[bookmark: _Hlk127528119]ROUSE SIMMONS - CHRISTMAS TREE SHIP
Newspaper Articles by Date:
1.	11/30/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – November 29th – Rouse Simmons 3 days overdue in Chicago
2.	11/29/1912 Detroit Free Press – November 28th – Rouse Simmons Overdue
3.	11/29/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Watch for Lost Schooner commanded by Capt H. Nelson
4.	12/15/1912 Detroit Free Press – Schooner Butcher Boy overdue – Reference to Rouse Simmons lost with 17 persons
5.	12/03/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article – Rouse Simmons overdue – reference leaving Thompson Harbor. Captain Scheuneman, Captain Charles Nelson and 14 hands are on board
6.	12/05/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Christmas Ship Lost on the Lake with 17 On Board.  List of crew members including Captain Nelson’s wife. Rumors Craft was Unseaworthy
7.	12/06/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article – Continued Search for Rouse Simmons – Cutter Tuscarora searched for Rouse Simmons 
8.	12/06/1912 Unknown Source - Vessel’s YAWL is Found – Continued search for Rouse Simmons. The Seamen’s union asked to have boat sent to Mud Bay or North Bay to see if Rouse Simmons can be found.
9.	12/07/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Search for Bodies Continue, Sailor’s Union to sell Christmas Evergreens Lost from Rouse Simmons.
10.	12/08/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Schooners Minerva & Arizona captains state weather had been as nasty as they had ever experienced, and they declared it impossible that the Rouse Simmons could still be afloat.  Search by Cutter Tuscarora continues to find the wreck
11.	12/09/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune – Schooner George Marsh and Hossack arrive in CThicago after storm which is supposed to have sunk the Rouse Simmons.
12.	12/15/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI – Revenue Cutter Mackinaw, acting under orders from Washington, make search for Rouse Simmons. Possibility that schooner was stranded on one of the isolated islands in northern Lake Michigan.
13.	12/18/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI – Search for Rouse Simmons by Cutter Mackinaw under orders from treasury department was abandoned, believed sank with crew.
14.	04/11/1924 – Two Rivers Wisconsin news article -  Find Relics of Lost Ship – Captain Norman Allie, owner of the “Reindeer”, found billfold of Captain Schnemann in nets along with clipping from Thompson Michigan newspaper.
15.	12/19/1971 Escanaba Daily Press – 12/19/1971 – Christmas Tree Ship Wreckage Sighted – Interviews with local residents of Thompson – Nels Bouschor, Osborne Stanley & Mrs. Alvin Nelson
16.	Manistique Pioneer Tribune – by Jack Orr – An Unpublished Story about the Christmas Tree Ship Sinking – Letter written by late Ernest Williams who cut trees for the schooner and knew Captain Scheunemann
17.	Manistique Pioneer Tribune – Date Unknown – by Jack Orr.  There Were Two Christmas Ships.  An article written by Mr. William Griffin in the Chicago Tribune.
18.	The Journal – Schooner Tragedy Sank Old Time Yule Custom by Robert Wells
19.	Unknown Source – Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and Daughter Elsie Take Up Work of Husband and Father
20.	06/22/1933 Christmas Tree Lady Summoned – Mrs. B. Scheunemann, Well known in County dies in Chicago
21.	05/23/1913- Unknown Source - From The Dead – Note Supposedly Written by Member of Crew of Ill Fated Rouse Simmons, Found.  Here for Trees, Widow of Captain Scheunemann, who was drowned, now conducts business.
22.	11/27/1975 Green Bay Press Gazette - Christmas Tree Ship is now TV Documentary – by Bob Woessner
23.	5/11/1924 Unknown Source – Wallet of Captain Herman Schuenemann found and delivered to wife
24.	Unknown Source – Letter from Theodore S. Charrney – historical background of Capt. Schuenemann
25.	12/24/1973 Manistique Pioneer Tribune – Christmas tree ship lies beneath Lake Michigan waters by Katherine Lebrasseur
26.	Unknown Source – Newspaper Photo of Rouse Simmons in Sheboygan
27.	12/04/1975 Unknown Source – Notes on the Christmas Tree Ship
28.	11/21/1987 Milwaukee Sentinel by Jay Joslyn “Tales, ballads tell story of Christmas Tree Ship”
29.	11/22/1987 Manistique Pioneer Tribune “Mrs. Harding remembers Christmas Tree Ship well”
30.	March 1977 - Unknown source by Karen Suratt “Bottle washed up on shore with note from Uncle Herman”
31.	11/23/1989 Milwaukee Sentinel by Suzanne Kautsky Weiss  “Shipwreck” details saga of Christmas Tree Ship highlighting Dan Hildebrand (diver) , locations of artifacts
32.	Unknown Source “Hulk Recalls Saga of Christmas Tree Ship”
33.	12/24/1970 The Mining Journal “Christmas Tree Ship Still Lost On Lake”
34.	Unknown source by Helen Burrowes “Christmas Tree Laden Ship Vanished Into Lake in 1912” photo
35.	12/12/1971 Milwaukee Journal by Robert W. Wells “ 59 year riddle is Solved” Diver Kent Bellrichard fins and films the wreck of the Rouse Simmons
36.	Unknown source “Fate of the Rouse Simmons Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913, IS Sealed In Lake Michigan”
37.	Unknown Date Escanaba Press “Old Timers Recall Sinking of Ill-Fated Ship Rouse Simmons
38.	12/1967- 1/1968 Milwaukee Sentinel “Yule Tree Ship That Sank in 1912 Still a Legend”
39.	12/19/1966 Milwaukee Sentinel “Christmas Tree Ship Kin Sought”
40.	12/24/1944 Chicago Tribune by Delos Avery “Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912”
41.	6/22/1933 Pioneer Tribune “Christmas Tree Lady Summoned” obituary
42.	8/1913 unknown source “Voice from Dead” note by Capt. Chas. Nelson found in bottle
43.	12/22/1966 Pioneer Tribune Letter to the Editor by George Matthews
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4B sl apE Lt s wuB e v vesesne
for Mrs David- N. Hanson Jr.

Mrs. Hanson, formerly Miss Sarah Evelyn
Hooper of 8510 Lexington avenue, had been
engaged . !or| some tlme to David N. Hanson
Jr. of 4737 Ems avenue. Recently they quiet-
1y selected an apartment at 6326 Greenwood
avenue. . Pgpa Hanson joined RMands with
Papa. Hooper and they quietly furnl

“ Now we've got a home, let's ge|
‘In it,” suggested Miss Sgrah. “ Church wed-
dings are too common; let'! do something un-
usual.”

‘The prospective husband of the pretty girl
promptly agreed. The Rev. George Burman
Foster of the University of Chicage was
pledged to secrecy. Half a dozen intimate
friends were Invited by- phone té *‘come
around and look at the new flat.”’

They dropped in Tuesday night. After
looking through the apartment Miss Hooper
suggested they visit the gun parior. - The cur-
tains were puiled back and therestood Dr.
Foster, prayer book in hand.

Before the guests had recovéred thelr sur-
prise, they found they were guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Hanson.

Early | yesterday morning the apartment
‘was dark. The couple were speeding south-
wards on their honeymoon. They will be at
home after Feb. 1.

GIRDERS HIGH UP IN THE AIR
> MADE REFUGE FROM POLICE.

betectives, Baffled by Ironworkers Who
Thiew Red Hot Boltsat Teamster, Fi-
nally Trap Fug.ltljes .

‘Three ironworkers accused of throwing red
hot bolts at a negro teafnster led detectives
a merry chase yesterday afternoon up.the
steel skeleton of the Continental-Commercial
Bank building at La Sale and Quincy streets.
They climbed the steel columns and crossed
fron girders which the policemen dared not
tread. They defled their yunuerl to tollnw
them,

Detectives Thomas . Flanigan -and John
Lefinon decided to abandon thelchase. They
retraced uuelr #téps ‘and held a councl! of
war.

“I'm a married man and I can't afford to
die or I would have chaséd those fellows
into the sky,” declared Flanigan.

“ Hire an aeroplane,” suggested & work-
man.

The detectives decided they would sit and
wait. It was not long before the three fugi-
tives descended. thinking tho coast clear.
They gave their names as Harry Junkus,
Orey Ling, and W. J. Renner.

CANT GET NTO. SUIT; SUES.

Miss Ethel Kirkman. Sends Dress to

Cleaner—Shrinks:So Owner
" Can’t Wear It.

Miss Ethel Kirkman of Evanston, daugh-
ter of M. ‘M. Kirkman, formérly vice presi-
dent of the Chicago and Northwestern rail-
road;. yesterday sued H. 8. Singer, a tallor,
for $65, the value of e white flannel suit
Singeris said tohave spolled in the clunln;

According {c Lim: Kirkman, she sent the
suit to Binger to be cleaned,

 Jto the police of being robbed.

itornis l)vemx:_L

Irivate voneern.

WOMAN DEPOSITOR SUES.

«.The story of how a Chicago private banker
made $60.000 profit In five years by banking
methods which Includé bookkeeping with a
few sheets of paper, ;recited yesterday be-
fore Municipal Judge Fake, gives one more
reason for private bank supervision in Illi-
nois.

The story came !rnm the “ banker " him-.

self, Frank G. Hajlcek, 3341 West Twenty-
sixth street. According to.his own story he
operated his *“ bank " entirely on the confl-
‘demce-of his depositors. Now and then he
admitted there Were “ disagreements " with
them. He added all the disagreements were
settled in his fnvol\—unl‘ll thik week.
Woman Sues Banker..

One of these misunderstandings was the
cause of Hajicek's appearance In‘court. Mrs,
Antonle Pospisi], 2858 South Springfield ave-
nue, s suing him for a balance of $000 on a
devposit of $1,200 which she says she put In
the bank in 1911. Hajicek asserts she dépos-
ited only $300.

Hajlcek told the court he had gone out of

the banking business and into the real estate

trade. He wore, among other things, a large

diamond ring.

** Your cllents consisted mostly of Bohe-
mians?’ Charles F. Lowy, attorney tor Mrs.
Pospisil, asked him,

“ Yes,” answered the witness.

“* They came to wou because they had im-
plicit confidence in you "

“Yes 5

“Did you keep any record of deposits
made?

*Tha only record kepl was the depasit
S“T)-"

“ Who made out tho deposit slip?*

*The man who &id the depositing.”

All Settlements in Favor of Bank. -

“ We sometimes did have misundersund
ings with our patrons, but these cases always
were settled in favor of the bank, aiid the
depositors accepted the right sum, ;mrd-
ing to the records kept.”

"* What were these records?’

“1 kept a sheet of paper and on this sheet
‘we entered the deposits in @ lump sum. .If
the depositors lost their deposit slips,.mwe
had no way ‘of telllng how much the de-
positors had given us.”

The case will be resumedtoday. -

THUGS ROB FOUR; SHOOT ONE.

Frank Larson Wmmded ‘as. He Tlees
‘from Thief—Three Other

! Holdups. - -
Holdup men were active on zh. ‘west an
sotith ‘sides last night. Four mén Teporte

Frank Lawson, 666 South State street, was
confronted by a negro at South. Wa
avenue and ‘East Twelfth st
ened at the eight of & revolver,hvuo
The robbers’ -hoz and wounded him.

Johni Laltte;

A5 fr2

sy prﬂ\'el)’ théy sighted the ** Chrlltmn.

Inexplicable as 1t {8 now, bids fair to become

weéks without being sighted.

#on's partner in the Christmas _tree ven.

Of the fall storme.

p(er. Man{stiqie, $ichi o

has been found the lGokouts on:

ship.” Its disappearance, If it remains as

one of the great mysteries of the great lakes. ’

Seamen Still.Cling to Hope.
Chl::aao seamen still cling to the'hope that | -
thé vessel may be aficat somewlierd far from .
shore. They polnt out-that nivigation fg .. |
cloged and there are g few craft'on the lake
that a ship, i cisabled, might dritt ~houti o~

‘Faith in this theory. yeste: led " the
treasurer of the Chlcnge Seumen's uniop to
telegraph: to Capt. Berry of the Tui
request to steam “dut. into the hke

Tuscarora started . or receipt:of.
and is now covering the course;
Bimmona {s supposed to have taken.
Beamen admit, however, that
maated schooner eighted in.distress oft:
anee wes the “ Christmas ghip:* it al
ertalnly has gone to the bottom.. No craft |
could have continued fong I that part of ths
lake without being seen by passing vessels, k

‘Aboard the Missing Craft. - .

‘The lone woman aboard the Rouse Stm- o
mons was the wife of thecaptain, Oscar Nel- 5
son, who was In command.

The others were:

Capt. Frank Schucnemani, Capt. Nq

ture.
Alex. Johnaon, first mate.
Edward Minogue, -allof.
Frank Sobata, sallo
Gearge Watson, sallor.
Ray Davis, sailor.
Courad Grifiin, sallor.
George Quinn, sallor.
Edward Murphy, sailor.

neaworth)'
.the schooner got In bas
rats deserted it Ng définlte
to the craft's condition was
terday.. It was said, howe:
simtlat :voyages; for years
1taelf tough enoushxtn
t
Phillp Bausewein, on
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. Mmaster. ghed and assured us'
Was no danger. ‘The boat is just de-
Y the wind,’ he safd.’
e weren’t gatisfied with that hnd went.
o County Commissioner Harris. , He could
. nothing for us. ‘Then we visl!ed a man
named Smith in the board of local improve-
ments in the city hall. ‘He was the only per-
. i®on among all_of those we *called on who
“'Beemed to show the slightest interest in our
grief. . He took us to the mayor’s office.
There one of the men at the door told us to
“Come around tomorrow.’ Think of telling
us to * Come around tomorrow ' when those
men might be perishing in the lake at that
moment. Wé never saw the mayor. He
,mever knew we were outside. We wentaway
. erying.”

August Schuénemann, a brother of the
captain of - the \Rouse Simmons, fourteen
syears ago lost his life with a crew of four
men when he tried to bring to Chicagoaload
of Christmas trees on the two masted schoon~-
er Thal. The ship foundered in a heavy gale
oft Gross Point. A few of the bodies were
washed 'up on the shore.

Tr Business Many Years.

Frank Schunemann and Neison have been
lb the Christmas tree business for many
.¥years. Schunemann himseif has operated
. _boats on the lake in that business for twenty-
Ly geven years. He and Nelson own two farms
- 'in"Schooleraft county, Michigan. They are
" - paving the firs on these tracts, however, and
“were cutting their trees at a distance from
“their own lands under contract.! Thelr av-
erage load,of trees was from 300: to 400 tons.
" .The larger tress were stored on top of the
‘deck {n & boxlike structure and the hold was
med for underbrush and material that was;
'be made frito. Wreaths, l
;Schunémant- lost one boat before. That
was the -Mary Cullen.. The boat sank, but
‘the crew was saved. He has sailed on-his
Christmas tree voyages in the Maggle Dal,
the Ida, the Jessle Phillips, the Truman

»Héss, and the George L. Wrenn. |

k. -WHO LOST $17,000 IN CASH?
e OWNER WON'T' GI\FE NAME.

"{7ant'Ad Causes C‘on:ideubh Specala-
> tion, Ranging from Kirby to Press
Agent, and Stirp Slauthl.

éL Bﬂt\ CY-LOST-TUESDAY NIGHT-EITHER
i‘on Twenty-second-st. or on Michigan-blvd., oron
thtttrll.. $17,000 in currency of Jarge denomina-
~tions.” ‘Wil pay very liberal reward. X
‘“I'he foregoing *' blind " ade was Inserted
7 b Tl-m Tlunux» lan night by an unjdentified
reon; smd withln an hour the police were
orking -on three different theorles,. The

the lost money was taken to the |

‘It's some of ‘the $1,000 bills that were

SHIFT SCENE OF
KILLING 70 COURT
Michigan ,Aﬂthoi'itiés Show

Jury How H. W. Fisher of ~
Chicago Met Death.

DIG...'UP ‘BIG .TREE STUMP.

Posmon of Riﬂe When Found by
%ervtmt May Determme Fate
of 0. M. _Auerba.ch.

[BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.]
Baldwin, Mlc "Dec. 4.~

came late, in the afterngon nulon‘ <
Sjolden, s cmt&kgr at MM«' farm and
now occupant of the farmhouse, was testify-
ing, regarding the circumstances of the find-
ing of Fisher" s body and the: rifle near |

The. rifle and the lmmp of ‘a tree; upon
whilch Auerbach s4ys he placed;the weapon.
when-it ‘slid off; struck the,;tump, and u:cl-‘
dentally was disc! arsed.- i
in the courtroom pln!u view of the jury.'
Prosedutor B.'N, Savidge of *Reed City, ap-

pointed. by Judge Charles A. Withy to con- |~

duct -the: case for the | state, grabbed the rifie

| and ordered the ‘witness to show the.

how_the weapon lay wlth reference to Flth-‘

er’s body. .

Tells of mndlng niﬂe. : .

*The rifle lay atthe stump," “said Sjolden. |
Nobody: had ‘touched. it bécause every oni
3 it up; \nd ‘found

ullet ‘h.ole in the

ulder blade and

a lal'-g'er
breast on
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them -over into a sort of
rd"” class now!
‘he boats ‘clearing had- on
of 230,000 bushels in the
guring flax on a basis of
shel in value,| $3,000 had
ip as premium.

boats. . ‘'were ' manifested”
1 to the harbor of Buffalo.
wugh the open ' weather
ted or should ‘there be a
» ‘little shipping would bhe
or after 'Dec. 16. For
.ny respectable tonnage
be no profit.

the five lakes after Dec.
be essentially emerging
t those that attempt to
1ort . distance - passenger
freight -schedule. - Those
first’ class . will head in
1ere until the ice puts a
The handful in the sec-
A1l -also operate as long-
o be any justification.
expected that the Booth

posts marking the channel.

CUTTERUNABLETO

Tuscarora’s Report Coincides
With . -8hipping = Circles’
Verdict of “'Lost.”’ Vl\)“
: ————s v

CHICAGO, Dec.  5.—The revenue
cutter Tuscarpra, which started ves-
terday .on -a search for the schooner
Rouse Simmons, reported by wire-
less this forenoon. that fog over the
lake was heavy and that no trace of

the missing schooner had been found.
Shipping “interests accepted as a fact

city will keep. its boats
the hazard becomes too
1y are locked in by ice.

JUR LAKE
R MISSING VESSEL

Dec.  5.—Search for the
oner Rouse Simmons will
n Lake Michigan tomorrow.
ts-tree-laden craft. report-
sjone down’ in ithe middle
with:17-persons o oard, ]
v weeks overdue. but swift
.chts will -leave Chicago
1 spréad out in fan-shaped
ep _the lake: for-the miss-
r. for wreckage or boats
ale of her loss.
wspaper ' expeditions .are
make the search. The
tay. out several days or
cessary to make sure.of
the Rouse: Simmons. No
n received at Captain Her-
nan's-home-here up to a
1ight, and hope is fading
»f the 'men might have
e -in. the -schooner’s ' life-
Simmons ~went. down as
wreckage found by fish-
ngshoremen.
e men' afloat ‘on ‘wreck-
Jats: the rescuing - parties
them before it is too late.
—_—

FOR NORTH -
JRE L 8. STATIONS

& MARIE, -Mich., Dec. 5!—
‘ates -revenue cutter -left
~ith supplies for the. life
ons ' between White Fish
;and Marais. Supplies. for
were lost in the. sinking
L Shore in 'November and
ter was -available it was
time that station residents
rd pressed. for® provisions
vinter - closed. 4 .
1s at’ Washington for.the
rnment cutters, ~however,
:d and -the. supplies left

g ol -
[-SUPERIOR HARBOR..
Arrivals.
. Goulder. John W. Moore, J.
1.-S.. Wilkinson, ¢oal; Thomag
A iron. 3 .
Departures.

dlneh, 8. .8. Curry, Sierra;

the loss of the vessel. with Her crew
of 17 including one woman. -

A later wireless from the Tuscarora
stated that the steamer George. N.
Orr spoken by. the revenue citter
yesterday, reported ‘a few miles south
of ' Racine. The Tuscarora visited
the vicinity but saw no wreckage or
a vessel in distress.

