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And the Fun Begins.....

Our first stop on November 16th was at the
Klaus home. Karen, a Christmas tree ship
enthusiast since the beginning, had gener-
ously donated trees from the field behind
her home. Although most were too 1all to
use, we managed to find 5 that were just
right. Volunteers on hand were Char &
Dan Crosby, Pam & Don Zorn, Dan
LaFoille, Rick Toncray, Laurie & Dale
Jasmin, & Deanna Fish. As you can see
from the photos, rifle season had begun so
plenty of orange clothing was necessary!

We had the typical U.P. weather but it was
perfect for what we were doing.

Top Left: Dale & Karen
Middle: Don & Rick do the heavy work
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:Next stop was just down the road at the Phil &%/

Hartman property. The trees were magnificent!

We had tagged the trees several weeks before so
‘with two chainsaws cutting and the rest of the

crew hauling, we were done in no time. Dan & *
Char pruned many of the trees before they were .‘
loaded onto the trailer.




2What a great crew we had! Luckily, everyone:

*came prepared and drove their truck! By the time
we cut the last tree, we had a full trailer and three
full trucks. In less than one hour, we had cut and
pruned 21 trees, loaded them and we were on our

*_ way to Pam & Don’s to get them ready for shipping.




Pam was able to get the netting needed to wrap the

trees and Dan LaFoille came up with a unique way

to bind the trees. With a half barrel anchored to an

old picnic table, the netting fit over the outside and

as the trees were sent through trunk first, the net-
‘ ting bound the tree neaty. It was a close call with a

couple of the larger trees but we managed to pull
them all through. A little twine at the top and the ‘
job was done.



On November 23rd, only two days before the trip to :J
Cheboygan to deliver the trees, we finished up the
Jast details. Each tree was being delivered with a
metal bell ornament that read, “A Thompson Tree—
2008" along with a laminated sponsorship card from
an area family. Pam & Laurie tied the bells and cards
to each tree and then Don loaded them on the
.USCGC Mackinaw!

ll1| ) " - 3 . i 4
Py 5 : *_n‘aﬂer, Next stop..
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Tuesday, November 25th, 2008

Dan LaFoille, our close fricnd and one of our
biggesi supporters. along with Rick Toncray,

had offered to drive us and the frees down to
Cheboygan where the Mackinaww was in port.

It was hard to believe that approximately 2 1/2
hours after leaving home, we would be watching
as our frees were loaded onto the
USCGC Mackinaw for the voyagie down to
Chicago. For over three years, we had been
dreaming of and planning for this day.

As we drove into the parking Jot, a quick phone
call was made to Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG)
Matthew Perkins, who promptly appeared and
greeted us warmly.  Almost immediately, he
returned 1o the ship and the next thing we heard
was an announcement over the load speaker,
“All hands on deck to unload Christmas trees”.
I don't think we could haye put into words what
we were feeling at that moment.
It was incredible!

We were reviving a tradition that had ended in our

community on November 22, 1912.




Top Left: On hand that day were members of the
ROTC. They quickly appeared on deck and came
down the walk to start loading our trees by hand.
Earlier in the day, over 1000 trees cut locally from tree
farms and loaded by crane onto the deck of the
MacKinaw.
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As we watched from below, our trees were handled
[ with care and affectionately called the *Official Trees”,
As each made it's way from trailer to ship deck, we
could hear the bells that had been attached softly ring.




: Crew from the Mackinaw appeared on deck to
direct the process and made sure the trees were

e in the proper location. We were welcomed
by ENS David Lieberman who offered to give
ded four of the ship. Of course, we were
ited and honored to be given the opportunity.
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i Left & Below: The Cheboygan trees had already been
secured by the time we arived. Our trees were

Separate. The Thompson trees were bound differ-
ently than the others, had an omament and 5ponsor
card and cach frunk was marked with a painted red
“T". Although we didn't see where (he frees ended
up-on deck, when they arrived in Chicago, all 24 frees
were still together and given special attention,

randomly placed on deck (bottom lefl) and were kept ||




Long gone are the days when the
Captain would stand outside on a
cold, stormy night holding on
tightly to the wooden wheel of the
ship as the seas tossed the ship
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Shlps are run expertly by, joysticks
and computers. We were amazed
‘at the technology on board the
Mackinaw.

As part of our four, we were able to see many of.
rooms where the ylo-day operations
Mackmaw take place. One of the -.highngh
being on the bridge, looking out over (ﬁ:ebnygan
siiting in one of the Captain chairs!
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ALGOMA, WISCONSIN
pirthplace {0 Captain Herman Schuenemann

Thursday, December 4th, 2008

Our goal was to see and experience as many points of
interest that we could on our trip to Chicago. The trees
were tucked away on board the Mackinatw and we were
finally on our way.

First stop after leaving Thompson was Algoma, Wis-
consin. Although there are no significant historical points
to visit here, we couldn’t drive by without stopping.

Top Right: Christmas Tree Ship Point. A small wooden
marker has been placed near the water. The sign reads.
“A schooner transporting Christmas trees to Milwaukee
& Chicago passed this point in the 1800’s. Captain Her-
man Schuenemann of the Christmas Tree Ship
“Rouse Simmons"” was bom in Algoma.”

Bottom Left: von Stiehl Winery. For three years the win-
ery sold a commemorative wine botile with a  special
“Christmas Tree Ship" label. Although no longer using
that label, we purchased a case of their Christmas wine
to share with our friends along the way.

Bortom Right: On the front steps of the historic building
Back row (L to R) Deanna Fish, Lauric Jasmin, Shirley
Leitgeb, & Beth Malloch.

Front row (L to B) Pam Zorn, Karen Klaus & Meg Wnuk
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TIO RIVERD, WISCONSIv
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Wheel of the Rouse Simmons as restored by
Mr. Jim Brotz. Mr. Brotz attended our dedica-
tion for the historical marker in 2006.

Thursday, December 4th, 2008
Rogers Street Fishing Museum & Coast Guard Museum.

Just about an hours drive from Algoma, we arrived at
Two Rivers and were greeted by Sandy Zipperer,
Director of the museum. Although closed for the winter
months, Sandy had graciously offered a private tour for
our group. The museum is home to the restored
wheel and other recovered artifacts from the Rouse
Simmons. Sandy, a shipwreck enthusiast, entertained
us with her knowledge of the schooner along with a
great tale of the shipwreck Vemon.. A wonderful hour
that was well spent and greatly appreciated by us all.
What a great experience to stand behind the wheel as
Captain Herman Schuenemann had done over 96 years
before us.
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FISHING VILLAG
COAST GYARD MUSEUM

Laurie & Sandy standing in front of the
recovered wheel of the shipwreck Vemon.

Where We Are
Two Rivers: :







After leaving Two Rivers, our next planned destination was
the Milwaukee Yacht Club where the Rouse Simmons anchor is
on display. With heavy traffic and less than perfect directions
from Map Quest, we missed the desired exit so We by-passed
the city of Milwaukee completely. Perhaps we would try again
on our return trip.

% The entire ride was smooth sailing all the way with Pam
i at the wheel and Meg as our navigator. All were relieved when

we reached the hotel and were able to unloa

d, have a cup of
coffee. and hegin planning for the next day.

Alfier a brief rest, we bundied up against the cold and took :
a brisk walk down to Navy Pier, which was only four blocks from
our hotel. Satisfied that we were prepared for the ecarly morning

arrival of the Mackinaw, we headed back to the room and shared
a bottle of wine from the von Stiehl winery.
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