a rubber band arou
it contained clippings, still legible, telling about ear
of the Christmas ship.

And three yea
the same spot, a real bottled message was washed up.
' Nelson,” saying:

*These lines were written at 10:30 p. m. Schooner R. S. rc
down about 20 miles southeast of Two Rivers Point between 15 an
offshore. All hands lashed to one line. Good-by."

Chicago missed its Christmas trees in 1912, in 1898. But in
Christmas ship appeared. and with it Herman Schuenemann’s v
gallant Barbara, who had chartered a schooner and hired a grot
who possessed the dual ability of cutting down trees and sailing a
had gone with them into the north woods to supervise the felling.

Barbara Schuenemann carried on the business years after unt:
old and gray and her daughters were grown up. One year, 1921, :
had chartered was sunk before she could make use of it. That
brought her trees by rail, and the price had to go up a bit.

Barbara died in 1933, and her daughters for a little while carri
business, perhaps more for tradition’s sake than for profit. They i
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freight cars to her warchon can’lba Matt Koski, 41 of Mar- ! the skies in one of the largest type

“His widow. continued his work,troit; Eli Hill,

a section hand! “Mrs. Schuenemann is ~m\1\cd."UEtt“ Axel Ranta, %6, of r\”41~‘|)]dn“" which closely approaches a
ears. He 1‘etired‘by three daughters, Mrs. RElsielaba; and Frank Maki, 49, of New. Pullman car when it comes to
cause of failing!Roberts, Mrs. Hazel Gronemarn, berry. rcomfort.

unmarried and and Mrs, Pearl Ehling, and two - The following eight were re-| The big plane costs $56,000 and

|

emia. The de-{grandchildren. Fuverar services|leased: Joseph Shmilsky, 39: Al-|is. capable of carrying 14 passen-
a resident ofiwill be held Monday morniaw inibert Anderson, 36: William Bu-!gers and is cqulpped with three

more than 32{St. Paul’'s Evangelical Lutheran sha. 21; Tony Ralgalski, 12; (*l,]'\‘ vight whirlwind motors of 330
was made in|church.” Tron, James Walmery, :? Vie- thorsepower each.  Some of its

s S Pror Mackie, 58 and  Osear Auki,|moedern conveniences  include lav-

Mr. and Mrs.  Carl Gunnarsonid. fatory, clectrie  lights,  dressing

srney WilliamJ have returned from to! Two wonen were aleg arerested i voom, running water and heat. It
nsin ‘s weelt | Chicago where they = aduring the eaid, They weye Id,\“‘h a0 wing spread of 76 feet and
ding - annual, convention of the Luﬂmm]« Syned. ‘hh'l wano 22, and Amy Harris ., 10 weighs 10,000 pounds when load-

Worlgztof the Sault. Roth faced Jpmiied. It is capable of a top speed
‘C]Lllge.\ in police comt today ard|of 150 miles per hour and a cruis-

chigan prosecu-i{They also attended the

Fair,
i

ing speed of 125

Only a nomin:
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coupon which wi
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QUALITY

WIEDDING
RINGS RINGS

Ouality in Wedding Rings should
he considered even helore the
Price

By buying ol us you get QUAL-
ITY, and a price  as small
as is charged lor infer-
ior guods

Our RINGS are made by the larg-
est Ring manulacturer in the
\\’Ol.lll.

“THERE'S THE REASON.”

HALL & CO.

Next to P. O,

OICE FROM DEAD

Note Written By Captain of
Schooner Rouse Simmons, Pick-
ed Up on Beach.

Jewelers

November 23, 1912.

These words were written at 10:30
p. m,, Schooner Rouse Simmons
ready to o dewn about twenty miles
southeast of Twin River Point, be-
tween fifteen and twenty miles off
shore.  All hands lashed to one line.

Good-bye,
Capt. Chas. Nelson.

T'he above message, written on a
a picce of paper and contained in a
bottle, was found on the lake shore
near Whitelish Bay, seven miles
north of the Sturgeon bay and Lake
Michigan ship canal, by a scnof Frank
Lauscher, a fisherman, today.

The boy was playing on the beach
near his father and uncle when he;
picked up the bottle. He was about
to throw it_back into the water when

the men noticed that it contained =a
piece of paper, The last message
from the victims of the fatal voyage
was written, plainly,on the torn slip.

The paper is in the hands of Mr.
Lauscher, Sturgeon Ray, R F. D.
3, amd he will keep it uatil he Renrs
from relatives of the victims of the
disaster, to whom it will be delivered
Lo determine its penuinent ss.