The steam barge Arizona, bound
from . Midland,. Ont:, for Chicago with
lumber; . "dué’ here yesterday morn-
Ing, has mot Arrived. =~ .. TTi- .
" Oty siignt” inedbiness T’ £ait, How-
ever, as the Arizona is a ‘staunch
vessel ‘well "able to weather any ordin-
ary gale, The crew numbers '15.
Later Captain Herman Jaenke of

.| the George N. Orr explained-that he

was mistaken wheén he reported hav-
ing sighted the- Rouse Simmons off
Racine yesterday morning. Captain
Jaenke arrived in- Milwaukee today
and communicationed - with marine
agents - in: Chicdgo. ° 4 =
“I heard a bell which seemed to’
he about three miles from shore dpd
I jumped to the- conclusion that it
must have been the-Rouse Simhions,”
said Captain Jaenke. s o
“I made this geport to Captain
Berry; of the Uilited States revenue
cutter Tuscarora, but the fact is"t4at
I did not see any vessel. I simply
heard a bell and now I think-it must
have bheeri some of “the - lighthouses,
either at Milwaukee or- Racine.”
_ Find ‘of Fishermen:
MANITOWOC, - Wis,, Dee. 5.—Miite
evidence tending to show the'schoon-
er Rouse Simmons les at the.bottom
of Lake Michigan off Two Rivers
Point: 12 'miles north. of this city,
was ‘brought ~here today by fisher-
men. who in lifting their, nets found
entangled ‘in.the mesh, several small
particles of Christmas tree tops. The
find was made by Two Rivers fish-
ermen about-five miles. north .of t4at
¢ity ‘and the life :saving crew is ' mak;-
ing, an investigation in an attempt
to- Iocate. the ‘wreckage of the .miss-
ing boat. - : fes
The Two Rivers. station crew  pa-
trolled 'the lake for 24 hours'a week
ago -at - the -time' a - three-masted
schooner was reported in distress off
Kewanee and it is believed riow the

boat- was the Simmons and that she

FIND SCHOONER|

Edward, Logan, Phillip, Clinton; Lew-
is, ‘Bsther and Dorothy, of this city;
Mrs.-R. W. Borton of Two Harbors

and Garfield and Winfield of Minne- {]

apolis, all of whom weré with him
when‘he passed away. :

raging at that time.
Captain Sogge .6f the Two. Rivers
station is of the opinion -that the

boat. with its entire crew.'went.down ||

at this point.

LIGHTKEEPER RESIGNS
AT PORT OF GENESEE

CHARLOTTE, N. Y., Dec. 5.—William
Smith, for two years assistant keeper
of the Cenesee light station at’ Char-
lotte, has. resigned. 0 appointment
te the position has been-made. The
position pays $480 annually.

— i
: DETROIT PASSAGES.
. (News Tribune Special.)

DETROIT, Mich.,” Dec. 5.—Up:
talia, 7:20 Wednesday night; = Wy
-dotte, 10:20; M. H. Boyce, 10:40; Tago-
na, 11; Northern Wave, 8:20 ursday.
merning; Dunn, 9:30;. Munro, _9:50;
Paris, Mapleton, 10:10; Kenora, 10:30;
Pope,- 10:50; M. C. Smith, 12:40;; J. C.
Gilchrist, 12:50; Amazonas, 2:10; Yale,

2:305: Brower, 5:20; - A. Upson, 5:25;
Oglebay, Troyone, 8.
Down: Wilkesbarre, 7:30 Wednes-

day-night; D. M. Mills, Alexander, An-
derson, 8; Beatty, 8:50; Penobscot, $:30;
Burli] 5; Pawnee, Orton, J. R.

Edw: §, 10:10;. Jenks, 8:30 ursday
morning; Lyman C. Smith, 10:10; Cog-
estoga, 10:30; Australia, '10:50; Buell,
Elearior, 1 ;- _Wyoming, Arthur, | |8
Scotia, 1:15 p. m.; Mohawk, 4:50; W. E.:|]

Francomb, Wall,
7y Buffalo, 7:15;

7 - Winnipeg,
6:15; H.. H. Brown,-
Arlington, 7:20.

(News Tribune Special.)
SAULT STE MARIE, Mic: Dec. 5.—
Up: Augustus, 10:30 last night; Iro-
quois, 5 a. m.; Keewatin, 10; Capadian,
11; Kirby 1 p.m.; Atikikan, 2. John
Relss, 3:30; Muncy, 4.
Down: Huronic, 7 last night; Hurl-
byt, Smith, 10; Lackawanna,
a.tm.; Stadaconna,.2:30; Heffelfinger,

Huronic, 4; Stormount, “6:30; Fair-
mount, 7; McKinstry, 8; Graham, noon;
‘Rosemount, 3:30; Neebing, 5.

TAKING CENSUS IN

“® - HUDSON BAY |

From Leslie's Weekly: . . g
The “work” 'ahead was to find out

how many  Eskimos and other hu- |

man. beings lived alqng the. barren
coast of Hudsons. bay, between Fort
«Churchill. and . Chesterfield - Inlet. It
was’ only' one small end. of the ziz-
antic census' of -all human life in

the 800,000 square miles of wilder-}

ness and ‘polar barrenibetween Hud-
sons bay and the great bear on the
east’ and west, and the fifty-eigth de-
gree and the - Arctic ocean- on the
north and south. The work was begun
more. than two years ago, but it isn't
completed yet, except.in the 100,000
square ‘miles along.the west shore of
the -great bay. - x ’

There hdve been few undertakings
more filled: with-the elements of Tro-
mance and adventure, of hardship and
the picturesque, than this taking of
a. census ih a countrv of savaserv

was lost in the big sea which was|#8
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AUUUNES DOCTOR
IN DIVORCE CASE

Harry 0. Whitlock Teils Court
Dr. C. . O’Byrne Called
‘Too Often.

CROSS

BILL ON RECORD.

Charges Husband with Plot to

Ruin Own Wife and Good
Name of Physician.

* A really truly divorce drama. with big
first, second, and third acts and the final
curtaln yet to fall, was staged in Judge
Dever's branch of the Superfor court yes-
terday, The plaintiff, who spent mosttof the
day on the witness stand. is Harry O. Whit-"
lock, .an officlal in the reglstry dlvlslon of
the posto!ﬂce

The defendant fe Jenle Nickerson Whit-
lock. referred to in the evidence as **la wom-
an of surpassing beauty.” There is a third
person in the suit,” Dr. Charles C. O'Byrne.

The one slde of the story heard so far is
that of the stern husband. The other eide
has hed representation only in @ cross bill
which denies the ugly charges of the hus-
bamd, accuses him of a conspiracy to ruin
the xnod name of his wife and the big praoc-

‘tice of the physicien, and recites numerous

scts of cruelty ‘to the fair Mrs. Whitlock,
In one instance, it is related, the ‘husband
uwmcpled' his bare fistswith brass kmxcklu

. | Husband Tells His Story.
Whitiock said Dr. O'Byrne was first called
to attend the birth off a daughter.
“ After that the doetor kept coming,”’ said
Whitlock. * l-r’e-oened\ about forty or fifty

.ume-

hmock m!d Dr. O'Byrne attended the
birth ot his son in November, 1911, and the
visits came with increased frequency there-
‘after. Then he came to ** the incident of the
gun play.”

. One night I came home for dinner, "' he
said, - and was struck by the fact that my
wite was not at the door, as had been her
custom, to mee!,mp 1 fougd her In the draw-
{ng rogm seated in g gT t 201t chair before
ane wore a sitk negligée costume.

iAlefit L
NTILL . KU ll CE UK SHIP |

Relatives of Men ‘01’1 Christmas
Craft Yet Hope for Safety.
. =

IS FOUND

VESSEL'S YAWL

Search for Boat in Out of Way Har-
bors Will Be Continued.

Despite the fact that nét theslightest trace
was found yesterday of the missing-** Chrisi-
mas ship " Rouse Simmons, relatives of the
men who salled from Chicago on the veseel.
still cling to the hope that it has not been
lost. |

Several reports were current that the boat

had put up at a hdrbor from which there
were no telegraphic ‘connections and that it
wag waiting there for favorable winds to
bring it to Chicago. |

One of these reports was that the boat is
either in Mud bay or North bay, which is
hear Baily's harbor and about 175 miles from
Chicago. The seamen’s union has been
asked to_have a boat semt there to see it the
Rouse Simmons can be found.

Tuscarora Search Futile. .

The expedition of the United States revenue
cutter Tuscarora in search of the missmg
shtp brought no results. The cutter put up
at Waukegan during the morning with the
report that nothing had been seen of the
“ Christmas ship.” A thick fog hung over
the lake during the greater part of the day
and made searching for the missin; vesscl
out of the questlon.

A wireless message early in the morning
give hope that th¢ ship might be found.
The message sald the Slmmons had been
sighted by the steamer George W. Orr three
miles south of Racine. Investigation of this
report proved it to be groundless.

Ship’s Yawl Found.

A ship's yawl was found tossing in the

waves off Kewaunee which was identical in

‘all respects with the single boat carried by .

the Stmmons. .Thé crew of the tow barge
Resumption came into Chicago with a story
of sighting the yawl on Friday.

Bearch for the missing ship will be resumed
today. It s planned to explore out of the,
way harbors into which the ship may have
been driven either by unfavorable winds or
by "accident. v .

TAKES 18 YEARS'T TO PBO‘PO’SE

James Johnston: Vidt- Swuqmnrt

nnsalle Snca 1RO4A_Nnw Wed-—
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- Christmas Evergreens Lost
Arom Rouse-Simmons, -
CHICAGOANS GIVE UP HOPE
N \ _‘ - " .
Search  for Bodies Continues
* = Among Drift on Shore at
¢ Pentwater, Mich.

Evergreen wreaths and Christmas trees,
 wrashed ashore yesterday by.
Pentwater, Mich., wlll be sold

the beneflt of the widows and tnmlhe: of the ‘

crew of the Rouse Simmons. ¢

The fate of Chicago’s Christmas ship has
®een settled definitely in the eyes of alf lake
sajlors. Hundreds of tangled Chﬂstmla trees
and evergreen wreaths were strewn’along the
beach for miles. Driven by the fifty xplle
gale that imperiled: scores of ships early in
the morning, the wreckage wa. piled on the

Life savers. aided by ﬂsx?ermen, aearched
samong_the drift for the body of some miember
©of_the vessel's crew.’ 'Cap Berry of the
‘fevenue cutter Tuscarora rfdoubled his ef-
forts’ more ﬂrmly to establish the fate of the
‘ship.. Hope was given up by the familiés of
‘members of the crew. Wives of several sajlc
ors visited headquarters of the Lake Saﬂun
wnion and gave 3 descnpuon of ‘their hus.
bands to Secretary T; A. Hanson, soif
‘was found identity could be es!abli!hed
without delay‘ ! -

Mrs: Herman 8chunemann, wife ot ‘the cap-
tain of the Rouse Simmons, will be asked

. commmeé of the union.to allow the'trees
TesC ed fromiha lake tobe sold: tor xhe beneﬂt o

| When the case ‘of Wlncrt di

in plain vioiaﬁon t the

a fireman at the county
no examin
a0ns affected by my order
a few days ‘When I cut down the cbunty
payroll list:iwas Miss Eilen MgWeeny. 2 4
askid“the-president of the civil service com-
mission about her claim to be on the paymu
but“recelved oniy an evasive reply ! which.
told me nothing.

Declares Greer Was Evasive,
* Greer answered my letters regarding the

¢+ 7| county hospital elevator operators, the: two

chauffeurs, and the firem
evasive manner. I'wrote he commission
for more definite Information‘and recefved it
immediately from Commtuionen Tatse gnd
Fechter.

“ Chtet MéWeeny pald me a frxendly catl
)eulerda}'
friendly call. In the course of our. brl¢f con- !
versation he told me Miss Elle; cWeeny.

in the same

the woman I cu oft the pay roll, vnfms Sls-
-ter.” B

appea!ed to (heSupreme cou:

that the’
tlons.
commission should have filled the
onice nn& certjfi the qualifica;

He Tremarked: it was merely a |





image12.jpeg
;ﬂli; be sent to Chlcagb, if the wid: W consents,
and will be sold by the Lake Sailors’union. «~

Other Boats Have Trouble.

That any of the crew survived is improb-
able, according to Capt. Garland of the life
saving station. Ships more seaworthy than
the Rouse Simmons weathered the fierce
storm with difficulty. Much alarm was felt
by the life savers and shipping men for the
safety of other ships out in the storm.

The east wind which sprang at night is
expected to cause bodles from  the Rouse
Simmons and more wreckage to come ashore.
The hope that some of those on board had
escaped in the life boat was abandoned fol-

. lowing:the fierce gale. Life savers think the
< whip foundered near Sturgeon bay. .

. The lifeboat carried by the Rouse Simmons
‘would not carry five men in an ordinary
rough sea, according to experienced sailors,
In case of heavy wind and high seas they
thought it not capable of carrying enough
men to manage it. The wreckage and part
of the cargo of the lost ship'which drifted to
shore caused the shipping agents who had
planned to chartet a vessel to go in search of
the Rouse Simmons ts abandon the plan.

, —
EASTON SAFE; IN DULUTH TODAY.
i Duluth, Minn., Dec. 6.—The steamer Eas-
ton of the Bdoth line'at 7 o’clock tonight was
released from the Iroquois reef. two hoursout
of Port Arthur; and proceeded under its own
steam to that port. All aboard are safe. The

boat §s expected to arrive in Duluth tomo’r{oy

MANY FISHERMEN LOSE LIVES.

LISBON, 'Portugal,, Dec. 6.—Eighty-two
Portuguese fishermen lost their lives-during
& storm this week on the coast of Portugal.
The survivors;suffered severe privations, be-
ing without food or: water for three days,’

-.while heavy and cold winds prevatled. Four |

men became insane, jump’ed overboard, and
were drowned. % 4

- BOY,'FAILURE IN THE'CITY,
©* EARNS'MEDAL ON FARM.

‘Chicago Yonuth 8aves Drowning Ghi
+and May Get Carnegie Reward fo

Application has” Deen ‘made by “the Big
Brother league for a-Carnégie medal for
2 Year old John Maliske. ‘While ini the city

the boy was' arraigned in the Juvenile court

several times, but after being placed in the
country he distinguished himself as o lite

saver. 5 E T X

' * Please send me. to a farm with a swim-
| ming hole,” the boy atked Judge Pinckne

when appearing the last time. ; i

Eibridge R. Colby, dibector of ‘the

Clhcase
that is more g:m Greer does.
"I had intended to keep McGovern, Bart-
_zen’s ‘secretary.  He seemed to be all right.
Then along comes Mr. Yount with his civil
service claim to the position.

law enforced. If sixty dey appointees are
absolutely necessary, we shall have them,
pending examinations; and if the civil service
commission finds that it needs further.time
for examination, I have no objection to re-
appointing men for another sixty days’ job.
But such practices ‘must be held down as
much as possible. There is golng to be no
politics in the service.”

" Greer’s Successor Picked.

Mr. McCormick was asked if he had picked
Greer’s successor. .

““Yes, I have,” he replied; ** but I am not
going to tell you. Comrgissioner Moriarity
picked my man, He is a good one.”

The public service comimittee of the new
ceunty board held its first meeting yesterday
afternoon. The principal acfion was the re-
Jection of the bids for the confract for supply-
ing nurses for the county hospital. |
Bartzen's move to let the.contract to the
lowest bldder arouseéd a starm of protest. The
two bids before the committee'were from the
IiYinols Post-Graduate and Training 8chool
for Nurses and the Illinols State Assoclation
of Hospital Managers. Mr. McCormick sug-
gested to hoid a special meeting next week to
consider the subject.

»C{ﬂzéns interested in the subject, Physi-

clans, and representatives .o
toattend and

" Mr. McCormick -announced he v,qu,]&’&iﬂt
the ‘Oak Forest infirmary, and in¥ited: the
members of th rd to.accompany him,

REFUSED-19 GIRL CAPTIVE
" MEXICAN REBELS FIRE TOWN

Vaile Del Bravo Practlcally Destroyed

- ‘by-Zapata mnd—InhaMtgnt Flse:
the Hills. et

€ women resic
The {inhabitants, a’midpa‘t}n‘gj
rebels would wreak vengeance on t|
to the surrounding hills, leaving
entirely deserted. T-h;ey"n’r‘n'; ‘to
ing from cold and hunger.' i :
The rebels appeared before the town hnd
sent "a’ demal prefect: for

Brothér leagie, sent. him 'to a farm neas

“All I want is to have the civil'service

fr

so
M
ab
th:
ap
alc
his
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Leriff Peters Asserts
1(} Girls Need Care.

JRE PLAYGROUNDS.
Chance to Enjoy Life, De-
ires the Official.

. )
ill in a state of siege from evil,
uty, of communities constantly
boy and girl of naturally good
affording them wholesome en-
nd recreation, Charles W, Pe-
puty sheriff, told the Irish/Fel-
resterday.
favored extension of Chicago’s

ygrounds system and the public

e those in the parks through-
and the use of public school

al dances until other halls can

strong plea for positive efforts
>d boys and girls‘’ from evil
1ch as public dance halls, as
inclined to delinquency and a

sibes Society’s Perils,

riff Peters said:

1& as it may be, we must con-
er 4,000 years of social order
- another, and after 2,000 years
¥, soclety is still in a constant

rrty class is compelled to main-
m by force or threat of force.
ot it, we have only to notice the
s on every hand, the watchmen
en everywhere, the enormous
iles of every nation on earth,

sums of money expended an-
istructing and maintalining safe
:s, the highway robberies com-
in the most densely*part of this,
-gest citles in the world.
humlliating part of all is that
:ountry on earth do the number
per caplta equal those in the
s, and in no other country do the
- the lack of respect for the law
in this country.

furder Record Disgrace.

- 128 murders in the United States
o each 1,000,000 inhabitants. In
‘e are seven to each 1,000,000 in-
Che glaring discrepancy ¢f these
sen two naftions so nearly alike
vernment is a disgrace to a free

$400,000,000 2 year to maintaln
r our crimipals. Half a million
ppropriated every two years by
Iilino!s for maintaining its penal

$6,000,000 and $7,000,000 is ap-
\nnually by the city of Chicago in
; its police force.

Cook county $250,000 annually
\ing the Criminal Court building,
he state's attorney’s force, the
w Criminal court, the criminal

—
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CRUSTED WITH ICE

Schooners Minerya and Arizo-
na, Long Overdue, Finally
Reach Chicago.

MARSH REPORTED SAFE:

Captains Tell of Stormy Voyages;
Nothing Heard of Rouse
Simmons.

The lumber schooner Minerva, crusted with
ice, yesterday mornihg made the mouth of
the Chicago river, ten days overdue. When
Capt. James Ellingson, with his six men,
1eft the vessel they sald they had seen enough
of the lake for this winter.

Word was given out by the agents of the
George Marsh, another missing schooner,
that it was safe with Its crew of seven. An-
other vessel which reached harbor yester-
day was the lumber scuooner Arizona.

The captains from both incoming craft
agreed that the weather had been as nasty
as they had ever experienced, and they de-
clared it impossible that the Rouse Simmens
could. still be aftosgt.

Saw Nothing of “Christmas Ship.”

“The Minerva has salled along the west
shore, the same course on which was the
Rouse Simmons, the ‘ Christmas ship,’ but
we saw nothing of it, and I do not expect
ever to see Capt. Nelson or any of his men
agaln. He was a fearless man, and no other
would have stayed in that heavy sea on a bot-
tom like his. But we never will know wheth-
er he had a chance to put to port.”

Concerning the trip of his own vessel, Capt.
Ellingson sald:

Capt. Cornelius McCauley, bringing in the
steamer Carolina of the Goodrich Transit
company, reported that while approaching
Milwaukee on Friday afternoon he passed
a schooner with broken mast and §fb boom,
but apparently able to manage.

This craft is assumed to be the south bound
City of Grand Haven.

Christmas Trees Washed Ashore.

The revenue cutter Tuscarora continues
its search for the wreck of the Rouso Sim-
mons. Evergreen and Christmas trees have
been pulled ashore in the fishermen’s nets
near Pentwater.

The committee appointed by the Lake Sea-
men's union to sell the Christmas trees res-;
cued from'the lake for the benefit of the
widows of the Roure Slmmons' crew wlilt
take action tomorrow.

More ships disabled and driven to shelter
by the.storm Friday morning will arrive in
Chicago today. The Cora A, J. V. Taylor,
and th> John B. left Balley’s Harbor last
night. &

1,000 New Pythian Knights.

A class of more than 1,000 candidates will be

(r1&eaac

BN
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Testifies Before Grand Jury on
Coloring of Butterine.

STUFF MAY BE POISONOUS.

Asserts Certain Ingredients Are Dan-
gerous to the Consumgr.

Samuel M. Fitch, collector of internal rev-
€nue in the Chicago district, appeared as wit-
ness before the federal grand jury yesterday
morning and testified to the actions of his
agents in uncovering the alleged $200,000
oleomargarine frauds.

He said some of his detectives held that
coloring ingredients might be poisonous.

-Thus far the grand jury.has not been in-
formed as to the ‘method by which It is
claimed the accused/companies colored their
oleo by artificial' means,

By the coloring they made the product
closely resemble butter, but Instead of pay-
in the 10 cents a pound tax imposed on the
colored oleo, declared it to be uncolored and
paid % cent a pound tax.

Frequently manufacturers use olls, which
constitute a natural ingredient of the finished
oleo, and though they may also furnish a
butter color the government finds no objec-
tlon to this practice.

—_—
Gas Killx Cattle Show Viaitor.

