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December 5th, 2008

Amving at Navy Pier at 7:30 a.m.. the first thing
WE saw as we walked out of the parking garage
was the U.S.C.G.C. Mackinaw. At 8:00 a.m.. the
ship was scheduled to begin its last leg of the trip
as she made her way to dockside.

The Mackinaw was escorted into the harbor at
Navy Pier by the Chicago Fire Department and Po-
lice boats.




The Christmas trees were piled high on deck but
by now they were covered with a blanket of
SNOW. As excited as we were to waltch as our
rees finally amved in Chicago, we also were
aware of the historical significance: of this' project.
Galls to home were made as 'the band played and
the Mackinaw laid on her hom.




No tree was tied to the mast of the ship as Cap-
tain Schuencmann was known to do, but a beauti-
ful wreath was hung by the crew. Captain George
Lisner had cut boughs from the trees on board
while out on the lake. While over the wreckage
site of the Rouse Simmons. one of the wreaths
were tossed overboard while the crew onboard
took part in a brief ceremony.

There was a flumy of activity at dockside as soon
as the Mackinaw had stopped. While we stood
watching. a ramp was laid down to allow people
10 get on and off the ship. A few minutes later,
we were personally invited to board and waiting
on deck to greet us were Commander Scott J.
Smith, Captain George Lisner and other crew
members from the ship. We were speechless,
honored and proud.

Within a few minutes we were escorted 1o the
Wardroomwherewewouldbetakmgpanmm
school presentations later in the morning.




(L to R): Beth Malloch, Deanna Fish, Meg Wnuk, Laurie Jasmin,
Commander Scott J. Smith, Captain George Lisner, Pam Zom,
Karen Klaus & Shirley Leitgeb.

Prior 1o the moming school presentations, we
were all invited to take part in a tour of the
ship.

Top: Commiltce Member Deanna Fish

Right: Beth Malloch sits in the Captains chair.
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Also on board and faking part in the presentation was
Ruth Flesvig Gibson, her brother Robert Flesvig and family.
rheir mother, Ruth Erickson Flesvig was one of the children
who waited patiently on the dock for the Rouse Simmons to  ar-
rive in 1912, They have written a childrens book, “The Christ-
mas Tree Ship” and it tells of their family and their connection 10
this story.

Top Left: Ruth Flesvig Gibson and her book

Top: A family photo of the Flesvig's. The tree to the left of Ruth
was recovered from the Rouse Simmons and was presented to
her mother in 1990 by the Maritime Society, The tree replaced
the one she did not receive in 1912,

Boftom Left: Robert Flesvig




Photos of just a few of the children who were
at the presentation. They were also given a
tour of the Mackinaw as part of their field trip.
They were all such great listeners, very polite
and respectful.

Capfain. George Lisner, Chairman of the
Chicago Christmas Ship Committee. Captain
Lisner was our main point of contact through:-
out the whole event and made sure that we
were able to participate in all of the events
during the two days.

Navp Pier
Decernber Sth, 2008

A Special Orpament from
the forcets of
Thompsan, Michigan
"Cast Portof Call
for the Pistoric
Christmas Cree Ship

As each child left the room, we presented
them with a special omament that was
designed & crafted by Char Crosby along

with a pencil that read “Last Port of Call—
Thompson Michigan®. Also in the gift
bag was a brochure on Thompson.




Winter Wonderfest
Navy Pier

After spending the morning with
the children, it was time for
lunch and a little shopping at
Navy Pier. Of course, we
couldn’t pass us the chance to
Visit the winter wonderland and
have our photo taken in the
giant rocking chair. To be able
1o see that through the eyes of a
child!’ Awesome!
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The centerpiece of Chicago's Christas Ship Ji
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Captain Dave Truit
&
Captain Walter Lisowski
FFollowed by the

Coast Guard Mascot

Top: Although hard to see in the photos, each of the two
trees and the Mackinaw were decorated with Christmas
lights.

Right: Three of our trees had been selected for the
ceremony.

Bottom: The Taft High School Eagle Singers. Before the
ceremony began, we were entertained with Christmas
Carols.
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Bolow: Reverend  Kevin - Mcl3rien. Chaplain
afficiated at the Biossing of he Wreath memorial
ceremony’ This ceremony honored  the Great
Lakes Ship Captains and theit Crows who have
perished at sea. Particudar attention was given
10 Captain Hemman Schuenemann and the entire
crew of the illHated Rouse Simmons

Left:  As the wreath was laid at |l|c' fool of lljt‘
statue, “Captain at the Helm”, the military sa\!ulu}
and a silence fell over the crowd. It was a
dignified yet solemn moment.




Pictured Above
Commander Scott J. Smith, USCH Mackinaw?
Rear Admiral Clifford Sharmpe, USN Commander Naval
Service Training Command, Great 1L.akes
Captain George Lisner Merchant Marine & Chairperson

of Chicago’s Christtnas Ship Commitiee
Rick Renick, Master of Cerermonics

Above: As Commander Smith addressed the
crowd, he graciously acknowledged the frees on
board the ship that came from Thompson.

Left: Speaker, Rear Admiral Clifford Shamp




[
Captain Lisner brought two families on stage and T
presented each with a tree.  After the ceremony
he spoke with me and commented on how
beautiful our frees were. We were to find out

later that some families received decorations and
present to put under their Christmas tree.

Left: One of the trucks as it
‘with a load of trees.

leaves Navy Pier
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The smiles

that made
this
all

worthwhile!
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Donnita Travis, who helped deliver our trees

al one of the distribution points wrote:

“Thank you again for bringing the Christmas
Spiril 10 our children & families. It was a
glorious day.*

Donnita sent us the pholos of (he families
along with some quotes (hat she recorded.
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Scenes from last week’s trip to Chicago by the Thompson :
Historical Advisory Committee and other local residents.
The group went to the Windy City to celebrate the delivery
of 24 local trees, which were shipped with more than 1,100
others aboard the Coast Guard cutter Mackinaw. The
project was part of Chicago’s Christmas Ship, an annual ‘
effort to provide trees to families that cannot afford them.
This was the first year the Thompson group was involved
with the campaign, but members pledge to make it a yearly
occurrence. The committee’s involvement gave members
the chance to promote Schoolcraft County and make a di- i
rect connection between the current project and the most of
famous Christmas Tree Ship — the ill-fated Rouse
Simmons, which sailed from Thompson in 1912, loaded
with Christmas trees for Chicago, only to go down withall » ,
hands in a Lake Michigan gale.
Top left: On their way to Chicago, the local contingent -
stopped at the Rogers Street Fishing Museum in Two Riv- &
ers, Wis., where they posed with the wheel from the Rouse
Simmons. From left: Karen Klaus, ShirleyLeitgeb, Beth
Malloch, Pam Zorn, Laurie Jasmin, Deanna Fish and Meg
Wnuk. {

Top right: The cutter Mackinaw, loaded with the Michigan
trees, arrives at Chicago’s Navy Pier Friday morning.
Middle Right: Pam Zorn conducts one of several presenta- |
tion for Chicago school children, telling them about &'
Thompson, Capt. Herman Schuenemann and the Christ- |} !
|Bottom right: The first trees are distributed to tamilies in e
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