Mr. Lauscher is curtain that the
message was written by Capt Nelson,
and the position .f the boat concident
with the opinion of marine men the
probable situation injwhich theChrist-
mas vessel foundered.
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ff--- Letters to the Editors —

A com.mentary on the Christ-|
mas Tree ship story in. the
Ploneer-Tribune and an account
of earlier days in Manistique
has been offered by George. R.

atthews in a letter to the-edi-
tér  this. week. Tir

Wntes Mr. Matthews

“Let me supplement your }
sfory about the  Scheuneman
Ehristmas Tree - ship,” in_your

Dec. 15 issue. In the first place-

it is not a legend ‘but an his-
i:drxcal fact. (See Webstﬂrs
Dxctlonary) ‘

“When I came to ’\Iamsthue
prt 15, 1918 to take the posi-
tion of cashier for the Soo Line
ﬁ'ailroad Co., in the old wooden
building - still  standing, Mus.
Schueneman " was' shipping
Chrlstmas trees by railway car-
I’oad freight and I waited on her
at the cashier’s window writing
tip the bill ‘of lading and re-
ceipting for the prepaid freight
charges to Chicago. Mrs.
S¢heuneman continued for: sev-
eral years after to ship every
vear-via. railroad, and we be-

 came quite well-acquainted.

“Dan C. Perry: came here
from .North Crandon, now
Argonne, Wis., in ‘August, 1918
t6 succeed B. A. Craver as
agent and I came~a month
I_atcr from the agency at Cran-
dén,” Wis. to take the position
as cashier. There were 13 of us
working-in the depot then. Be-
sides - Dan  Perry ‘and “myself
were three telegraph operators,
Billy Roberts, Ray Besner; and
Adolph Godin; Edwin- Gilmet,
éar clerk; Roy Stewart, rate
clerk; (later. succeeded by
Charles Hansen), Clarence La-
Fave, Edmund LaFave, Evelyn
Besner, Mable Swanson, Bernice
Griffith, ' clerks; Fred Baker,
warehouse foreman; Tom An-
dérson, -warehouseman., There
Wwas a switch crew, Harry Albin,
foreman, and Roy LaBar, and

an enﬂ'meer and fireman. A car
repair :crew, Charles Kendall,
foreman, -and . four men, and
three section crews, one repair-
-ing tracks in town and one each,
east and west on the main line.

“Sebastain Aubinger was flag-
-man at the Houguion Ave. cross-
ing'. As cashier-one of my duties
was taking care of the payroll.
One day Mr. Aubinger, receiving
his paycheck, stopped  on his
way home ' at the Hiawatha
Hotel Bar on ‘the corner from
the depot and where several
men~were present at the time.
Seb “never reached home that
night and was missing. for sev-
eral days until his body was
found in the harbor with one
leg cut off by a car ferry pro
pellor,

“Back in tho%e days the Soo ]
Line ran Numbers 8 and 7, a
‘passenger - train east in the
morning from Minneapolis to
Sault Ste., Marie, and return
west in the evening. That train
carried a U.S, mail and railway
postoffice car, a railway express
car, a baggage car, a “smoker”
where men passengers could
smoke their pipes and cigars,
two or three passenger coaches,
a dining car, and two or three
sleeping cars. That train did not
stop. at all small stations ex-
cept on special orders. Numbers
86 and 87 were “local” passen-
ger. trains .east and west from
‘Gladstone“to ‘the Soo and back,
also with -mail, express,. and
‘baggage cars and two or three
i passenger - coaches, A = “time”
i freight ran east and west each
week day hauling only carload
freight, A “wayfreight” op-
erated ‘east and west out of
Gladstone hauling package
goods, setting out one or more
carloads. on the “siding” track
for local unloading. Joe Bebeau,
who lived on River St., operated
a horse-drawn passenger bus

e U ) o)

% Imeeting ' all passenger. trains,
Earl Hupfer operated a horse-
drawn dray hauling-goods from
the depot warehouse or cars to
merchants and others in town.
“Among the many industries
operating in Manistique were
the Goodwillie Bros. box factory,
Consolidated Lumber Co. saw-
mill,. Charcoal Iron Co. smelting
iron ore into pig iron- blocks,
Berry Chemical Co., Northwest-
ern Leather Co. tanning hides
into "~ leather, White . Marble
Lime Co. mining limestone from
the quarry and making it into
limg for ~plastering - houses,
Brown Lumber Co. making

Cooperage making kegs- and
barrels. Manistique Handle Co.

'and others. -

“It was said that the city
population in 1918 numbered 7,-
500 people. This rapidly de-
creased when many of the mills

the war ended.

“None of this is legend, or a
fairy tale. Mrs. Scheuneman on

one of her final visits in Man-
istique presented Mrs. Dan

wooden furniture, Northwestern |

making wooden broom handles,_ )

and factories closed down after}-

i
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Perry and Mrs. Matthews each:i