A defective gas jet Is belleved to have caused
the death of Edward L. Schlimmer, a retired farmer
of Hamburg, Mich., who was found dead In bed g
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. S. Coleman
11339 Maud avenue, yesterday. Schllmrmer was g1
years old. He was attending the live stock ehow.

| The ROTE
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» work of informing Good
mtity and condition of
| was begun.
committee is optimistie,
eums, it inds oaly about
880 have been taken care
aps 20,000 children whose
Christmas depends upon
the good fellowship of
ve not yet ‘ placed their

Ilp Fifty Families.

1 groups and organiza-
ge numbers of children.
iting of downtown club-
their intention of ¢aring
The Fifty club, organ-
@ solely for the purpoee
fifty chikdren on Christ-
in its request agaln this
he ‘“kide’ back of the

nan of the south side has
of fifteen famdilies. The
ment of the Presbyterian
and the Epworth league
1 Methodist Episcopal
tor & good number of chil-

an who takes bne or two
¢ two familiés, and sees
nissed on Christmas day,
of the pleasure of good

‘hristmas Needs.
te and sald that last year
d them altogether. Bhe
xplained the reason was
such a large family that
Santa Claus of their own.
ters and four brothers,’’
oldest ts a boy 16 y;rs
14 years old, the next/isa
am 11—then two girls, one
1 a bey 68, then a girl 4, a
le sister Rosette—she ia1

i from a girl in a basement

D

‘ M}nd Santa Claus to our

na has been working, but
papa has been sick for
There is nobody work-

wter, 14 Years old. She

. Thereare five children
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SCHOONERS WITH SAILS TORN

REACH CHICAGO AFTER STORM.

The George Marsh and Hosmok, Report-
ed Lost, Finally Dock and Report
Narrow Escape.

Ice coated and with masts broken and salils
torn, the sohooners George Marsh and Hos-
sack'arrived in Chicago yesterday. Thecap-

talns of both ships reported the roughest|

voyuge in fifteen years. :The ships were te-
ported missing in the storm which B sup-
posed to have sunk the Rouss 8immons.

i The George Marsh arrived at 8 o’clock. It |.

had been out nineteen Gays. Difring the
storm Friday morning the foretopsail was

‘carried away and the jibboom was snapped

oft.

Unable to weather the storm, Capt. Her-
man Olsen was forced to put in at Egw Har-
bor. During the trip the Rouse Simmona
was not sighted.

The Hossack arrived In & partly disabled
condition. Capt. Peter Petarson said the
Hossack was caught in the flerce gale Firi-
day morning and the topsall was torn awey.
The ship could not make headway and was
carried for several hours with the storm.
After much difficuity it reached Bailey'a
Harbor.

When it was sighted from Chicago yes-
terday the tug Waukegan started out to tow
it in to dock. The lake was too rough, and
the tug was forced to turn back.

After waiting three houns the tug was ablb
{o reach the ship and tow it in.

BOTTLE TRAVELS | FAR AT SEA

Thrown Into lﬁd-Athndc Twenty-
three Years Ago, It Turns Up in
North Pacific. |

Beattle, Wash., Dec. 8.—A bottle contain-
ing a mome purporﬂn‘ to have been cast
ovcrbocrd in midatiantic by a wﬁmx on
the liner 'Rugia, twenty-three years ago.
was pickediup s 1 w dny- ago0 near the mouth

Af OuMla Yuta

ARRESTED ON BF
‘Milwaukes Man Sov
Weight Ohecks by

nosha Oonoern,

Kenoshs, Wis., Dec
Benesch, treasurer of
& Co, {n Milwaukee, *
urday night and held
an employé of the Co
peny to falsify weight
up & cash hond of $70C

S

thirty miles south | i
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Dec. 14.—The
:es held an ‘“at
ir Knights and
[. O. O. F. hall
evening, which
The following
ut: :

e, Lady Com-
n. response, 8ir
lano solo, Miss
solo, ‘selected,
on K, O. T. M.
Georgé B. Ra-
Hunt; speech,
rowl; music by
she Hir

Knight |

ness In SIgNU I0r HeAL dpring wvow-~
well for ap increase over this year's
record. : o

LEAVES TO LOOK FOR |
THE ROUSE SIMMONS|

-~ Dfisfi=
(News Tribune Special.)

SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich., Dec. |

14—The revenue cutter Mackinaw,
acting under orders from Washing-
ton, left this evening to make search
for the long overdue Christmas trfe
laden schooner Rouse Simmons..
This action is taken under the be-

lief that there may be a possibility |
that the schooner  was stranded on.

one .of the isolated islands in north-
ern Lake Michigan. Lieut. Wheeler
will cruise among the islands as long

as possible considering the‘lﬂateness'

of the season.

Arrangements were completed to-
day by the Canadian government
whereby the tubs Sabin argd Schenck

‘will continue- ice breaking and keep

the channel open until the last boat
héd4s gone through. It will cost $300

per day for the work. Navigation is,

expected to cloge about :the 18th.

BOSTON IS LAUNCHED.
DETROIT, Mich.,, Dec. 14.—The steel
package freighter Boston was success-
fully launched at Ecorse today. The
new steamer 18 owned by the Western

Transit company of Buffalo and is 37V

feet long with 5,000 tons burden.

MALTA DEPARTS.

The Malta departed early this morn-
ing for Port Arthur in tow of the
tugs Salvor and Morrison. The Malta
departed light. The tugs brought the
Malta up here laden with flax. :

~* ONE BOAT ARRIVES.

The steamer Yosemite arrived with
coal at 13748 this morning.
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-owner of the missing schooner,.

e B

here while the Pickands proceeded

alone, but the government authori-
ties demanded an investigation. |
- —— o

SEARCH FOR THE ROUSE

SIMMONS ABANDONED

"SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich, Dec.
17.—The search for the long lost
schooner ' Rouse Simmons  with  her
crew of 15 men, which was under-
taken last week by the revenue cutter
Mackinac under -.orders from ‘the
treasury department, ‘'was abandoned
here today. ’l_'..'aieutenam " Wheeler,
commander of -the. cutter,.and the
who
was. boat,
both

aboard ‘the government

STORIES THE \VA NT

From Judge., :
: \Vanted—FamHy automobil

ADS TELL.

condition. Speed not a lequi ‘
A Bugg, Box 5. e
(One wed( 1atel)

Wante.d—To trade
machine for fast runabout.” H. .
Bugg, Box &. '

(The third week.)

Wanted to exchange speedy run-

about for racer. H. A. Bugg, Box 5.
(The fourth week.)

Wanted—Car capable of 50 miles an
hour. Have slower car and some-cash.
H. A. Bugg, Box 5.°

(The fifth week.)

Wanted—WI{1l  exchange

four-passenger
Ae

residence

property and speedy car for machine

capable of developing over a mile a
minute. 1. A. Bugg, Box b,
. (Thd_sixth week.)

Wanted —WJll exchange fast motor

car, slghtly damaged, for professional
services of first-class surgeon. H. A.
Ruee. Box 6.

declared that in' their opinion =
"t{he schooner became waterlogged and
rsank with her crew,
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The Week To Interests Of ~—

ndn), May - 27,
Every. duy will lm\'e snme(hlnu

lven speclul . recognltion und.’

oted to the boys und’ thetr. in

ons,’ Community and Rotary :
Clubs To Combine To Devote

41y u‘hd wl) the boys Inithe city wiil

nt!on 80 tlmtjthey wlll reull/.e tlm(

FIND RELICS OF LOST bHIP

The first relluhle trace of the 1t rm
ed siliomer, "113)_\@[&4" which
% belleved-to have heen ToxT off L'wa |
Rivers Polnt.on November 23, 1913, 1s]
in the nets of the fixhing mg “uelin‘v
(h‘er' luxt week,

CONPRETIT N v f\nw"nwnm"nf the
“Retudeer,” wax vn},u;,gxl i liftng his
I nets when long-lost relles of the old|
tuius Lree. Ship”, \\ere Gxug"e(lx
Ul) from the deep,

The foll Bantulued several bu~mcs~1
- eards bearim.: the. mune of Cupt.. Schu-i
n«m.um, skipper of the ‘lumw Slm-‘
fmons,” and also h elippifig_ £ bl uj
‘rhmnmnn, Mich, ‘newspper: tel]ln" i
the depirrure of the (llll\(TJl(l\"l‘I(‘("

do-| KhIp”  tor Chlcago with u curgo of
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RESS, Escanaba, Michigan

OSHORN STANLEY and Mrs. Alvin Nelson lock over a sexapbook of artiles writien
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bolding 'a cketch which both Tormer Thompeon residems Temember. (Dally Bress
Potos)
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he story of the
and how she was
fost. with carrying her
Christmas cargo from Thompson to the
Chicago market in November 1912. The
story has been written many times, in
ications all over the country, and
some speculation that
some of the “human interest” tales
connected with this episode in marine
history may have been invented by
ingenious writers.

For example, the following message
was reputed to have been washed up on
the shore, written on a page from the log
of the Rouse Simmons and enclosed in a
bottle:

“Friday. Everybody goodbye. | guess
we are all through. Sea washed our
deck load over Thursday. Leaking bad.
Ingvald and Steve fell overboard
Thursday. God help us.”"

Historical Society

sees Anderson slides.

“/From Snow to Snow’’ was the theme
of Olive Anderson’s beautiful colored
slides of the Steuben Lake area that she
showed to members of the Schoolcraft
County Historical Society on Thursday
evening in the Manistique School Public
Library.

Mrs. Anderson
copies of her n
Cassandra Marsh
published

President Norma Johnson announced
the following memorials for the building
fund had been received: Frances Beaton
for Imogene Herbert, Gertrude Overton
for Hollis H. and Maria Overton, Paul
Hanson for Charles & Myrtle Hopj

also autographed
book “Seeker  at
that has just been

Signy Steen for Rev. Otto Steen, Elsa
(Alex

Wahlin for John Creighton Fam

This message does have the
truth about it and may actually be
genuine, but some that were published
subsequently would lead one to wonder
whether the crew spent their last hours
wiiting messages instead of trying to
stay alive

At any rate, the letter that follows
affords a little background to the circum-
stances surrounding this tragedy and as.
far as we know has never before been
published

“The first | ever knew of Captain
Herman Schuneman was when he sailed
e Mary Coliins high and dry on the
imestone shore, one-half mile East of
Little Harbor. How this all came about
was, at Thompson they always had a
light on the South Dock to guide naviga-
tion. The pilot on the Mary Collin said,
There’s Thompson”, and steered
irectly for it. The light happened to be a
kerosene lamp lit in an upstairs window
in a log cabin one-half mile East of Little
Harbor. The Mary Collins was a sound
schooner, and Mr. Carrington, the pop
man from Manistique, tried in vain to
refloatit. | used to see teams with blocks
es go through Thompson on their
. Mr. Carrington
suffered quite a loss in this venture.

Cap Schuneman hired other boats to
carry on his Christmas tree trade, then
finally came upon the Rouse Simmons, a
three-masted  schooner owned by,
Captain Nelson. Captain Nelson and wife
who did the cooking for the crew were
always on the boat.

| worked in the woods northeast of
Thompson on what we called the
cutting trees and carrying out to a r0ad,
where John Fregale with one horse
hauled them out to the railroad.

| worked with two sailors, John Dall
and Hogan Hogensen, Hogie was @
happy soul and kept singing all day, but
the only song was,

“Ve vere sailing down de lake

De vind vas blowing free

it vas on a trip to Buffalo

From Mil-vau-keel
Over and over, all day long.

One Sunday we loaded a flatcar with
trees and took them to the boat. Cap.
Schuneman had other sailors up. the
DSS&A (Duluth, South Shore and
Atlantic) who were gathering trees and
evergrens. They shipped down two
carloads, to my knowledge.

Cap bought lots of evergreens. They
were tiad in bales, firmly pressed, from 2)
10 40 Ibs. One young fellow brought Cap
a bale that seemed too_heavy, so Cap
shook it and out dropped scrap iron. Cap
cheerfully told the lad to bring greens but
leave the scrap iron home. A woman
who gathered mud with her greens got
the name of Mud Hen. Cap every year
used to get the tallest Christmas tree that
he could find, and present it to a leading
theater in Chicago. They in return gave
him a seasan’s box for his family and
friends.

One year he got a 35-ft. balsam and my
father Leverett E. Williams lengthened
the reach on his wagon and hauled the
tree to the boat. Father also hauled many
evergreens to the boat for people.

Cap used to deck over the ship with 1x
12 x 16-ft. hemlock boards (shiplap)
about 7 foot high, then when he reached
Chicago he would install stoves and
sewing machines and hire women to
make up evergreen wreaths, etc. Simon
Bouschor, a retired lake captain, had a
very accurate barometer and his son,
Simon Jr, who had a business in
Thompson, had it Shortly before Cap
sailed for Chicago (on his ill-fated voyage

OLDER RESIDENTS
the Coffey fish tugs and
shot of them, the Anabel on the left and
the They were
steam powered and for their day repre-
sented quite an advance over sail for
their greater maneuverability, as well as

An improvement over sails

greater safety for the crew. Note the
built-up deckhouse on  the bow for
protection from the weather. This design

resistance. The photo was lent by Ali

\

Modders, whose mother was a (Coffey.
and who therefore comes by her name
naturally. See this week's Memories
column for some details on the {amous
“’Christmas Tree Ship.”

J.0.) Sam told him that the barometer
was 'way low and falling, and he better
wait. My father told Cap that he would
never make that trip by water, but to go
by rail. Cap said he wouldn't miss that
trip for anything.

Nov. 22, 1912 was_the last of the
Rouse Simmons. Mrs. Schuneman came
to Thompson for several years and
shipped trees and greens by rail, but thi:
work is for a man. She felt that people
were taking advantage of her. She told
me that Hogan Hogensen who went to
Chicago by rail after he saw the rats
e Simmons was killed in
a saloon brawl.”

The letter was written by the late
Ernest Williams.

Deadline approaches for
applications to service academies

‘The deadiine for those northern Michi-
gan young people who are interested in
submitting applications for nomination to
U.S. Service Academies is Oct. 31,
Congressman Philip E. Ruppe announc-
ed today.

Ruppe said any youth between the
ages of 17 and 21 is eligible for the class
which will enter July 1979, provided he or
she is a legal unmarried resident of the

11th  District. ~Those interested in
applying should write Congressman
Ruppe at 203 Cannon House Office

Washington, D.C. 20515.

Building,
ified will be

nominated the service
academies- 1), Naval,
Air Force and Merchant Maririe. Those
who are interested in the Coast Guard
Academy are encouraged to write
directly to the Director of Admissions,
United States Coast Guard Academy,
New London, CT 06320.

Ruppe also mentioned the Great Lakes.
Maritime  Academy (GLMA) which
prepares young men and women to serve
as officers aboard Great Lakes vessels..
Those interested should write the Dean
of Admissions, Northwestern College,
1701 Front St., Traverse City, M| 49684.

The candidates most qu:
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Both lost

There were two Christmas ships

Inigonnection with our recent story
about the famous Christmas Tree Ship
and how she was lost n a storm i 1812,
Someone has brought us a newspaper
‘g about Capt. Schuenemann, in-
cluding facts about his family, that ap-

ago Tribune, written

‘Although e don't know the sources
of Mr. Griffin’s information, his account
provides detais regarding the Chicago
&nd of this seasonal enterprise that add
to the human interest surrounding this
ragedy. And, of course, the mission of
the “Christmas Tree Ship” and ser
ments of the Christmas season lend a
poignancy to this episode unmatched in
most other marine tragedies.

The following excerpts are not strictly
speaking Manistique  history, but do
“round out” the story: 4

“It was in 1887 that Capt. Herman
Schuenemann of Manistique, Mich,, and
his brother, August, brought the fist
boatload of Christmas trees from the
northern tip of Lake Michigan to ajriver
dock on North Clark Street.

“The evergreens, tied in stacks that
covered the decks of the two-masted
schooner, had been cut by the
Schuenemanns and their crew in the
forests behind Manistique.

“The lake journey was hazardous -~
five slegpless days and nighs battling the
wintry elements - but safe arrival
ensumed a welcome from that first year.
stmas_trees were not readi
available in the Chicago area. With the
massive influx of Germans during. the
fatter half of the 19th century, the
demand for Christmas _trees _here

boomed. Land transportation from the
north was poor, and the Schuenemann’s.
venture was an immediate success. Not
only could customers get trees, they
could have the fun of selecting them on

meet . Those whose tree-shopping time.
coincided with the crew’s dinner hour
were customarly invited to dine on board

(i b gors i
e -

on Lake Michigan

ey

. &
Memories” ¥4
and Myths i
of the Good Old Days =
by Jack Orr Sl

A family could take home a six - or
seven-foot tree for 75 cents or so. Some
trees 20 feat high or more were never
sold; they were given away - to Chicago
churches and orphanages.

“Then, in 1898, nature extracted the
frst full measure of the brothers who
trafficked in trees and good cheer. While
Herman was at home caring for the
family. lumber business, August Schue-
nemann and his crew of four died when
their boat sank in a bitter storm and the
loosed Christmas trees floated to shore.

“The next year, Herman Schuene-
mann resolved to carry on the tra
and even to expand it, purchasing
ger, three-masted schooner, 127 ft.long.
For a quarter of a century the business
continued, with Capt. Herman and his
boat, the Rouse Simmons, becoming as
much a part of the Chicago Christmas s
Santa Claus. But in that 25th year dis-
aster struck again, with even greater
fury.

/8 chugnemann had waited out a long,
severe storm before leaving the Michigan
port of Thompson with 50,000 trees and
17 other men aboard ship, in 1912. Out
on the lake, the Rouse Simmons became
weighted down by slest and snow. It

never made shore again.
i believed the men lost their lives
on the third day after setting sail. Exactly

‘what happened will never be known, but
a note later found along the Wisconsin
arently ~ Schuene
mann’s last record: “Friday -- everybody
goodbye. | guess we are all through. Sea
washed over our deck load Thursday.
During the night the small boat was
washed over. Leaking bad. Ingvald and
Steve fell overboard Thursday. God help.
o
“The eighteen bodies were never re-
covered, but for months after the nets of

fishermen on the Wisconsin side of the
lake would become entangled with the
remains of aimless evergreens.

“So Christmas, 1912, was a time of
sadness for those who awaited the ship
in Chicago....and for the widow of Her-
man Schuenemann and her three young
daughters.

“Butin 1913 Chicago had a Christmas
tree ship once more, chartered by Bar:
bara Schuenemann, who in 1897 had
firs joined her husband's crew for the
holiday venture. Actually, the trees were
transported by rai in 1913 because of
bad weather. But in Chicago they were
taken aboard a schooner for sale at the
accustomed place on North Clark. Bar-

bara, Schuenemann, dubbed _the
“Christmas tree-lady"; ~carried on. the=
family_tradition until she was old and

grey. Some years the trees arrived by ré
others by ship. In 1921 the ship she ha
chartered sank in Lake Superior during 8
storm just before she was to receive it

“After her death in 1933, her daugh-
ters maintained the business for a few
years. And then there was no more
Christmas tree ship, though there was no
shortage of trees — evergreens brought
by truck and train, and
thetic counterparts in lightweight carry-
home boxes.”

We hadn't known before that there
were actually two ships lost in this ven-
ture; or that the family carried on unil
1933. Maybe some of our readers with
long memories can verify this.

Since writing last week about the old
skating ponds we used to_frequent,
someone reminded us about the games
we used to play on the ice. One was.
“Pom-Pom Pullaway,” in which two
teams gathered at opposite ends of the
tink and then skated toward each other
attempting to reach the other side with-
out being tagged by a member of the
other tea. It ended up with one kid eft
and he was the winner. Amazingh
sometimes this lone skater could outwit
several Gpponents. The other game was

Shinny," which was a rudimentary form
of hockey and played about the same
way. We used to take great care each
yeaI to select just the right kind of curved
cedar root for the stick; and a tin can
seived as puck. We'd give a lot to be able
10 do it all again!

Workers who quit
must wait 2 months
“for food stamps

Under a proposal made by the U.S.
Department of _Agriculture, _pri
wage-earners who quit the
good cause would find their fam

gible for food stamps for two months
Monroe Woods, the midwest regional
administrator of the department’s Food

proposed regulations will ensure that an
bodied heads of households cannot
ajob in order to start receiving food
stamps. The proposal implements a pro-
vison of the Food Stamp Act of 1877."
id the new rule is consistent
of President Carter's ad-
n and of Congress to assure
that families not in need of food stamps.
not receive the benefits while doing more
10 get food stamp assistance to those
who truly are in need, such as the elderly
and the working poor.

The proposed rule is_published
today's Federal Register (November 21).
Comments should be sent to Nancy
Snyder, Food and Nutrition Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washington,
D.C., 20250, The deadline for receiving
comments is Dec. 21, 1978.
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plain how her home port came to be
Thompson, unless that was her port of
ybe the home port of her
buider or ori Notice the
heavy towing bits at the after end of the
deckhouse. The people on the deck are
Ruth and Ellen Sandberg, and a Mr.

OUR REQUEST FOR A photo of the
Gifford was answered by one of our
readers. The Gifford, as you m:
from recent columns, was Mani
steam tug, handling any and all marine
chores of our port and sometimes even
venturing out into the lake to bring the
lumber barges into dock. We can't ex-

Thompson &X'

By Charlene Turek 3416188

son Skeeter; the Hastings daughter and
y, Bruce and Rita Rossier and
ren Noelella, Becky, and Brucie

Spending a few days visiting relatives
in Manistique and Cooks were Emest
Bockney of West Bend, Wis, Mrs.

Gaylord (Kathryn) Morse of Fond du Lac, Nani Rubick, all of Manistique. Also at
Wit and Mrs, Maynard Morse of home were Noel Hursh and Boyce Binky
Kaukauna Wis. They visited here last Cousineau

Saturday with their brother and his
family, the Harry Hastings.
Thanksgiving dinner guests of Harry
and Elaine Hastings were; her sister and
family, Helen and Martin Cousineau, and

up a place to put their trailer home on the
Harry Hastings farm on the corner of the
Stanley home. They will move as soon as
the new place is ready.

Mﬂﬂﬂgﬂﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂgggggﬂﬂgg
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icrew to'witniéss her passing,

Trouple Anead
""That crazy Dutchman's

going out in this," he yelled
ahove the wind "And him

Age has somewhat deterlorated this photogxaph of the Rouse Simmons

Schooner Tragedy Sank
Old Time Yule Custom

By Robert W. Wells
of The Journal Staff

When the "Rouse Simmons" went
down with all hands during a storm in
1912, hundreds of Chicagoans who had
planned to buy their Christmas trees
from its captain had to make other plans.

Last week, after 59 years at the bottom
of Lake Michigan, two of the trees ar-
rived in Milwaukee, proof that the wreck-
age of the ”Chnstmas Tree Ship' 'has at
last been found.

The finder is a Milwaukee diver, G.
Kent Bellrichard, 2570 S. Kinnickinnic
Ave. Diving alone off Two Rivers several
weeks ago, he swam down to the wreck
of the three masted schooner, the first
man to see it since it disappared while a
Cost Guard crew was trying to reach it
and rescue the 16 to 19 persons aboard.

Since then, Bellrichard and John
R, Steele, board chairman of the First
National Bank of Waukegan, another div-
ing hobbyist, have filmed the wreck.

Its name is clearly visible in the movie
they made nearly 180 feet below the

lake's surface, proving that a report of
several years back that the Christmas
Tree Ship had washed ashore at Luding-
ton, Mich., was in error.

Of the hundreds of vessels that have
perished in Lake Michigan, the Rouse
Simmons is one of the best known for
several reasons.

The Milwaukee built schooner was one
of the last of the cargo carrying sailing
ships that had once been the Great
Lakes' principal mearnis of transport.

A painting of the Rouse Simmons by a

Milwaukee artist, Bob Heuel, is usedon ',

checks of the Marine National Exchange
Bank, spreading its fame,

Besides, the story of its disappearance
with a Christmas tree cargo has been a
favorite of newspaper feature wri*ers in
‘Wisconsin- and Illinois for years, revived
periodically for the holiday season.

Beginning in 1887, when Capt. August
Schuenemann first tied up his sailing
ship with its cargo of Upper Michigan
greenery at the Clark St. bridge, it be-

Turn to Ship, page 4, col. 3

tam s wallet was found, bu':
y of i d pre-
wreck hunting he: talked to Last week, Bellrichard p

the son of the man who-dis-

in pursuing kis Hobb

covered it.

N9y @ LGLU VIGUATY SUE”

horn and the two trees.

sented: one of the trees to
John C. Geilfuss, president.of
the Marine National which
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From page 1

me a pleasant annual cus-
zom for Chicagoans to buy
their yule evergreen at dock-
side.

Joined by Brother
August was soon joined by
his brother, Herman, and
when August went down
with a shipload .of trees in
1898, Herman carried on the
family business, By 1912,
‘when the Rouse Simmons.dis-
appeared, the habit of buying
Christmas trees from the

Schuenemanns was 25 years

old.

Other lake captains had
followed the brothers' exam-
» ple and Milwaukeeans of 60

or 70 years &go-also got their

trees from wooden ships
moored in the Milwaukee

River. But by 1912, the day

of the commercial sailing trip

was about over and the

Rouse Simmons was the last

or one of the last to carry

trees from the northwoods to

Lake Michigan ports.

Built in Milwaukee
Herman Schuenemann had
bought this.schooner in 1910.
It had been built three years
after the Civil War by Allan,
McClelland & Co., a Milwau-
kee shipyard, and named for.
2 Kenosha merchant.
The Rouse Simmons was

127 feet long and 2715 feet
wide. She carried three
masts, fore and aft rigged,
and by the tim e Schuene-
mann set sail on;Nov. 22,
1912, from Thorpson, a few
‘miles west of Manistique,
Mich,, the schooner was a.
veteran of 44 years spent °
mostly in the lumber trade.

The hold was crammed full
of Christmas trees and others
were lashed to the deck. The
trees had been’ growing in
cutover ‘acreage left behind
by the lumberjacks who had,
nearly denuded northern
‘Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan of the virgin pines.

| Forecasts Ignored
, Aboard the Rouse Sim-
mons was a crew of seven,
along with perhaps a dozen
lumberjacks who were hitch-
ing a ride south to spend
Christmas in Chicago. Hop-
ing to deliver his trees by
Thanksgiving; the 41 year old
skipper - ignored threats of’
heavy weather and set out on
what was “usually a five-day
| trip.

As the 'schooner headed
south, .she was sighted bya
steam tug that was hauling
another sailing ship into
Manistique :to e scape the
storm. “D.e)n 1.5 Gallagher,
skipper of the tug, called his
crew to witness her passing.

. Troupie Anead

"That crazy Dutchman's
going out in this," he yelled
above the wind. ''And. him

w}th every. inch of canvas
DI

.- Shoved along by what was
rapidly“becoming a gale, the

Cimmana: mmAdn TAA 125 bes

Slrtmons Made
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dawn of the 23rd. No one can
Xknow exactly what happened
aboard the old schooner, but
the skipper was a skilled sail-
or and by now it must have
been obvious to him that he'd
made a mistake in setting
out. o

Some historians belieye
that he was trying to reach
safety in Baileys Harbor. If
S0, a sudden shift in the wind
and a quick drop in tempera-
ture spoiled the plan,

A Dblinding snowstorm be-
gan. Even more seriously, the
‘water washing over the ever-
greens lashed to the deck was
freezing into ice.

Ice Adds Weight

Contrary to reports at the
time, Bellrichard's ,and
Steele's explorations of. the
ship indicate that she was not
overloaded. But-the ice that
formed in the trees both
above and below deck must
have weighted many tons,
adding a burden that proved
fatal. F

The Rouse Simmons - was
sighted of f Kewaunee, dis-
tress signals flying. The
Coast Guard station there
‘called coastguardsmen at
Two Rivers, where a 34 foot
power launch was available,

The- rescue créw set off in

the blizzard, For five hours
they were buffeted without
seeing the ship. But then the
snow slackened momentarily
and there she was in the dis-
tance — sails ripped to rib-
bons, hull and rigging Cov-
ered with ice, riding low in’
the water with the waves’
breaking over her deck, still

-

peared.

heading toward Chicago with
her Christmas cargo.

The povrer launch hurried
to the rescue. But then the*
blizzard began in full fury
again, the ship disappeared
in the swirling flakes, never
to be seen again—never, that
is, until Kent Bellrichard
found her.

There are a hundred other
wrecks in the vicinity of
Rawley Point, s e ven miles
north of ‘Two- Rivers, Bell-
richard said. The names of
most of them have long since
been forgotten.

But the Rouse Simgons
seemed to rest uneasilyxber
grave. Only. a few weekgoat-
ter the sinking, what Seétfied
to be a message from her
dead captain floated ashore
in a sealed bottle.

V'Everybody Goodby""

Written on a page from the
ship's-log and signed by Her-
‘man Schuenemann, it read:

""Friday. Everybody g00d-
by. T guess we are all
through. Sea washed over
our, deck load, Thursday.
Leaking bad. Ingvald and
Steve fell overboard Thurs-
day. God help us.""

For reasons now unclear,
the skipper's widow was nev-
er shown, the note and there
have been doubts of its au-
thenticity. There is even
more skepticism about anoth-
er message in a bottle that
did not show up until 15
years_ after the ship“disap-

This one was ostensibly
signed by Nelson, the first
mate, and read: ""These I

are written at 10:30 p.m.
Schodner R. S. ready to go
down about 20 miles south-
east of Two Rivers point, be-
tween 15 and 20 miles joff
shore. All hands lashed to
one line, Goodby."'

Whatever the status of
these bottled dispatches may
be, there seems no doubt
about a find made near Two
Rivers on April 23, 1924. It
was. identified as Capt.
Schuenemann's wallet,
which -had been sealed
against the weather. When it
washed ashore, some of the
papers inside were still leg-
ible, .

Hobby Pursued

The captain’s widow had
continued to sell Christmas
trees in Chicago each year,
but after her death in 1933
the last link with the Christ-
mas Tree Ship days was bro-
ken.

Bellrichard, a high frequen-
cy sound technician ‘at the
Ladish Co., was not born un-
til 18, years after the cap-
tain's wallet was found, but
in pursuing his hobby of
wreck hunting he:talked to
the son of the man who dis-
covered it.

Albert Lee of Two Rivers
remembered - the incident. As
a retired fisherman, he had

also heard tales of how
Christmas ‘tr e es: from' the
‘wreck had clogged fisher-
men's nets. He had some no-
tion about where the ship
might be found, as did others
‘whom Bellrichard consulted.

Meanwhile;-the Milwaukee
diver got interested in explor-
ing another wreck in the vi-
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Wreck of vOld Schooner Found Off

LY
Two Rivers
“Cinity," the steamer Vernon,
‘which went down with a loss
of 50 lives in October, 1887.

He made dives to explore this
wreck, some with other di-
vers. b

Sedrch for Simmons

Late in October, he bor-
rowed Steele's boat. to visit
the .Vernon. The banker was
busy elsewhere so_couldn't
come alon g. Steele's boat
was equipped with more so-
phisticated sonar than that
aboard Bellrichard's smaller
craft and when the Milwau-
keean couldn't find the buoy
marking.-the Vernon's posi-
tion, he decided to go hunting
for the Christmas Tree Ship.

T put the sonar transduc-
er in the water and started to
chrug north to.where I
thought the Simmons might
be," he said last week. "I
kept ‘searching for about an
hour. No targets showed up.

The poat turned broad-
side and, as I was drifting
northwest, T got a signal on
the sonar. It sounded like a
big school of fish.

] put her in gear and

made one pass over the top.
It had started to blow pretty
fierce out of the southeast
and it took over two hours to
get the grappling hooks to
hold so I could go down.""

Descending into the murky
water, Bellrichard was able
to identify the wreck as a
schooner. It could be the Sim-
mons, but he couldn't be
sure, While he was exploring
it, his light went out.

Considering the weather”
and the fact that he was
alone, Bellrichard decided:
one dive that day was.
enough. When he came back,
Steele joined him. On the
third - dive, they discovered
the schooner's name on the
quarter boards, just above
the gunwales near the back
of the ship. %

Mystery Ends

When their light picked
out the letters that spelled
""Rouse Simmons," they
knew that the fate of the
Christmas Tree Ship was no
longer a mystery. Crowded in

its hold were the remains of -
hundreds of Christmas trees
that had never reached Chi-

cago's Clark St. Bridge. 5

The divers brought up a

number of artifacts — a

china bowl with the letters,

"RS," a hand cranked fog-

horn and the two trees.

- ‘Last week, Bellrichard pre-

sented- one of the trees to

John C. Geilfuss, president of

the Marine National, which

will display it in its lobby
starting Monday. In view of
all the exposure the bank has
given the Simmons on ‘its
checks, the diver felt the Ma-
rine National was one place
where a bald Christmas tree
would be appreciated.
Meanwhile, there are thase
two salvaged Christmas trees
just in time for the current
holiday season, but 59 years
too late for the Chicago chil-
dren who kept looking for the

Christmas Tree Ship's ape

pearance so the 1912 festivie

ties could begin.
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THE CHRISTMAG
TREE SHIP

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and
Daughter Elsie Take Up
Work of Husband and
FFather.

kst oadl¥ 5 /43

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann  and
daughter Elsie who has been in the
vicinity for some time buying and |
shipping Christmas trees to Chicago |
left for that place Saturday after |
fAnishing up the season’s work.

Ever since the death of her hus-

band, Mrs. Scheunemann has fol-
lowed his work, which our readers
will remember came to an end by the|
wrecking of his boat on the return.
to Chicago when he 'and the crew
perished.
“The following article accompanied
by an illustration of Miss Elsie
Scheunemann, appeared recently in
a Detroit paper:

The “Christmas ship” has reached
Chicago on its annual visit, but now
it is in charge of a woman instead
of Capt. Herman Scheunemann, who
for many years brought the cargo of
Christmas trees and other greenery
to delight the hearts of Chicago chil-
dren.

Miss Elsie Scheunemann has  in-
herited her father’s love for  the
work, and since he was lost three
years ago, when the “Christmas
ship” and its cargo and crew were
lost in Lake Michigan, she has car-,
ried on his work of bringing trees |
from the woods of northern Michigan |
to this city.

“Oh, it is splendid!” she exclaimed
yesterday when the C. H. Hackley
had docked at the Clark street bridge.
“I really don’t know which I like bet-
ter, the lake or the woods. Mother
and I go out into the forest and. di-
rect the cutting of the trees, and we
go up and back in the boat—though
of course Captain Sullivan, my fath-
er’s old friend, directs the sailing of
the ship. " ‘

“And the crew is splendid, too.
Why, we made this last trip in only
14 days from the northern.Michigan,
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Mrs. Sigrid Harding

The Rouse Simmons sank in a Lake Michigan storm off Two Rivers Point in 1912.

“CHRISTMAS TREE
~ LADY" SUMMONED

‘Mrs. B. Schuenemann, Well
Known In County, Dies

i
| In o
g o /733
| Mrs. Barbara Schuenemann,
‘who gained the title of “The
{Christmas Tree Lady” following
the tragic death of her husband,
Captain Schuenemann, when the
|Rouse Simmons sank in Lake
| Michigan some years ago, died at
Iher home in Chicago last week.
Captain  Schuenemann came to,
| Manistique and Thompson for
imany years and took loads of
Christmas trees o Chicago. Mrs
"Schuenemann continued the busq
liness after her hushand’s death
iland on her frequent visits here
imade many friend
The Chicago Tribune curried =
picture of Mrs. Schuenemann and
ithe following ascount of her
|deat ’
I M Barbara  Schuenemann,
“The Christmas tree lady,” died
isudden]y last night in her home at
1158 Eugenie street. Death was due
{to heart disease.
| “Mrs. Schuenemann was the
|widow of Captain IHerman Schu-
lenemann, who brought Chicago its
I first boatload of Christmas trees in
[1887. In 1912 Capt. Schuenemann
jwent down in a terrific lake storm
|as he was bringing a cargo of
| Christmas trees to Chicago on the
‘Rouse Simmons.
| “His widow continued his work,
|taking the helm of various craft:
ito bring trees to the city each
| Yuletide for many years. Since,
11925 trees have bean brought by
freight cars to her warchouse
» “Mrs. Schuenemann is survived
iby three daught Mrs. Elsie
Roberts, Mrs. © Hazel Gronemann.
jand Mrs. Pearl Ehling, and two
|grandchildren. TFunerar services
{will be held Monday morning in
iSt. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
ichurch.”

| S e e

hicago
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|r.1gt:t‘ly.e:l mgclery and a I
A tragedy because went
all hands aboard. b L

really
day

Alegend because, §
SI!ID has become the C

ler caplain was “A crazy Dutch;
named Herman Schuenemzmn ant;" h’::r
cargo was Christmas trees — great green
piles of trees stuffed into the hold of the
4ring  wooden schooner, (he Rouse
Simmons. piled onto the deck, stacked
behind planking along the ship’s sides,

Her distination was Chicago and (he
dock where Schuenemann’s family had
been bringing trees since the 1880s for the
holiday trade. =

But the Rouse
Chicago,

Buffeted by the storm
spray from every wave,
deeper into the water,

The stories say that Schuenemann tried
{0 make for Bailey's Harbor, but the wind
blew him away from the shore.

Oul of control, the Rouse Simmons
pitched  toward Sturgeon Bay. There,
aboul noon on November 26, one account
siys, the men at the old United States
Lifesaving Service station spotted the
ship: They could not launch a boat in that
water but telephoned the Coast! Guard in

mee and told them they had seen the
schooner, battered, her sails lorn, low in
ier and with distress flags flying.
One account says the Ke unce crew
Rotasurfboatinto the water and pent two
hours looking for the Rouse Simmons.
They spofted her during a lull'in the story
but the snow and wind blotted the ship

happened in those. last hours anq

e Foos s

Simmons never made

. icing up with
the ship settled

A mystery because no one knows what  Afi.

¢ Kent Belricharg
::i-:::“(‘;igalml‘.l:g legrl;micia'n- w;maul'm:
i €S shipw <
hobby, but an nbscssif)n|.l‘)‘mruks e
e sl::(rlcd looking fo
ivers:| ‘e\\-aunee-Manilowoc area jj
In 1969 he found (he remairfs l:(“l?e’
s|camv:|: Vernon which went down off
Rawley’s Point October 28, [gg7
Hle also heprd tales of { )

T Wrecks in the Two

c sh eventually
that it was the Rouse Simmons. 2

Using a side scanning sonar rig, which
allow: arge sections of the lake bottom to
be scarched at once, he located what he
thought was the Simmons,

A dive confirmed if,

“T_Iw first thing we saw were the trees,"
Belrich, said. “Then we saw th
Jarterhoards with the name on them.

'lhy ship had settled in an  upright
ition, and is.in good shape because of
cold lake waler.
Films taken by Belrichard and his crew
how the name, the hold still stacked with
skelefal Christmas trees,
hey have brought up the ship'sanchor,
Some crockery from the galley, and there
15 more (o be explored and found when
weather and lime permit further dives,

The IS cven an clectrie light bulb

whieh popped to the surface while divers

were working, The Rouse Simmons had no
clectricity. but the bulb might have been
used by Capt. Schuenemann to light up his
tree display at dockside in Chicago.
The bulb still works, the divers
discovered when they gently applied
clectric current to it. 3
The documentary, sponsored by Loewi
and Company, an investment firm, is a
fanciful thing. because no one knows for
sure just what happened to the Rouse
Simmons. A
q”[‘{‘ul the take is one of the engrossing of
the mysleries of the Great Lakes.
To 'I)vgin with, there were

two

Schuenemann brothers, Herman and
August

Starting in 1887 they shipped

There is even mystery a ut the si
the Simmons. One account says the. ship
4 180-foot schooner which could carry

10 gross tons of cargo. Another version
i she was only 127 feet long, 27'. feet

wide, R R
Whatever her dimensions, the Simmons
¥ dry lumber carrier working out of
lec and Muskegon. Her last trip each
N under Schuencmnnn'ﬁ command
the Christmas tree voyage.

One account says that the cargo of trees
in 1912 was worih $75.000 in Chicago, a
matler of importance to the captain, who
Was 41 al the time of his death.

Herman Schuenemann was an admired
sailor. if accounts are to be believed. The
ship and skipper survived storms, rescued
the erew of a lumber ship which went down
on Lake IHuron,

But the accounts say, too, that Herman
Schuenemann  was headstrong. money
hungry. e was said (o have smuggled
illegal venison along with his Christmas
frees, and he fought tug boats skippers,
dockmasters and provisioners on their
rates and prices. -

They say it was because he was tight
with a dollar that Schuenemann came to a
ragic end.

1le loaded his ship with trees in 1912,
‘ered the hatches. then had woodsmen

ile and stock and cram the trees on deck.
They say. too. that a milder, more cautious
man, would not have set out in the weather
that Schuenemann braved that November.

The Tecore
heginning

nd end of his journey. One
un( suys he left Manistique November
Another gives the date as November 21.
A third says it was November 22. But sail
she did,
They say the rats left the ship in
Thompson before she sailed and that three
¥ orfeited pay when they refused
ter seeing that sailor’s omen.
um)u-
1912

note washed ashore in a
near Sheboygan on December 13,

.cverybody goodbye. 1 guess
through. During the night the
small boat was washed ovephoard.
Leaking bad. Ingvald and Steve'lost too.
God help us.

Herman Schuenemann'*

Nelson was said (o have been a partner
Schuenemann, but none of the accounts.
cll what his wife was doing on the ship.
Some of the dead were sailors, some of

 suid only 16 and you see where
the mystery and confusion come in.
But ‘whatever the final reason for her
end. whatever the number of dead who
awent with her. whatever the motive of
erman  Schuenemann. the Christmas
i heen found and the films will
he made available by Loewi and Company
schools and libraries and most likely to

me more looking to do.

slight chance some

crew’s bodies may still be aboard.
the ship.

tle knows there is more crockery and

n the galley. But even

vou can see only half a

and the cold

from the Ro
nd displ

operly so that

le will appreciate the. heritage of this
which is made up, in part, of captains
like Herman Schuenemann and the sailors
and woodsmen who challenged an angry
lake 63 years ago to turn a profit, but to
bring Christmas to the people in Chicago.
The list of the ships lost in November
grows cver longer but of all of them, the
questions of why and how are most
intriguing with the Rouse Simmons, the
Christmas Tree Ship. ¢

Three Ic
Alvin Nel
! and Frec
appear o
television
tonight (
from a Gr
program
lamous *
ship. the
which san
enroute (o
of Chris
Thompsor
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" Manistique — Frayex a
ue — Frayed an
stained firom 14 years spent at

the bottom of Lake Michigan,
but with all of the writing
still legible, the papers and
‘wallet belonging to the late
Captain Herman Schuene-
mann of the ill-fated ‘“Rouse
Simmons” wiere recently de-
livered to his wife, who re=
sides at Chicago. The wallet
which was brought up in the
nets of a Kewaunee, Wis,
fisherman a short time ago,
furnished the only definite

5/1-2y

clue to the fate of the three-
masted schooner, loaded with
Christmags trees from Thomp-
son, Mich., which disappeared
with all on board.

His widow, who for the
past 13 years has made yearly
trips from this area to Chica-
go with Christmas trees, has

- earned the title, “Christmas
Tree Lady,” revealed that
contrary to. previous stories,
her late husband was the
holder of a master's license
for vessels on the Great

Lakes.
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entire ship’s history from the construction

in Milwaukee in 1868 thru its final voyage
in November of 1912. I have about 17

three-ring binders full of manuscript

‘material and am in the process of writing a
book (full length) on the subject.

““The Schuenemann’s ‘actually broug'ht
trees into Chicago as early as 1884, and I
have little doubt even earlier, but I cannot
substantiate prior to the date given. In 1884
Auguse was the head of the enterprise and
was about 33 years old at the time.
Herman was 19 and probably did not
accompany August at the early stage.
Within a few years Herman doubtless
came along with his older brother but it
was not until 1892 before Herman began
bringing in his own cargoes. August
butchered his trees along what was known
as the Christmas Tree Coast, but actually
the Michigan shore of Door County, Wis.
When he foundered in the ‘Thal’ off
Glencoe, Ill. on Nov. 11, 1898, his cargo
came for Jacksonport, Door County,
Wisconsin. .

“From the earliest times that Herman
operated ships, he always came to
Schooleraft County and usually tied’ up at
Thompson, although the ship list 'm'the
newspaper always mentioned Manistique
as the port of departure. i

“In the beginning (1892) Herman'’s ship
was the ‘Josephine Dresden’ and a year or’
two later he shipped in the ‘Maggie Dall
although he did not own her but merely
chartered for the voyage. By 1896 he
owned a fine three-sticker, the ‘Mary
Collins’, and traded with her until the fall
of 1900, when he accidently ran her
aground at Point Aux Barques about 12
miles south of Manistique, when he

s you probably have gathered from
this letter head, Iam making’a{étuai.‘ridf‘?(ﬁ%zﬁ
Study of the

light at i
October and he continued to collect a carg,
~of greens while his friend Captain Carlés
~ Nelson came up in his ship, the ‘Ida’ to
bring'them back to Chicago.
“In 1901 and 1902 Herman sailed in the
‘Jesse Philips’ and then abandoned her

" and bought: the ‘Charles L. Wrenn’, which -

| hfe’ used through 1909. In 1910 he bought a
piece (25 percent) of the ‘Rouse Simmons’,
and used her the next three seasons,
including the fatal voyage. Gl
‘1" “There is little I do not know about the
‘Rouse Simmons’. I am still trying to fill in
on two important episodes in her career.
Once in October, 1903, she was scuttled
intentionally to keep her from breaking up
(in the pilings when a fierce Nor’easter
‘struck rapidly. This happened at Torch
Lake in the Grand Traverse area, she was
raised, wintered at Charlevoix and then

" crossed the lake to Sturgeon Bay to be
refitted. But the next October she was
'dismasted in Lake Michigan while
carrying a load of slabs from Beaver
Island to Milwaukee. She wallowed
helplessly in the storm for 38 hours until
the Grand Trunk car ferry en route from
Milwaukee to Grand Haven took her in tow
“and brought her to port (Milwaukee). She
was refitted and refloated and carried on a
valiantly as she had since her building. She
was a fine ship and will tell the story of !he
lgreat age of sail on the Great L,akes if ’I,
{have my own way and with God’s Help.'
His letter also tells how the Captain’s

widow and children carried on tl}e

Christmas tree business for years l:"

Chicago, having them ShlPPe_d at first i

boat, then later by train. Their dea\hngf1 ln

Christmas trees evidently ende%.\\é ?n

Barbara, the Captain's widow, die

June, 1933.

|





image29.jpeg
A LOCAL CHRISTMAS LEGEND

Christmas
beneath L

BY KATHERINE LEBRASSEUR

Yes._ il's that time of year, again...when
lales of sea storms, wrecks and ships are
bantied about by the old timers in the
Manistique darea. Ten years'ago, it was the
Rradley _bul 56 years ago. .it was the
Rouse Simmons...and many local people
Iriends of the captain, his family and the
erew and some of the sailors who towed the
schoaner oul to the shoal in Thompson..are
stll around and “‘remember it well.”

The lale of the five hundred ton, one

hundred eighty foot, three-masted scho-
oner is (ragic indeed. Juslt
Chrisimas. it was the custom to cul
Chrisimas (rees, load them onto scho-
oners. and ship them into the large cities
on the lakes for market. Such was the
cargo of the Simmons as she sailed under
Captain  Hermann Schuenemann from
Thompson Harbor, three miles _ from
Manistique af nonn on"November 22, 1912.
The lakes were still giving up wreckage
from storms of that year, when the
schooner, with sail set, cleared the port
inlo a raging gale, bound for Chicago.
Time was short, and if the trees were to
reach the market, the Simmons had to
crowd all possible speed.

But let’s not rely on memory..let's
check the official account of the incident...
and the incidents thal followed...from the
pages of the Manistique Pioneer Tribune...

THE MANISTIQUE PIONEER
TRIBUNE, FRIDAY DEC. 6, 1912

SCHOONER LOST: The Rouse Simmons
with entire crew, including Capt. Scheun-
emann believed lo be lost. .

The fate of the Rouse Simmons laden
with Chrisimas trees, and owned by Capl.
Hermann Scheunemann, is now practi-
cally settled, and that with its crew of
seventeen men including the owner, sank
in the vicinity of Pentwater. The boat in
question left this port on Nov. 22 with a
cargo of Christmas trees for the Chicago
markel, and for some time no definile
word as to ils location or fate could be
learned. Shortly after leaving port, severe
gales swepl over the lakes. Christmas
trees and a hatch has come ashore near
Pentwater, and as the boat was not
equipped with life boals, it is believed the
entire crew perished. Capl. Scheunemann
has been making annual trips to this port
for many years, in quest of Christmas
trees and ground pine for the Chicago

j2-A9-73

tree ship
ake Michig

markel. The Captain had many friends
here who regrel the diaster that has
befallen him. The boal in question was not
seaworthy. The captain in command of the
vessel stated prior to leaving Chicago the
trip North, the rats had left the boat and he
was afraid to make the trip.

THE MANISTIQUE PIONEER
TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, DEC. 20, 1912

| TO BROOM LAKE: Revenue Cutler

| Mackinac Searching for Schooner Rouse
Simmons

before |

On Saturday of last week, the crew of the
revenue cutter Mackinac, stationed at the
Soo (Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.) was given
orders o proceed at once to lake Michigan
and broom the upper portion of the lake for
tidings of the schooner, Rouse Simmons,
which is believed to be lost. It will be
remembered thal the boat cleared from
this port with a cargo of Christmas trees
for the Chicago market, late in November
and has not been heard of since sailing.

Owing to the nature of the cargo, the
boat would not sink and the government
fears that members of the crew may still
be aboard the vessel and that the wreck
has drifted among islands that have no
communication with the main land.

MANISTIQUE PIONEER TRIBUNE,
APRIL 17, 1924

WALLET FOUND IN FISHERMAN'S
NET RECALLS STORY OF LOSS OF
VESSEL TWELVE YEARS AGO

Another chapter has beeninscribed upon
the pages of Great Lakes history through
the finding of a wallet in a fisherman's net
near Kewaunee, Wis. and the discovery
recalls to the memory of local persons the
disaster which befell the package freighter
Rouse Simmons which at one time made
Manistique a regular port. It was back in
the fall of 1912 that the Simmons pulled out
of Manistique with a cargo of Christmas
trees for Chicago. The schooner never
reached her destination but bit by bil the
tell-tale evidence cropped out and lold the
fate of the vessel. The finding of the
wallel is just another episode in the
revelation of facts concerning the vessel's
disappearance

Identification marks show that the
wallet was the property of Captain
Hermann Schuenemann, well known in
this city.

In the wallet which was picked up only

recently were found news paper clippings,
presumably from the Manistique Pioneer

Tr

ibune

The Kewaunee paper tells the following

lies
an waters

story concerning the finding of the wn::e:

On November 23, just before nightfa t- :
vessel in distress was seen off the coas! 0‘
Kewaunee, Wisconsin. It was during 0“; "d
the mos! lerrific storms that ever thras ‘:
Lake Michigan. The Kewaunee life S,ajr]éds_ )
crew (ried lo reach the crafl., but failed,
and soon the vessel was lost m.darkness'._

The day before, there had .smled out ;)d
the port of Thompson, Michigan, the ol 2
{hree-masted schooner ‘‘Rouse Simm
ons." Captain, Hermann Schuenamar'm.
laden with Christmas trees. and bound for
Chicago. The schooner has been making
{hese lale trips for a number of years,
carrying Christmas trees (0 Chncagod-
reaching there about Deceml:_»er 1, an
lying al its dock up the river until the cargo
had been sold. )

Bul his week, the Christmas tree ship
was nol among the arrivals. It was never
seen or heard-of after it left 'l'homp;on.
although lighthouse keepers and sailors
reported having seen a schooner resem-
bling it several places between the head of
Lake Michigan and Kewaunee.

As (he days passed and the boat did not
show up at Chicago, lake men became
convinced it was the craft which had been
in distress of Kewaunee, and life savers,
fishermen and sailors searched vainly for
a (race of it. All that was found was a
number of bundles of Christmas trees on
the shores of Lake Michigan, about five
miles north of Sturgeon Bay and Lake
Michigan ship canal. No trace of the craft
or ils crew was ever discovered.

Now, 12 years later when the present
generation scarcely remembers the event,
comes the only real clue as to where the
schooner was wrecked.

A day or two.ago, the fishing tug,

. "Reindeer’” Capt. Norman Allie, came
bringing in her nets to dry. The nets were
strung on the reels and the weeds cast
aside. Lighthouse Keeper- Henry Gattle,
who was keeper of the range lights at
Baileys Harbor, Wisco. at the time the
“Rouse Simmons" disappeared, but now
al the Two River point light, happened to
kick a bunch of these weeds, and disclosed
a bill fold which proved to be the property
of the former skipper of the ‘‘Simons.”
That it was surely his, is evidenced by the
facl that it contained Scheuenmann’s

& ““Rouse
departure of the
Simmons"" with its load of Christmas trees

of the
Chicago,
o’ expenses, and receipted bils for

i ons, elc.

ml'i'h.menscbl‘:;lvt?ot the fold were in a good
state of preservation, having been
firmly and tied witha cord, which

tact.
ke'glt\e‘meh:vhere the nets had been set in
the lake is several miles out into thedo_pei:
water off from Two River point, an “th
believed that this is the spot where the
“Simmons”* went down 12 years ago with
S.

a“():mgﬁday of the same week, while
lifting the nets aboard the fishing tug,
““Monitor’' of Two Rivers, Captain
Manville LaFond found a human skull
entangled in the nets. This is the third skull
that he has picked up at this point. At one
time he discovered a human skeleton in
the net, but while pulling the net aboard,
the skeleton broke into pieces and fell back
i e lake.

mtl‘: n'-: presumed that these bones are the
remains of the crew of the wrecked ship.

Manistique,
told of the

THE MANISTIQUE PIONEER+

TRIBUNE.
Friday Dec. 27, 1912

WIDOW LEFT WITH MANY TREES
UNSOLD

A Chicago dispatch says, “In the
gladness of Christmas time, Chicagoans
forgot the family of Captain Herlp‘an
Schuemann, who with his crew of twenty
men went to the bottom of Lake Michigan
a few weeks ago, while returning from
Manistique, Mich. with a cargo of
Christmas trees.

After it was established that the captain
and his crew had perished, the wife and
daughter of the master of the Christmas
ship attempted to fortify themselves
against want by bringing a new cargo of
Christmas trees to the city. They were set
up for sale down on the river bank, and
every day the widow and her orphans
worked making wreaths and arranging
other stock.

Many of the customers came and
bought, but not nearly all of the “regular”
remembered to buy. And only a few new
customers came. So tonight, when
darkness fell and the last hope of another
sale had passed, the family found itself
still in possession of considerable unsold
stock. But the widow was plucky.

“I don’t want charity,” she said. I'll
fight it out. Next year we'll sell trees again
and maybe business will be better then.”
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hristmas T Ship
", The "Rouse Simmons, an excellent' cvergreens floundered off Glencoe,
Qit"'hree-masited schooner, was built three Tllinois.
vears after the Civil War by Alan'  Herman, his brother, took over the trade
¢ McClelland for the Kenosha shipping and hauled Christmas trees to Chicago.
B ihterests in Milwaukee. She was 125 feet in - His ship became known as ‘‘Chicago’s
length, 27'- feet across her beam and had Christmas tree ship’.
E a hold of slightly over eight feet. 1 In ecarly October, 1912, the Rouse

In her early years, the Rouse Simmons Simmons cleared Chicago for the annual
trip to Thompson. On November 22, she

was ready for the return trip to Chicago.
Late in the day after repeated warnings of

|

hauled lumber from Manistee to Chicago. '

The schooner was purchased in 1873 by

Charles H. Hackley of Muskegon who!
added her to his fleet. In later years she foul weather, the schooner was towed into

was owned by her captains. the lake by the tug Cisco. Members of the
Cisco's crew were Dave Bouschor,
tramp schooner. picking up cargoes of captain: Ben Marks, engineer: Nels
logs. | posts, and lumber wherever she Bouschor lineman. and Pete Voisine,
found a hauling job. Once she sunk in the firoman. The Rouse Simmons was last
Traverse Bay area and was raised and scen flying distress signals off Kewaunee,
repaired. Another time she fought a Wisconsin.
violent gale. lost her masts, and was.  Captain Schuenemann’s widow Barbara
helpless several miles out in the lake when ~came back the next year. She hired trees
rescued. - cut and shipped them to Chicago. Her
Since the early 1880’s, the Schuenemann three daughters came with her. Mrs.
family had been bringing Christmas trees! Schuenemann continued the business for
to Chicago. In 1898 August “Christmas scveral years.
tree!’ Schuenemann lost his life when his-  The Christmas tree business was very
smatll schooner carrying a load of profitable. The only expense was salaries
' for the men who cut the trees. There were

71 ho landowners to be paid.

¢ Rouse Simmons was similar to a'L





image32.jpeg
|

su00159) pue

SyIRaLM U30181310 Furavam Aq o015

11941 01 PappE pue a[es preogdiys

a1 Uz BInsuuag Jadd?) ay) wouy

UaWOM 3710 puR S133yBnEp O3 2y

‘34S "131d 1S AIB[D) 31 18 JAUOOYDS

aseamoys € 01 woyy Suplsajsuen

PUE [121 £Q “yor ‘Sawer

1S pue uosdwoy | wolj saa.1 3yl

Juiduniq £q vonipen) 2211 seunsLIy)
ay) panunuod UUBWAUANYDS ‘SIjy

PaUINI 12AdU Law Buissiu
241 pue uoSaysny u Suiall panunuod
M310 941 J0 say[iure] 1anamOH
*SaB] 341 UO [1ES 01 panunuod

pue s8uia8y sy padueyd ‘awny

Sewoy L ay paxnjdes pey mazd
a3 Jeys uopEInads Ay Yyim zznqe

213 $100J8Y 2%e] AW B 103

"$§3000S INOYIIM

sem 15onb SIH “auny sewoy L,

ay1 1n0qE uonBWLIOu Sujyeas

119 Jo s310d 0 aueq “1de) uas
$19UMO 1Y) SUOSEas [219ADS 103

‘uu® uaas 19A9U oM FWN

sewoy 1, oy pue 1B oy Suunp

PajeIedas suowung asnoy auy pue
QUWINH SBWOYL 3y} ‘$S3[IYLIBAIN

B 1941 aue] uogaysny-08vory)

"2H6k U1 IO SIBAIH OML JJO LIOIS UBBIYOIN 93BT € UJ jUBS SUOWIIS 8SN0Y 8y ]

au) ut paysis uoaq pey sdius

0z 18Y1 1038 pajiodal aue( “1de) pus

72010 1431 ® Sum 21941 “UOBANSTI

ut od awoy 11 03 ax8] 2UY

$50108 U © 10J 7881 U] UOOUIAR

uwmne auo 10q1ey 03D

pazeapd ‘aueq 1de) ¥ Jo purwwicd
3y} JapuN 'SUOWIIS asNOY YL

“awny
sewoy, ay) paajoauy Azaisku ay),

“YIIW ‘anbusue

10 110d BWOY SUUBWAUANYDS Y3

1J3] 3y SE Isnf 5221 SBWISHYD JO PRO|

® 31/ 150] SBA ‘A3140BH SOLIBYD oY)

U} 4S8Ny Jayjolq S, UUBLWIALINGIS

SRS

uewsal 1de) g6g 1 uf
“L881 Ul 9DJAJBS 9011 SEUIISLIYD)
umo 531 uesaq pue KooEH
Sa112YD) Y} PUE SUOWWIS 2SNOY 2Y)
POUIEIQO A[IIE) UUBIAUINYDS YL
YOI ‘uO3aASTIA JO SWNY Ko[HIEH
4q paumo ‘awiny sewoyy, ay3 pue
AapyoRY SalIBY) Y3 ‘SuounLlS asnOY
a1 2Jam PUB[IAI]) PUE 101190
*03821U) 03 B[nSuIUag soddp) oy
WOJJ $2313 STWISLIYD) ALIED 0] SULIONS
13qUi2AON A1pEap 2y} paEzEY 0y
SIIES 119U} PaJaa1 1843 SIFUOOYIS L)
Suowe JSINYSIARH 191[E A UBLIOISIY
5937 18210 01 SUIPIOOOY
“Kishw
10 pnopd © uy paeaddesip woys Jo auo
DU 3pE1) 34 Ul PAAJOAUI SIAUOOYDS
BUIysy 110 9914 1589] 18 oM
13y, “d1ys seunspy) AJuo ayy jou
SBM SUOWIWIIS 35N0Y 3Y) *IAAIMOH
*20UBIqUIGWIAI PIAIISIP JEY)
uonIPE.} [PUOSERS B SEM 3] 'SSOUISNG
® UBY 2J0W SBM ANANOE 5, fnute)
UUBWIAUANYDS YL, “WONUINE S
1[E $9A1959p SUOWIWIS a5N0Y AL
“A1018
diys sewnsuy) ayy 03 Jueytodw
SuMO] UBBIYII 31 W] SarEp
AIPSIBAIUUB 241 UO PaJIEW SPIED 150d
Pa19y282 X1 Surpnjouy spaed Js0d
02 30 wng[e ue Juonpoad Aq ssof
SUOLIWIS 35N0Y AY) JO AIBSIDATULE
4352 941 31LOWIWIOD (1M ‘6EY09
‘Ul ‘o8ea1y) “aay a[epBurmioolq gegs
18 Uo7 JuBdwrey ay) Jo ssa1d YL
“wiyy uoisiA9La) aAnEuIEW
ue pus saImyoid ‘s3u0s ‘SaLI0}S
‘S3[O1JB U| PRIAQUIAWAI UAAq SEY
SUOWIIIS BSTIOY 2Y) SIBAK U} JOAO
“anID JYIEX d9NNEMIIN
343 JO 3dUB1IUB 3} 38 [BHOWaU
8 03U} paeod.I00u} UBaq SBY JoyIuE
YL "W0330q AXe] 3y} UO H93im
SUOWUIIS 3ST0Y 3y} WOJj JOYouE
343 PaAILIAL SIAAIP ‘ZL6T UI
“GE61 Ul PAIP Ys [UR 30125
221 SBUISLIY) 3y} PANUNUOD MOPIM
5,ureIdvd 23 'SUOWLIIS ISNOY 3y JO
$50] a3 J91V “Ia1d IS HIRID 243 Wol)

J8neg "4 pIeYdY Aq ol0ud 13
anid WoeA aaxne;

1195 03 03821 0] $30.J) SBUSLIYD
300} 'SUOWIUIIS 3SNOY Y3 YIIM UMOP
UM OUM ‘UUBWIAUINYIS UBWIAH
“1deD Jo Afnure; oy s1ea gz 103
2161 ‘6222 "AON
10 431U 93 U0 JI0 SIATY OML 1jO
w1035 UBSIYOI BT © Uj SUOWWIS
a5n0Y Y3 JO S50 3Y) AZI[ELIOWAU 0}
smaN A[1eqt 08wo1uD oy uf pareadde
A seunisuy) ayy jo pejied,,
upenEnb-Auew s 11011EIS 1aOUIA

diys @a.1 sewisiiy) jo AIois [|9] pejje

€ 1ed ‘| abeq

1861 ‘L2 JoquienoN ‘Aepinjeg

T
'y N NII N/ l\’/.,, NV O

L .

1IN B4} JO 30UB.IUB B 18 Pajed
40 1ied §1 ‘Z/61 Ul PAABLINGI ‘SUOWIWIS 3SNOY BU} JO JOYIUE BYL

eLOWaW

NOLITS JUDUIA
oYM

Supureoy ay3 uf y18ap Jo puy
‘du

a3 OpEW JBY] SINOS UIRIXIS JO PUY
‘a¥[ UB[[nS 21 12,0 PaITES 1YL
drys
SspwISLIYD 3y3 JO 3[81 3Y3 SI SIYL,
uAjsof Aeg Ag

‘salel




image33.jpeg
0161 U1 3GIaJ{ ‘UI0Q 1s1§ 39y pur Bulpdnif plafg Sipy 2 PIYIOM UOSIIPUY ‘Y UIAOS 241
Jo wyy oy Suaq puSis ‘waIP[IYD
Si0w 91y pry Aoyj  -uosdwoy],
Ul poMIs puE WAIPIYD 1P OMT
IOyl puE ‘ONOpRYD ‘Oftm S iim
UapamMS WOI AWED UOSIOPUY I
suowwg 9sn0Y Y1 01
wonoouuod s Afmwie) Jay Jo papiojun
f10ys 2y1 *ajif 1oy 1noge paxjE Fur
-pIRH SIW SV 123k 15[ ‘96 St OUM
‘BUIpITH "SI pasdlAIUl  K191908
[BOHOISIH_ A1UN0D 1JR1[00Y5S YL
“anbastuejy Ul 23om
Kol waym SUOSIAPUY A1 YiIm oy
nioy) apew ajim siy por urerded 2y
“1ay10801 saan o1 apunq o1 A[Ie
-nuue padioy (8 v se Surprer sy
pue saon yim umided oy popraoid
UOSIOPUY "Iy ‘[ SUUZWAUINYIS
oy1 mouxy Kjuuej uospuy 9yJ,
»
-umo [enued osie pue Jauyed suuTr
-ouanyas ‘wospoN sopry) wmded
JO ajim oy pup SIAqUOW maId
S1 In0ge ‘uumWAUANYIS JO SIATL
Sy 3y qum Supm USiAy SSIang

uewsopf upmde) Aq paumo Kjprird
Sem ‘0011 STWSLYD yum PapTol
pur punog-oSeory) ‘drus Ayl
“s1akng oBeary) 105 sourd urd
YOI YA PApTO] SEM pUE JOGIH
anbnsiuzy 12 paxoop drus oyt ApEaA
“diys 991], SPUNSLYD A1 ST uMOuY
Arareuonsaye Jauooyss 1wadyiuTew
oy ‘suownis osnoy Ayl Jo 2oue
3> [ouy Sy Jo AsIaAiuE Y15,
o [t oN ‘frpung
19k 11 5997 [0 SPROLIT om1
|Ios ouewatanyos sy padial oym
‘U0SIOPUY 12104 ‘IaUiR) 1Oy sea 1]
d W0 PINUNUOD _gooy Suipnjour SIOPIROQ OF SWO0I NUDILIP NOK 1131 [ite Inbusiniy
J0qimy au1 17 way op 19] suosiapuy Y] -onbnstuep Jo Suipiey (uos:opuy) pusis
sngag o Fuuaep ar JamQ pue raaddiy) Jo Jouion “maf ey diys sayiouT pasn
anbusiurjy (:n0S O) SYARN PROIIRI 941 UO SAOY ® OIUT POAOW SUOS UUBWIUINYIS SIN ITY) WIREY $19
o1 GMOP Y[F PINOM IaUioW 10y pUE -19PUY Ay ‘uiy Sea PUTIS UOUAY  -UIO WIOIS © T Umop Juam dus Ay
Ipusis oy anbisiuely 18 pax20p 1aie ZI6T W {95 01 [[z 1% $990 ow
Sem suowwis asnoy g uaYAL “soamord pey aJim s uuTwOUNYIS uIdeD 1ot
USWIITR|D 10§ SI9PIO YOOI JE] PUB WIE]D SIUNOdIE dwOS ITIK JO dwn
‘BIRQ JudWLIRA0S QY1 JOJ -- LD SISINID S KuRw 21w AoY) ST PILIEA ST OIE
pUT UURUIAIINYDS UIET Joquin, Se UmOUY -- JOADAINS B SUOWWIS ISNOY Yl 100G SIUOIS

[eM diyg 994y, seunsLiy)

SISCUISWIAI SUTPIBE] *SIIA

ieg ‘ajm

L86T zz "AON po3ep

“po1p DURWIININYDS "SI UM
£g61 mun s9om pros Ajwe oy,
“pres SurpieH “SIN
Lims ueai8 oyl Wm0y djoy pue
ok K129 umop 08 0} posn o,

wo djay o1 ponur
003 UOSIOPUY I “IIQEUEAE 230m
sdiys asow ou [uun digs poXd0p ©
woy AfEaifimsou s2an oy Furgjas
'ssoursnq Apwej aul pInUAUGY SI91
~ySnep 1o pur LURWAUANYIS TSIN

“sourd Jumios
Wi potly ploy o pue dn spivoq
sweu i omul AUEDU STA 1JEI0
YL U104 SIATY OML JJO punoj
sem 98exooIm Y eyl ‘1£61 ‘19Q
0190 Mun Lusem 1 Aes suodoy

“19q
-wow moso suourIS ISNOY E-JO 1PN
2q o1 paroadsns [InYS © pT61 Ul OSIE
PUZ pT61 U1 1D[[RM SUUCWOUDNYDS
‘opesap © uey dtow Joj saurd
Sumos -~ oFmpoasm ou) Jo sy
dn oav8 ueSoiy e AlEnprIo

‘o1 Aq
ueBiyoyy woy saon Suuq o ponun
005 sIIYSATp 19y T UUEWANINYDS

1591 o,

aunqrial, I99U0Td onbT3sTueR

fg.f
-y I Aq pa
o1 1103 43 10m SpRC

cmoooe ‘ofeanu)
2 om1 2504,
=2k pry 3

5000 21 ([ SEA TR
o) poddiys asom s:mo aul
pue 213y Ams pay

~pres SupImi s

Jo speopiEd Om1 2idm
‘a1 JO sS0] s quns
$00p 1241 Jo 100 121 1yl dits K182
pios uruOIsHy 1 Iaquin
200p s.uosduwoy, 1 15w oy
5901 210w 10] PATH 1EOQ 21 1A
“proj PUIIOU SIf 0
Jnoqe ‘s3a1 (000§ wos Suii
-reo Apease sem A1pariodar diys oy
osia “1deD) puz siopes Jo sisaoid
ondsep ‘wosdwoy] Jo mo own
W es o1 Aprar st suoww
osnoy AUl ‘TI61 'ZT AON U0
ofeoryd up 10ds
Sy WO SyRALM IYTW PIAOD UIWOM
o5 digs a1 01 Uo PAPRO] 1M SILID
-pw Fupmas maid diys 001, sew
asuy ow jo Kwmndod aq1 sy
-pry v isnf SEa | UdyM
e qum padioy aa ] awm © Kuepy,
‘pres Supimy s L Suppeoiq
woyy squip g daoy o1 adox
Jo soard S1q o dras padioy 1.,
jpuraq o 10id 01
sopunq ur 9211 21 pan pue paddeim
S8 pue vowo s Sumea
a1 o1 woSem 10 1172 £q umop papney
uoyl ‘paIsIAInY puT PAIAAIS g 01
PRy $300 SPUNSUY) AWOU0DD BT
wooq © st anox
15 asnoy ayL
pios Surpanyy
ssdwea A at paiom Kaur pur
woyr paity o IFOg 991], SEUNSUYD)
SuUTWOUINYDS Yim 203y QWD
O} pasn 1R U A1y 01 ST Peql,,
fuedwo)
Joqun] ofeory) au1 o) 0qmn
0 oY, piEs FupIRH SN ‘001
“ofawyg pue vesop 1zau dn sdwed
squn uni o pasn pep AW,
aur aprw umjo tos
-tapuy “oSwolD o axwr o1 umded
o1 0} @y plos pur sean SEUNSLYD
9q-pInOm PAISIATY UOSIAPAY I

SN

¥1 afivg woly panupuOd

*juoo
sewisuyd





image34.jpeg
i

-

Bottle washed up on'§ho
‘with note from Uncle Herman

By KAREN SURRATT .

Elizdbeth Barerlin’

"doesn’t like' being in the
limelight. . N

In'fact, the 91 year old
resident of Luther Manor
probably would: prefer :to

blend quietly into the pas. -

tel “ surroundings of the.

immaculate nursing home

Where she lives.

She politely'toid report- |

€rs at a recent showing of
‘‘“The Christmas Tree

Ship” that, “I don't like all -

of this notoriety. I'm not
used to it.” .

Elizabeth Barerlin'is the

only known living relative
of Capt. Herman Schuene-
mann, ' the master -of a
cargo schooner that -has
come to be known as “The
Christmas Tree Ship.” i

The . ship, -whose " real

name is the' Rouse .Sim- .

mons, sank-with its entire
crew in the icy waters of

Lake Michigan in 1912, . X Y
" tap her lightly, as it was
* announced that “the niece

The ship:was lost for 59
years until 1971, when an
amateur diver, Kent Bell-:

richard, found it"in deep -

water nine ‘miles north-
east of Two Rivers," - -

WTMJ-TV ‘made a doc-

umentary film about the,

ship and .its sinking.i It .

tells the story of how the,

captain- each year -loaded
the ship.in:Michigan with
Christmas trees to sell in
Chicago. It "was first
shown to television audi-
ences in November, 1975,

It was known that :

Capt. Schuenemann' had a
living relative in Wiscon-

women reached over to

of the captain of the
Chrismas Tree Ship lives
at our home.” 2

The film was being
shown to Luther Mangr
residents. : b

Mrs. Barerlin, dressed ',
in a navy blue, red and
white dress sprinkled.
with diamond and flower :
patterns, sat with hands|
neatly placed in the‘center
of her lap ds the movie

.- began,

able to locate her. while -

Tesearching the film. -

Like her uncle’s sunken :*

vessel that'lay undiscov-

ered in Lake Michigan for .

. more than half a century,

the pleasant Mrs. Barerlin
wouldn’t have minded if
she, . too, were not espe-
cially noticed among the
other nursing home resi-
dents. %)

- But like it or not, Mrs.

Barerlin‘'was the center of

attention: recently as re-
. porters converged on her.

“Is" this ‘the first: time
you've seen the, movie,

Elizabeth?” “Did you see

it before on TV?" Fellow

nursing home residents

inquired. A couple of the

As the film narrator’s
voice ‘announced that

: ichigan’s “bot
sim, but WTMJ was et Lake Michigan’s “bottom

is'a graveyard” of' ships

:-wrecked in storms “that
“most of us never see from

shore,” Mrs. Barerlin ‘sat
with tiny feet in navy
shoes placed’ neatly: to-
gether under her chair,

Asked - whether she
remembered anything
about her uncle, Mrs. Bar-
erlin replied, “Oh :yes, 1
was 27 years old the year
‘he set sail, so I remember
a great deal. He was my
mother’s brother,” she

“‘continued. “We thought

an awful Iot of him.”

Mrs.- Barerlin said her
mother “used to “‘make
wreaths and gvergreen,

" ropes” from the Christmas*::

trees, which her. Uncle *
Herman would purchase

! == Sentinel Phot by Ernest W, Aneuse
"’ ELIZABETH BARERLIN

in Thompson, Mich., each
year.

Mrs. Barerlin said she
had been aboard the
Rouse Simmons ‘“‘many,
many times.”

“I'd even eat on the ship
when it was docked at the
Clark Street bridge, be-
cause we used to live in
Chicago.”

During the showing of
““The .Christmas Tree
Ship,”, Mrs. Barerlin's
small hands clutched a
tiny flowered pouch. She

‘opened and closed the lit-
. tle purse several times as

the diver talked about dis-
covering the wreckage of
the ship.

“He’ll never make it,

he'll never make it, he'll
never be back in my meat
market again,” the daugh-
ter of a Thompson (Mich.)
grocer depicted in the film
remembered her father
saying as Capt. Schuene-
mann set sail on Nov, 22,
1912,

Mrs. Barerlin clutched
her flowered purse even
tighter as the film’s narra-
tor interviewed people
who remembered “The
Christmas Tree Ship's”

. last voyage, .

The daughter of the
Michigan grocer was
being interviewed again
as hehe quoted Mrs. Barer-

(277

e

lin's uncle replying, “The
people of Chicago have to
have their Christmas
trees.”

The Rouse Simmons
never made it to Chicago.
The ship was overloaded
With evergreens, and it set
sail during what was
called “The Big Storm” —
the worst they could re-

.member on the Great

Lakes back then.

Elizabeth Barerlin’s
hands began to squeeze
one another, she picked at
her nails and opened her
purse, pulling out a hand-
kerchief that muffled a
quiet cough.

These gestures were in
response to witnesses on
film who recalled a cap-
tain’s pocketbook, Christ-
mas trees being washed
ashore and a bottle with a
message. ’

The bottled message
read in part — “Friday
guess we're all

through ... God help
us.” It was signed “Her-
man Schuenemann,”

The handkerchief came
out of the blue flowered
pouch once more. This
time to wipe at moistened
eyes.

Later,. asked how she
felt about the film, Mrs.
Barerlin said, “It was in-
teresting, but of ‘course it
was sad for me. I felt very
sad because I remembered
SO many good things
about him in our home
and in his home.”

She said, “Aunt Barbara
made him promise it
would be his last trip.

“Of course, when he
told us it would be his last
trip, none of us knew 'that
it really would.”

Mrs. Barerlin remem-
bered when the bottle
with the 'message from
her 42 year old uncle
Washed to shore. She said,
“We were all very thank-
ful when that ‘washed
ashore.”

.- Mrs. Barerlin revealed a
bit of family pride.

“He was really my un-
cle,” Mrs. Barerlin said.
“No doubt about it, [
looked. up my baptismal
records recently and he

‘was listed as my godfath-

er.”
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Shipwreck

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath
waters of Lake Michigan

By SUZANNE KAUTSKY WEISS
Sentinel correspondent

‘Two Rivers — The ghost of Christmas past rests beneath the cold,
murky waters of Lake Michigan, about 9 miles northeast of Two
Rivers. b

‘The ghost is the hull of the Rouse Simmons. The Christmas past was
1912.

It was in late November that the 127-foot, three-masted schooner,
also know as “The Christmas Tree Ship,” was loaded down with
evergreens for the Chicago market.

The 7- and 8-foot balsam and spruce trees, cut from the woods
surrounding Thompson in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, would fetch
between 75 cents and $1 each irom Chicagoans eagerly awaiting their
arrival.

‘The Rouse Simmons traditionally docked at the Chicago River’s
Clark Street bridge, an evergreen tied to its foremast signaling the
start of the Christmas season.

As the crew prepared to set sail that year on the five-day, 300-mile
trip, the skies looked threatening

Capt. Herman Schuenemann, an experienced sailor who also had a
reputation for being ambitious, ignored storm warnings. He knew if ne
didn’t get his cargo to market by early December, it would be
worthless. At the last minute, he even added an extra load to the ship’s
deck.

The Schuenemann family had been plying the Christmas tree trade
since the 1880s. In 1910, Herman Schuenemann purchased an interest
in the ship, which had been built in Milwaukee in 1868 by Allan,
McClelland & Co. for the lumber trade.

As other vessels hurried toward safe harbors that fateful day, the
Rouse Simmons, described as looking like a “floating forest,” headed
for open waters.

That night, the ship was hit with strong winds and cold snows.
Waves splashing the deck coated the trees with ice, and the ship % s
succumbed to the weight. It is believed she sank around Nov. 23 with ; 'SUZANNE KAUTSKY WEISS photo
about 16 crew members aboard. Dan Hildebrand, an amateur historian and diver schooner that sank in Lake Michigan in 1912.
from Manitowoc, holds the remains of one of the Artifacts from the ship are on display at the Rogers
Christmas trees from the Rouse Simmons, a -‘Street Fishing Village Museum in Two Rivers.

SEE PAGE 6 / SHIP
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as “The Christmas Tree Ship.”

* MANITOWOC MARITIME MUSEUM phito
| The'127-foot, three-masted schooner, Rouse Simmons, was kno‘\}{ﬁ

2,

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath Lake Michigan

SHIP / FROM PAGE 1

The Life Saving Station at Two
Rivers was notified that a
three-masted schooner flying distress
signals was spotted off of Kewaunee.

A rescue boat searched the lake
and returned home empty, but
fishermen for years afterward were -
reminded of the disaster by the
remnants of Christmas trees that
washed up in their nets and on shore.

A message from Schuenemann
was found in a bottle on a Sheboygan
beach shortly before Christmas,

“Everybody Goodbye. I guess we
are through. Leaking bad . . . God
Help Us,” it read.

Thirteen years later, the captain’s

Two Rivers.

-It wasn't.until.1971 that the. wreck
was discovered in more than 160 feet
of water by Milwaukee diver Kent
Bellrichard. ;

" It is one of 40 to 50 shipwrecks in
the waters between Manitowoc and
Two Rivers, said Dan Hildebrand, an
amateur historian and diver from
Manitowoc. He has visited the
remains of the Rouse Simmons about
20 times in the past nine years.

“The wreck is pretty much intact.
There’s still bundles of Christmas
tree on the bow of the vessel,”
Hildebrand said.

The trees, numbering in the
‘hundreds, have been reduced to
'sticks with branches. Visiting one of

Lake Michigan’s legends is both
exciting and eerie, Hildebrand said.

Even with powerful lights, the
visibility is typically 2 to 3 feet,

creating a dark, gloomy atmosphere
that makes him feel as if he’s visiting -

a tomb.

wallet was found on a beach south'of

“It has a ghostlike feel to it, like '

' someone’s watching you. I think a lot

of that is due to the depth,”
Hildebrand said. “Your mind plays
tricks on you.” .

Hildebrand dives with fellow ,
members of The Manitowoc Fathom
Seekers Dive Club. He is president of
the group. : i

5 }txjtlfgcts broughi up from the ship

. are on permanent display at the

Rogers Street Fishing Village
Museum in Two Rivers. They include
a name board, part of the ship’s. .-
mizzenmast, a large crock and the .
remains of one of the ill-fated
Christmas trees. The museum is open
during the summer and by special
appointment for tours. e

Other artifacts can be seen at the
Manitowoc Maritime Museum. . .,
through Dec. 31. The Rouse Simmons
is one of five shipwrecks featuréd in
the exhibit, “Shipwrecks . . . Lost on
Lake Michigan.”

A name board, two compasses, a
hand-operated foghorn, a porthole, a
wooden cleat, a white mug, a log
from the taffrail, a fuse box and glass
from the starboard light are among
the items on display. The museum is
open daily all year. ’

An anchor from the Rouse -
Simmons greets visitors at the.
entrance of the Milwaukee Yacht
Club. Each year in late fall, the ©
Wisconsin Marine Historical Society,
in coo‘Peration with the yacht club,
has a “Christmas Tree Ship”

‘luncheon honoring the Rouse

Simmons and those who lost their
lives in the disaster.

‘The luncheon will begin at noon .
Dec. 4 at the yacht club, 1700 N,
Lincoln Memorial Dr., Milwaukee. It
is open to the public. Admission is
$8.50 per person.

P S|
e 31 e, 33.)9) 7

/?MM A
q

'&a
we
1P e, a0

,\
ed I,
.

0 rs [I00 24 (20 ) 254) a8 /00 S

1895) oy blol /9L g 2t~
(

7

e
A
17’

v

" MA\A&AMM




image1.jpeg
louez leads in the totals. ' J; .
- 15,935,602 tons were shipped. This
exceeds the previous best mark by
the -Missabe Gocks, “when 12,600,000 | |
tons -were shipped. .The best record
of the Great Northern docks hereto-’ g
fore was made last year when they |
shipped 9,773,061 tons. ‘
With only the tonnage of the’ bny-'
der missing the Missabe docks have
loaded 110,486,625 tons) this year.
During ‘the month of November the:
shipments = totaled 1,070,706 tons.{
The shipments for the entire -season
last year were 6,934,269 tons. :
Two Harbors exceeded its Jlast
~year’'s shipments by nearly 3,100,000
tons. With only the one boat to load
X it ‘has shipped 9,370,970 tons. Last
S year the total was 6,417,520 tons.
\% During the past month the 5lupments
was 667,010-tons. 3
The Soo shipped 350,000 Lons this
year, against 177,000 tons last season.

e
4

CHRISTMAS SHIP SAYE. :

CHICAGO, . Nov. 29.—The schooner Rouse

4~ Simmons laden ‘with a cargo of Chrigtmas

) greens, three days overdue here,’ today was,

J reported as safe at Bailey's -point, 175 miles
% " nortn of Chicago. Word from the schooner
\ had been an\iously waited by friends and
\ relatives of its captain and crew  in - view

of the recent' disastrous storm ahich awupt i
Lahe '\hclngan ]

: MAKES $lﬂ 000 'I‘Rll"

One of ‘the most attractive cargoes that
has’ gone down the lake'in years, trom .the
- boat”owners’ viewpoint, was that carried by
the - Mclintosh yestexday This boat carried
100,000 bushels of grain at four cents per
' bushel,  Tais includeg: storage for the win
ter. The trip wlll net the boat $lb 00
tor the trip, .

OF PIANGS
| PIAI

ol I
: . DETROIT PASSAGES,
7 »: (News Tribune Special.)

DETBOIT Mich., Nov. 2$.—Up. Caldaera,
8:30 Thulsday nignt; . Champlain, 10:45;
Oscoda, 11:20; Gratwick, 12:10 Friday mom-
ing; Lumberman Stanley, Jeanette,. :12:20;

Bangor, 12:80; (,‘u'negle, 12:40; Walbace. Wwe can se
2:80; Conema.ugh 3; Veronica, 4:35; W K. :
Fltzgcrald 4.40; 1 J. Royce, uol(lcn Age, have deci

150 Tioga, 17:50; Osborne, 8:30; Ralph,
Halold Connelly  Bros.,, 10: Zo. Agassiz,
10:45; Barth Filer, Jcnncss 11; Gettysburg,
Melbourne, 2:15 p. m.; Sierra, 3:156; NRen- | @&
vovle. 4:10. = 4B

on the e
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"Christmas T

ALGOMA, Wis;; Dec. 18
(Special) Discovery of the hull
of an old sailing vessel washed

ashore at Ludington, Mich.,
renewed in the 'minds of
Algoma oldtimers a lake

. tragedy of 1912.

The hull is believed to have
been that of the Rouse Sim-
mons, the ship which left
Thompson, Mich., near Manis-
_tique, in November, 1912, and

<" dikappeared en route to Chica-
g9. It 'was lost in a fierce lake
storm about two miles south-
egst of Two Rivers Point.
iHerman Schuenemann, who
once lived in Algoma, was
owner of the Simmons, which
carried no ordinary cargo. It
hauled Christmas trees!

CONTINUED WORK

The 41-year-old ‘Schuene-
mann - disappeared with the
Rouse Simmons during the
storm, Nov. 23, 1912, leaving
his wife, Barbara, and daugh-
ters to carry on the Schuene-
mann tradition.

ree Sh

e

R

e

And carry on they did! They
obtained a new schooner and
for many years continued to
haul Christmas trees from|
Schoolcraft County in the Up-
per Peninsula to Chicago. One
of the daughters remained inj
Chicago to handle the sales,|
while the mother and a sec-
ond daughter scoured the
woods of Michigan n%u trees.

Barbara and her gréat cour-
age are one story. Schuene-
mann and the 30 years that
he furnished the folk of Chica-
go with Christmas trees,
wreaths and fir and spruce
boughs are another.

It was a late November day]
in 1884 when the - original
Christmas tree mEv(mmmn to a
dock along the Chicago River.;

Early passersby stopped on
the bridge and’ stared :;
amazement at the hundreds of{
Christmas trees piléd from the!
jib to the tiny cabin. Tacked!

up was a canvas sign: “The,

Christmas - Tree Ship — My
Prices Are the Lowest. Her-
man Schuehemann.”

vaogmamw realizing  that
here was'a "Story, learned that
Schuenemann was an orphaned
lad of 13, and that while liv-
ing with a brother had con-
ceived the idea.

He rented a relative’s schoo-
ner and crew and brought
the vessel from the snow-
covered forests of the Michi-
gan Peninsula, laden with
evergreens. %

Other newspaper stories fol-
lowed and as the years passed
the Christmas tree ship, its
owner and its crew held the
heart of Chicago.

Modest prices of the trees
attracted hundreds of buyers
and within several weeks each
year, the cargoes were usual-
ly sold. Young Schuenemann
always promised to return the
following year. .

’g the. years passed the

istmas tree ship became an
el ek

institution. Schuenemann be-
came older and so did his
customers, but one year a new
three-master furled its sails
as it entered the Chicago River.
It was the Rouse Simmons and
it drew many words of ad-
miration. '

Froni then on, the Simmons
was a Mecca for Chicago folk
at Christmas time. Every year,
its cargo of trees was disposed
of faster than trees in regu-
lar markets. *

HAD 3 CHILDREN

On one such stay in Chica-
go the Christmas tree cargo
was second in importance. This
was in November, 1897, when
there was rejoicing, not only
because the Rouse Simmons
had reached its berth, but be-
cause a young woman stood
at the side. of the towering
26-year-old skipper.

“This is Barbara, my wife,”
he announced. "

Three daughters were born

e
Christmas Wreath Girl,” and
ithe twins, Pearl and Hazel

The newspaper story which
wn%mun SOrrow i{o many an
"Algoma and Chicago home
75& written “the latter part
of November, 1912.

; The accounts said the ship

Chicago, and disappeared en
route.

SEEN FROM SHORE

I¥was learned that the last
glimpse of the Rouse Simmons
was caught at 3:10 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 23, 1912, when
it was five miles off Kewau-
nee, its distress flags flying.
The Kewaunee coast station
crew noticed the signals and
alerted the Two Rivers sta-
tion. Nothing was sighted, Two
Rivers reported.

The Middle West rose as one
to help the family of the be-
loved Christmas “tree man.
Ships were takenoff regular
runs, yachts upped anchor and
set out across the grey, un-
sympathetic waters of Lake

to the couple, Elsie, “The

Michigan.“For a week they
searched—in vain.

Not ‘a trace of the schooner
was found—not a spar or a
shred of sail—until the old
af] washed ashore at Luding-
on in the fall of 1951,

had left Thompson, bound for|

t
1
1

[ ——




image38.jpeg
o S

e w e

R )

vorowm

O-hkoooo

«AQqpoon ‘aujl duo 03 PIYSE[
SpuBy [V '210(sjjo sd[ut eN_
puB ‘Gl UIIMIAQ JUIOJ SIBAIY
oMJ, 1SBaUINOS  SIIW  OM)
moqe umop 03 0} Apeax 'S ‘Y
J3u00yos ‘wr'd 0g:0T 18 UM
a1e SIUI[ 9SAYL,, 30U AL

‘ueSjUoIY 9T 3O
3I0Ys dY} UO PUNOJ SBM ‘MAID
uewW-gT U} JO ureided ‘UOS[dIN
solreyD £q pauSis 9p30q B
uj 90U B 193] SIBIA 991y} PUR
‘SIOAJd OMJI, 8- Ud®q oY} Uo|
PUNOJ SEM UUBWAUINYDS 231
SBW)SMYD, UBWIH JO I
-[eam 2y} 03® s183L 0 INOQY
‘loquAs SuiAo[ Isouwr sANuEn
-sEyD YA A3 ayy peyddns
ays ‘'ajqe sBm ays se Suof se
jng ‘oSedlyD 0} dPpBW UUBW
-3usnydg ercqeeg sduy Auswr
MOY 2)BJS J0U Op SPI0d3Y

SAIYL ANVIL ZAVILE

“19A1y 08®BOIYD 8y} JOo yjnowr
ay3} je S[1es S3| P3N} 53313 sBw’
-3y Jo 081ed [n3Layd & Sul
-183q JPUOOYDS B AIOW ADUQ
‘upejded 9y} 10J Suo[ 0S PIYIOM,
pey oym syoefrequny ay3|
pasjaladns PUB SPOOMUIION 491
Y} 03U} JUIM (T JO MIID B PUB
“aIsd “193ySnep Is3pio 19y g
pue ‘ss3lIBdL dY} ‘IdU00YIS
€ pardlIBYd Bys ‘PIET ul |
“]98 PINOd UUBWIUINYIS ‘SIIL
se diys 9313 seunsuuyd PpPIo.
3y} JO UOIBIO] 3y} O} JBAU SEB:
‘08edIyD Ul IS MIB[D YMON;
U0 PIOS oA pUB pEOI[IEI|
£q pajrodsuery azam  Aayl _
-AJunop 33eId[00YdS |
JO §IS210) Y} WO} UMOP|
JUds  S321} Q002 lensn oy}
Pe UUBWIUANYDS ‘SIJY ‘PUNOIE
DPAI0X ET6T JO [[eJ 3U} UBUM.

w A

0DYVD TIVY LNIS





image39.jpeg
b
pueqsny 1ay Jo dweun oY) sLeaq
auoIspeay 141
AYer] U0 |ISSIA mes oY)
0 ®ID A} 0} pud ue os[e puv
yaoda snpp 0) pua uz ySnoaq
61 Ul eop DY

1e] pur dys Aq Au
;‘Kouamol ayy opewr Ays
2% A0, CuUou S EXEL I ]
iparidaa ays ng  ‘puegsny Yy

!

10 pIoa ajuyap Lur sesm diay)
(1 gy payse Apmjadey  sa9wo)
D JIB]{ 'SPA1) 0 peRO| I0Yl0

f-ue ypa aead xau Yy ofedid
|0} PaUMIAT AYS ‘Anuju0d PINOYS
fyI0M s,pueqshy 1Oy Jey) paAjos
1-9Y "POAIAINS pRY MAID 3] MOy
-owos Jey) adoy dn aae? oAU
Hearqing ‘mo s, uruLIdY
«98qpoon
dull AUO 0] paydIe[ Spury [V
1'2I04ys JJO SajIwW 0Z-GI ‘UI0g SI9
-ATg OA\L, ]O )SBIYINOS SIIU 07
1moge umop of o1 SLpear suow
-ung asnoy aauooydog ‘urd 0g:01
‘Je USNLIM dae saul] ASAYL,,
:uospaN  urejde) Twnay oRes
-ssW B YA punoj Sesm ajnoq
FYIOUR TR SIBAL A, SID
f-ATY OM\J, Jo yjnos isnl daoyse
JSED  SBA 1023U! puRq  1aqgni
pur upjspo yps paddeas s
L )9jjem s uURWBUNGDS €76 UT
{'punoj ses suowwig asnoy
| J0 3SIUWIAP 3Y) JO IDUAPIAA dIOW
SIEDA UDIIXIS IXAU Ay} UlyNM
| JOLIF s, uuRWAUNYDS
'saw Aq uwre§ 01 jdwope
jue seam 31 Jey) saaylo “aaysavol
|e Aq pojueid sem ainoq oy
| es dwog -Aed jou pmod ays
| yorym ‘ppc$ popuewap I punoy
Loym uewr ay) 10j 3jIm S,UBULIOH
| poydeal 19Adu afessow SIY,
| (S UUBWIRUNYDS URW
-1eH ‘sn djpy pon -Aepsanyg,
PIBOQIdA0 |[3] DA3)S DUB P[BA
-eu] "I9A0 paysem jeoq [fRWS
ayy S sy Suting -Sepsanyy,
pEO[}O9P N0 19A0  paysem
®ag ‘y8nouayj [je a4e am ssang |
*0AQPEOS  QUOAIdAL] ARPLIY.
o] suouw
asnoy oy} wouy afed

pur SIS Y3ijia] up $anoy daty
|10 UIBA Ul PaYDIIEDS AL JBOQ
-0)I| B ‘SPAdSWAY) 0] ¥SLI JraId
W4y pajydis Jnoyoo| Jayjo
-UE IBUNEMIY 1V "WI0)S 3y} 0]
-ui pareaddesip ays urefy oy
Sumyoeal w0J} SIANISAT PAJUDA
{-0ad siojem Buifex ayj Jnq ‘dn
| [eudis ssemsip ypm Aeq uoag
~ anjs je urefe pajjods sem ays
| 'so01 yym yBiy papid syoap I8y
‘ygnos A|ssoliea) papeay ays se
To: pajysdis s8n) oaL, ‘ur swed
ssansip oy jo s)odar ‘suowr
-uIlg 8snoy ayj passiw 05ed1y)
1jo aidoad ayy aaoyaq Juo
i mous Bulputq syj ut
. 9jediART (0] dqBUN ‘SpUIMpESY
Suoars Sunydiy seaEswoy)
| PLNOj MAId Ay} uoos jng ‘diys
pieoqe pauaddey jeym Apoexe
SMOU] BUO ON °PJI0M JPISINO 33
| woay suowrung asnoy ayj Surply
{3ONI)S ULIOISMOUS AABSY SN
i Buimaiq
SEM WI0)S Snouruo uy ‘paes
-2nos [Ies 13s pue saa.a) Surpro]
pue Sumnd payswuyy A3y) judw
-o8pn[ 19378q S.uos[AN jsuredy
*diys s1y ur aouspyuod dja[durod
pey uuewaunyds jnq ‘jesrydeys
sem ‘uped s uuewLunyds
I*uospN wreyde) “£10js oy pioy
I syjueld Surjjor pue sweaq Sur
-jrary -afe .oy Suimoys sem
suowwig 9snoy oY) gIel Ag
ue)s  snouiwQ
‘PIN0D BYS JIIARIAYM
s9031ed dn Suixord ‘diys dureny
® owedaq 9YS SIdL Idje] uf
‘Ansnpur Jequn] wiSaA 3yj J0j
sjonpoxd eseq paLLIED pey dys
AjreurSlIp "soyer]. jearn ayj uo
sI1edk (p Juads pey suowuwng

|

|
|

plo ue sen ays . diy§ ooy,
sewjsly),, S,088IMUD  dwWrdaq
19ssaa A¥on(d s1y} pur suouruig
Asnoy 9y} Ul JSAIdNUI  paseyd
-and  uuewRUNYDS  0i61 U
*199YD SEunsSLy) Iy} Y pinom
sty; 103 ‘drys ay3 peoqun Surdjpy
ulea pod 4ayj) Aduowr I
ay} 0 pIEMIO] Pa3OO| SwWN[S
AqIesu oy woyy udsut ud)og
-104 C‘[eAlIe sy Sunreme A
-198ea sueogedtyd yym ‘Aauanof
Ajead S|y penunjuod  uuew
-aunyog ‘passed sieak dyy sy
'sea1 JO
peoldiys & ypm aeak Ixdu Ay
pauIN}dI  UBWLIDH  ‘PAIUNEPU[)
‘A0 Apuim By} J0J SUIIIZIIAL
PaLILIBD  OS[E  UDIYA\ I3UO00YDS
I2Yj0ouUE SUPUBWWOD d[IYM
oye] 8y} uo 3so] sem jsngny
usym 68T Ul AIwej uuew
unyos oY) yonns Apafery,
'S[9j0Yy pueR SIYMYD
s,0feoy) 0] suaaifraas
queid jewads perued diys o)
Jeak yoey ‘9913 Aeprjoy 1oy}
103 fearte s diys ayj uo puad
-9p 0 ueSeq Auely ‘WY Woy
Anq 0} SWED SIAWOISND pajsiies
aizow Jedk yoea pue ofeary) 0)
$893 000°0¢ 03 dn jo jsaroj Sur
-jeopy SIy jygnolq uuBWOUNYOS
1B} JNOYJIIAM  UUBWAUNYIS
10j uoseas Surddiys ayj jo puo
sy} poyew jeyy diny v ‘ued
-3q syoop s,05edY) 0] SPoOM
-qpou sueSworly  woay afew
-umagnd Aaesk syl os puy
ofewmnidyg Apreax
‘sreak
IXau aYy] uinjar o} pastword
SUNRWAUNYIS 3Y) ‘IN0 P[OS 1M

2UIed Jse0d Pof pue IPIS II0U
Ieau S,08BOWYD WO UP[IYD
pep  Apood “Ayomb  peaads
diys [ensnun €1y} jo Smau ‘00'1$
153q 8Y) pue U g4 A[U0 3.1
padeys-[am giIpM " ISamOT D)
a1y seoud A -diys 9saay, sew
-JSLYD YL, ‘udis e dn Juijoe)
sem uuewIBUNYOS UBWLIDYH
poweu uew Sunok jes Aaeay
‘Appna ' Suo| a10jeg 'Syd0p
1994)S  MaB[D 9y} 1Je pagoowu
pue .aeAry ofedoiy) 9y o
Uw::_u Jauooyds Su 1BS  UMOU’
-un ue ME—:N? oYM udy

*SUOIJRI0D3P JIUSIYRW pu
SoYOUZa, JO SNQ UNM Judjuon
9q 0} pey jou p[nod oyM 3soy)
‘wayj paojje pInod oym asouj)
0} Apjomb  plos  sudaifiaalg
‘SpoomylIou  jeats Y] wody
uoSem Aq puepwao pajrey pue
[rer £q ur jySnoiq dIdM S92}
Z2p 9soy} Ul °s?dI) [BUOIIP
-e1) J19y) o yord o) pue sduo
paao] 1oy sy18 Butsooyd ysiut
c, Arre8 paysnr 2jdoog -uos
-eas sewnsiyy oy oy Suned
-a1d semyrd dayjo Kuew By

oSeowy) ‘2891 I9QUUAN( U]
RULN
9911, Seunsuy) snowrej  dy)

sem oaprRInx je opdoad jsam
-prw jo syreay ay) 0y Aof eaow
ySnoaq yowy v diys oy sdey
-134 ‘sajelS pajun dyy jo £1o0j
Sy 3304s dy3 ur SIYET 1.3D
oy} Jo s1ajem Auriols ay) pa
saey sdiys afurns  Aurp

NE] uQ 107 [Hs
- diyg oaay, seunstiy

YDA ‘enianbuely ‘leudnof Buluiy @yl ‘0L61 ‘bZ 18quiedeg ‘Aepsinyl—g|





image40.jpeg
docks.” Before fong a _.EEF_E wees:
heary sl young man named| AS the years passed, Schune-
Herman Schunermann was|mann continued his yearly

Jjourney, with Chicagoans eager-
awaiting his arrival. For-
gotlen men from the nearby
slums looked forward to the
little money they could earn
helping unload the ship, for *his
would be their Christmas cheer.
In 1910 Schunemann pur-
chased interest in the Rouse
Simmons and this plucky vessel

tacking up a sign: “The Christ-
mas ‘I'ree Ship. My Prices Are
the Lowest”. With well-shaped
trees only 75 cents and the best
$1.00, news of this unusual ship
spread quickly. Poorly clad
children from Chicago’s near
north side and gold coast came
to watch. Soon those who could

not afford a tree found them-
sclves carrying one lome, a|became Chicago’s “Christmas
gift of Schunemann and his|Tree Ship.” She was an old
Urother, August. When they|ship. Built in 1869, the Rouse
V74 _m ’ vy A\
M O LAl 12 % ans] Tere

o A
oA . V""First National . Bank of Milwau-
Almost every year at @E tiny geq. A..rm\m_:_ the: ‘pair. ‘mads
newspapers -and columnists,” in- clearly. shows. the. name ‘of ‘the’*
cluding this one, revive and re Simmmoris. -They -even took with!.
tell the story of the “Christmas them the ‘trunk of one of the
Tree Ship”, the schooner Rouse Christmas trees found 'in" tlie %
. Simmons, which foundered anc hold as, evidence: of their’ dis~
sank in a Lake Michigan'storm COVerys - ' £
on Nov, 23, 1912 en' route from 78 ;
‘Thompson, near Manistique car.’ el 3 25— §
rying a load of Christmas trees "The. I127-fopt-*Rouse Simmons--
‘dor the Chicago market, Thewas built in “Mjlwaukee;-about.
story has inspired poems, songs 1867, and after sailing the lakes
and even paintings and sketch-for years was finally acquired
es, and we've told about themiin 1910 by Capt. Herman Schuen-
all. J \ nemann, who for-years had-been
_aL, 25— ~~in the business of transporting;
r d Christmas trees ‘to ‘the .Chicago
Now comes word that the sunk: market. On -her final trip the
en hull -of the ill-fated xa__ummﬁ_ioum left Thompson in the
\Simmons was found only a few teeth of a gale, carrying a crew
weeks ago in 180 feet of water off 014 and -a few" “lumberjacks”
Rawley Point (Twin Eﬁag&ﬁ were-heading south to spend
Point) in the Two Rivers, Wis, Chiristmas in Chicago. Heavily
area. The hull was found andladen, carrying full canvas and
underwater film taken of her by battling ‘a gale “the Simmons
G. Kent Bellrichard, who also'Was last seen by another schoon-
found another wreck, that of the ef headed for the safety of Man-
Str. Vernon, which sank in the istique harbor.
same area on Oct. 28, 1877, A s .
story of the discovery comes &y \Im.r_ mml. " P
from a recent story in the Two ~ After the Simmons disappear-
Rivers Reporter sent by Herbed there had been reports she"
Koepke of Manitowoe, a marine had’ fouridered off Luglington.’
historian well known in the Sault But _this: story. was' dispounted
area, wn 1931 when fishermen reported
aving troubles :finding their
—SL, 25— wE. nets fouled and torn by
In his exploration, Bellrichard Christmas. trees..found on':the

'as accompanied by John R.lake bottom near Two Rivers.
. ~r 4. This helned nromata ctariae +hat

s
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Lung  DEIUNE  We pespie
Chicago missed the Rouse Sim.
mons, reports of her distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed fearlessly south,
her decks piled high with trees.
She was spotted again at Stur-
geon Bay with distress signal
up, but the raging waters pre-
vented rescuers from reaching
her. Again she disappeared in-
to the storm. At Kewaunee an-
other lookout sighted her. At
great risk to themselves, a life-
boat crew searched in vain for
five hours in twilight mists and
murky waters. Later a steam-
er reported seeirg the Rouse
Simmons aboit three miles off
shore, sbut the captain admitted
he might have been wrony.
Coated with ice, her sails tat-
tered, the Rouse Simmons dis-
appeared into the night.
Schunemann’s wife was wait-
ing in Chicago, confident that
her husband would guide the
ship to safety. As the days went

by she still held out hope that

the ship had somehow reached
shore.
Bottled Message

On December 5th fishermen
off Two Rivers pulled up spruce
tree tops, tied together as on

found a large purse in
"belonging to Capt. Schuenemann.
It containéd records of pitrchases
*of trees. and of wages paid to
- crewmien,  but contained no mo-
ney. The writing on thepaper
was legible and the paper well
preserved, The purse was turned
over o ‘members of the Scheune-

the Rouse Simmons. On Decerm-
ber .15th a corked bottle was
found: on the beach at Shehoy-
gan. .\ message was written on

area rather than off Ludington.
.E_,mw. same year 'a tug captain

the lake

\Hraqo.m.nu.nwﬁm,s be no current

‘effort to’-salvage: the Christmas

Tree  ship, but. most certainly

such an-effort mdy ‘be made, es-
pecially”if-the hull is found to

be  §ouhd™> and ffitact, because
this ‘ship indeed has become one
of the famous legénds of the

|
|
|
|

i

shouid coutinue, she returned to
Chicago the next year with an-
other load of trees. Her cus-:
tomers hopetully asked her if
there was any definite word of
ber husband, but she replied;
thal theve was none. IFor 22,

she made the journey, .
ng by ship and later
by vrail. Her death in 193
brought an end to this epoch
and also an end to the era of|
the sailing vessel on Lake
Michigan. Barbara's __cwa&o:m,
bears the name of her husband |
and between them is the figure |
of an evergreen tree. [Forty
vears had passed since

!

is is the tale of the Chrisi-

mas Tree Ship

That sailed over the sullen’
lake

Herman. as an 18 year old boy, !

had stecred h rst cargo intof  Aud of the sixteen souls that |

Chicago. The ship hud become:  made the trip >t

an_instilution. . And of death in the foam-
There is a curious thing about ing wake. |

the legend of the Christmas' Most historians write it off

Tree Ship. Today it is possible
to find two sets of records, each
with its own claim to authen-|
ticily. One says there were Hi
men aboard, including the cap-
tains; the other says there were |
only 10 men aboard, including:
the captains. One says Captain!
Nelson's wife also sailed, the

as a tragedy at sea. Old timers
point out that neither bodies nor
wreckage were ever found, They

Say — and the love of the lak..

bear it out — that the captain.

other says he was a widower.; 21 Dis ship still sail Lake'

Strangely, except for the names Michigan on stormy nights in

of Caplain Schunemann and ' -

Nelson, there are no other simi-

far names on the crew list
This is not the end of the

Decondher. Tlow clse, they ask,
could the  tossi waves  be
ained that deep pine tree green
in winter?

o

Although the familiar|
ight of the ship with its docks
piled high with trees was n
more, the ship’s (une increased
1t is still remembered today |

when the first winter winds blow | -
and the f pounds. Vincent !

Starretl, author of fiction and;

other works, wrote a stirring
ballad to the Christmas Tree
Ship which appeared daily in'
the Chicago Daily News. It be-
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-firistmas-Tree Laden Sh

Vanished Into Lake in 1912

By HELEN BURROWES
Forty-three years ago a
chooner laden with Christmas
rees vanished from Lake Mich-
igan somewhere between Ke-
waunee and Two Rivers,

The Rouse Simmons, cap-
tained by Herman Schuenemann
of Chicago, was last seen five
 miles off Kewaunee, laboring in
| heavy seas, with distress signals

ying. :

| ‘She was never seen’ again
|though  Christmas trees and
wreckage belleved to be from
the schooner were later washed
ashore, There was never any
trace of the 18 men and one
woman aboard when the Sim-
mons set out from Thompson,
Mich,, six miles southwest of
Manistique, on Nov. 15, 1912, 1n
| spite of warnings that a storm
| was imminent.

| LONE WOMAN ABOARD
|

The woman was Mrs, Oscar
| Nelson, wife of Capt. Schuene-
mann’s partner in the Christmas

| tree venture,
| The Simmons was no chickert
@t the time of her last voyage.
She had been bullt in Milwau-
kee in 1868, and the captain of a
younger, stronger schooner who
| watched her departure from the
Thompson harbor in the teeth
iof a rising wind had misgiy-
iIngs which he described later:
| “She was old, and the deck-
house .full of Christmas trees
fore and aft made her unsea-
worthy. I said to the others,
‘Capt. Schuenemann must be in
ia terrible hurry to get those
{ Christmas trees to market. I
wouldn’t go out into this storm
or all the trees the Mauretania |,
k could carry,”

IDENTICAL FATE

Chicago was the Simmons’
destination. Capt. Schuenemann
must indeed have been in quite|
& Tush to get theré, for by an

BOH saleapa . R W *

Michigan for Chicago in Novem-
ber, 1898.

‘Though no one saw the Sim-
mons again after that glimpse
of her off Kewaunee, it wasn’t
Because nobody tried. As she
seemed to be headed for: Two
Rivers Point, a telephone call
{rom Kewaunee alerted the life
boat crew there, and the Two
Rivers power launch ploughed
through the waves for. hours
looking for her, until darkness

Photograph beli
fore her loss

and heavy snow forced it back
to shore.

For years afterwards, bits of
Christmas trees were raised in’
the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, a fish-
Ing tug brought up a find ‘which
seemed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This was
the leather, birch-bark-rein-
forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
mann, still containing papers on
which his name was legible.

ved to be that of the Rouse Simmons be-
h all aboard in 1912 shows the Christmas-

tree-laden schooner being fowed fnto port by a tug.

Milwaukes County Historical Soctety Phnte
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{ She had been bullt in Milwau-

mons again after that glimpse
of her off Kewaunee, it wasn’t
because nobody tried. As she
seemed to be headed for:Two
Rivers Point, a telephone call
from Kewaunee alerted the life
boat crew there, and the Two
Rivers power launch ploughed
through the waves for. hours
looking for her, until darkness

| kkee In 1868, and the captain of a
_§==m2. stronger schooner who
watched her departure from the
Thompson harbor in the teeth
1of a rising wind had misgiv-
ngs which he described late
| “She was old, and the deck-
. house .full of Christmas trees

fore and aft made her unsea-
vorthy. I said to the others,
apt. Schuenemann must be in
{2 terrible hurry to get those
Christmas trees to market. I
| wouldn't go out into this storm

could carry.”
IDENTICAL FATE

Chicago was the Simmons’
destination. Capt. Schuenemann
must indeed have been in quite
& Tush to get theré, for by an
dd coincidence he had before
1 the tragic lesson of the

his “oider brother, August.
Bust and all hands were lost
on the schooner Thal, when they
& storm while taking a load

tor all the trees the Mauretania |;

‘ate sulfered some years before|:

£ Christmas trees down Lake

Photograph b

fore her loss with all aboard

Christmas trees were raised in
the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, a fish-
ing tug brought up a find which
seemed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This was
the leather, birch-bark-rein-
forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
mann, still containing papers on
which his name was legible.

ieved 1o be that of the Rouse Simmons be-

in 1912 shows the Christmas.

—— Tl

laden schaoner being towed fnto port by a tug.

aukes County Historical Socisty Phote
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Diver finds ‘Christmas tree sthl
59-year riddle Is solved

By ROBERT W. WELLS
Milwaukee Journal

When the Rouse Simmons went down with all hands during
a storm in 1912, hundreds of Chicagoans who had planned to
buy their Christmas trees from its captain had to make other

lans,

,P Recently, after 59 years at
the bottom of Lake Mich-
igan, two of the trees
arrived in Milwaukee, proof
that the wreckage of the
“Christmas Tree Ship"” has
at last been found.

The finder is a Milwaukee
diver, G. Kent Bellrichard.
Diving alone off Two Rivers
several weeks ago, he swam
down to the wreck of the

— three-masted schoorer, the
first man to see it since it
disappeared while a rescue
crew was trying to reach it
and rescue the 16 to 19 per-
sons aboard.

Since then, Bellrichard
and John R. Steele, board
chairman of the First
National Bank of Waukegan,
another divinghobbyist,
havye filmed the wreck.

Its name is clearly visible in the movie they made nearly
180 feet below the lake's surface, proving that a report of sev-
eral years back that the Christmas Tree Ship had washed
ashore at Ludington was in error.

Of the hundreds of vessels that have perished in Lake Mich-
igan, the Rouse Simmons is one of the best known for several
Teasons.

The Milwaukee-built schooner was one of the last of the car-
go-carrying sailing ships that had once béen the Great Lakes"
principal means of transport.

A painting of the Rouse Simmons by a Milwaukee artist,
Bob Heuel, is used on checks of the Marine National Ex-
change Bank, spreading its fame.

Besides, the story of its disappearance with a Christmas
tree cargo has been a favorite of newspaper feature writers in
Wisconsin and Illinois for years, revived periodically for the
holiday season.

Beginning in 1887, when Capt. August Schuenemann first
tied up his sailing ship with its cargo of Upper Peninsula
greenery at the Clark Street bridge, it became a pleasant
annual custom for Chicagoans to buy their Yule evergreen
at dockside,

AUGUST WAS SOON JOINED by his brother, Herman, and
when August went down with his ship lodded with trees in
1898, Herman carried on the family business. By 1912, when
the Rouse Simmons disappeared, the habit of buying Christ-
mas trees from the Schuenemanns was 25 years old.

By 1012, the day of the commercial sailing trip was about
over and the Rouse Simmons was the last or one of the last to
carry trees from the north woods to Lake Michigan ports.

Herman Schuenemann had bought this schooner in 1910. It
had been built three years after the Civil War by Allan, Mc-
Clellan & Co., a Milwaukee shipyard, and named for a Ken-
osha, Wise,, merchant.

G, KENT BELLRICHARD

_She carried three masts, fore and aft rigged.

By the time Schuenemann set” sail on Nov. 22; 1912, from

e
Thompsan, a few miles. west of Manistique mr.h,rm.—l-\
——ehooner vas avel

chooner was a.veteran of 44 years spent mostly
frade.

The hold was crammed full of Christmas trees and others
were lashed to the deck. The trees had been growing in cut-
over acreage left behind by the lumberjacks who had nearly
denuded northern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of the
wvirgin pines,

board the Rouse Simmons was a crew of seven, along with+
perhaps a dozen lumberjacks who were hitching a ride south
1o spend Christmas in Chicago. Hoping to deliver his trees by
“Thanksgiving, the 41 year old skipper ignored threats of heavy
weather and set out on what was usually a five-day trip.

As the schooner headed south, she was sighted by a steam
tug that was hauling another sailing ship into Manistique to
escape the storm. Dennis Gallagher, skipper of the tug, called
his crew to witness her passing.

“THAT CRAZY DUTCHMAN'S going out in this,” he yelled
above the wind. “‘And him with every inch of canvas up!”"
Shoved along by what was rapidly becoming a gale, the
Simmons made 100 miles by dawn of the 23rd. No one can
know exactly what happened aboard the old schooner, but the
skipper was a skilled sailor and by now it must have been ob-
Vious to him that he'd made a mistake in setting out.
| A blinding snowstorm began. Even more seriously, the
ater washing over the evergreens lashed to the deck was
reezing into ice.
The Rouse Simmons was sighted off Kewaunee, Wis., dis-
_:nilssdsxgnuls nyigg, The U;l?. Li’l{e'saving service station there
alled coastguardsmen at Two Rivers, where a 34-foot power
Ia%ch was available: h i
e rescue cresy set off in the blizzard, For five hours th
were buffeted without seeing the ship, But then the lno!uyv
slackened momentarily and there she was in the distance —
sails ripped to ribbons, hull and rigging covered with ice, rid-
ing low in the water with the waves breaking over her deck,
still heading toward Chicage with her Christmas. cargo.

n the lumber

Simmons_was, 127 feet long and 27% feet wide, |

pOWER LAUNCH iypp;

E =
thmﬁl”‘d R fall fury a
the geifinS 0% TIever to he
¢ Belifiehard foung par.

until Ken' © of :
ee. °f Twa Rivers, 5 retired fisherman, had heard

Albert “ e Chrg
tales of 1O g;!sq}“l":‘}':las trees from the wreck had clogged
fishene' 1 o g iad some notion abaut where the ghip
mighlbe{o. R Others whom Bellrichard consulted,
Mear 1lec.k A "hei“g'a_lxlfee diver got interested in exploring
anofher Tosxiar suc‘lpuy,}.he steamer Vernon, which went
dowy with 3‘;5 Wreck, sorcs i October, 1887, He made dives
{o explore s Some with other divers,
Late in o;k" v:’n:émrrnwed Steele’s boat to visit the Ver-
nog The bﬁt pay sy elsewhere so couldn't come along,
Steaje's D% Bdlﬁc?‘;p;'cd With more sophisticated sonar than
tHat -bo,n‘id“,l find J sbsmnller craft and when the Milwau-
E‘fnn Fﬂ\,‘i el hum}B W0y marking the Vernon's position,
helgecided 12 82 UNLing for the Christmas Tree Shipy - "

}ED to the rescue. But then
gain, the ship disappeared in
seen again — never, that is,

177/

lll-fated

schooner

Tha schooner Rouse Sim-
mons, a 127-foot three-
master, wos bullt In Mil-
waukee In 1868 and van-
ished with all hands while
carrylng a cargo of Christ-
mas trees in Lake Michigan
in 1912,

The Sunday News
Section G
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Fate Of The Rouse Simmons
Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913,
[s Sealed In Lake Michigan

The fate of many a ship has been
buried deep in a Great Lakes grave
since the day in September, 1679,
when LeGriffon, first commercial
sailing vessel on the lakes, dis-
appeared into unknown to become
to this region what the Flying
Dutchman is to the Atlantic.

Almost legendary in the upper
peninsula are the tales surrounding
the loss of the Rouse Simmons,
which left Thompson harbor near
Manistique 28 years ago and was
never heard from again.

It was noon of November 25,
1913, that the.180-foot, three mas-
ted schooner, Rouse Simmons,
bravely thrust her bow into the
raging gale outside of Thompson
harbor. It was one of the worst
days of the stormiest fall weather
ever experienced on Lake Michi-
gan—hardly a fit day for a tiny
500-ton schooner to attempt the
long trip from the \'iIlage of
Thompson to Chicago.

Sailed Against Wlshes

But Capt. Schuneman, who had
chartered the vessel from Capt.
Manus Bonner of St. James, was
anxious to reach the Chicago mar-
ket with his cargo of Christmas
trees before the buying rush had
abated. So, against the wishes of the
owner and master of the ship, Capt.
Larson, orders were given to set
sail and the long water trip began.

While tacking toward Wiggin’s
Reef, off Point ' Aux Barque, the
schooner was sighted by the crew
of the steamer tug, Burger, which
was coming from Seul Choix with
the schooner, Dutch Boy in tow.
The men on the tug, many of whom
still reside in Manistique, recall
with astonishment seeing a small
schooner, bearing full sail, leaving
the safety of Thompson harbor

when all other craft were doing
their utmost to reach any port of
shelter.

- Beating to the windward of a 60-
mile gale blowing west by south-
west, the ill-fated Rouse Simmons
traversed 100 miles of raging,
storm-tossed waters before dawn.
By morning, the wind had backed
into the eastward and the lake was
hidden by a blizzard of snow.

Sighted Last Time

During the lull of the snow
storm, the coast guard of Sturgeon
Bay sighted a three-masted schoon-
er off the canal flying distre;s sig-
nals. Seeing that it was impossible
to aid the ship from this point, the
guards called the station at Ke-
waunee, Wisconsin and urged them
to be on the lookout for the tiny
schooner. The men from the latter
station immediately put out in the
storm-swept lake in search of the
disabled vessel. :

For a long time they searched
futilely, then, during another lull in
the blizzard they sighted her. She
presented a sorry spectacle with
her canvass slashed to ribbons and
her rigging and hull covered with a
heavy coating of thick ice. Immedi-
ately the brawny, hardened life-
savers pulled towards her, but be—
fore they had covered half the dis-
tance, the snow set in again and
the storm-swept ship vanished
from their sight like 'a phantom
derelict. No living person ever saw
the Rouse Simmons again.

The following spring, fishermen
at Two . Rivers, Wisconsin, found
flagments of Christmas trees in
their nets, evidently part of the
Simmon’s cargo. Except for the
trees, no trace was ever found of
the ship which left Thompson for
Chicago almost 28 years ago.
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Sinking of Ill-Fated
hip Rouse Simmons

With the coming of Christmas
thoughts of the older resldents of
thig locallty turn to the unsolved
disuppearance of the Christmas
tree ship, the Rouse Simmons,
which went 1o Davey Jones' lock-
er with 5 crew of titteer

Mariners still  shake thelr
heads with amazement when they
recall the folly which prompted
Capt, Schunaman to BEL out 1n
such weather, The captaln of the
tug which was. towing the Jumner

I men. schooner, Dutch Boy, recalls the
: It was noon.of the 26th day of EMIWIE QH [[9M A([Rn8nun Iamvas
r\ommbnr_ 1013, that the 180-) that the tug Burger had towod
foot three-

masted schooner Rouyee
ravely thrust her bows
into the raging gale outside of
' Thompson harhor. It was one of
the worst days of the stormlest
fall weather aver experiencad on
Lake l\llrhlgnn—hnrdl)' a [It day
for o tiny 6500-ton Schooner to nt-
tempt the long trip (rom the viI-
1888 of Thompson to the thriving
metropolis, Chicagn.

But Capt, Schunaman, who had
chartered (he vegsel from Capt.
Manus Bonner of St James, was
anxious to reach the Chicago mar-
ket with hig CArgo of Christmas
trees hafore the buying rush had
abated. 8o, agalnst the wishes of
the owner and master of the ship,
Capt. Larson, orders were glven

to set sall and the long water trip
began,

Slmmons

Sighted By Mug

Whila tacking toward Wiggin's
Reef, off Point Aux Barque, the
Schooner wag sighted by the crew
Of the steam tug Burger which
¥as coming from Sey) Cholx with
the schooner Duteh Boy fn tow.
The men on the tug, most of
Whom still reside in Manistique,
recall with what astonishment the
percelved a small schooner, bear-
Ing full sail, leaving the safety of
Thompson harbor when all other
Cralt were dolng their utmost ta
reach any port of shelter. Fol-
owing the traditiona) custom o
onntless generations of sea-far-
Ng ancestors, they blew a salnte
L0 the fearless crew of the passing
Ship and then cursed the hearl-
less masters who force their men
out into such weather,

Beating to the windward of a
60-mile an hour gale blowing
Wwest by southwest, the ill-fated
Rouse Simmong traversed a hun-
dred miles of raging storm-tossed
waters before dawn. By morning
the wind had backed into the
enstward and the lake was hidden
by a blizzard of snow,

During the lull In the BNOwW
storm, the coast guards of Stur-
Eeon Bay sighted a three-masted
schocner off the Canal tlying dis-
tress signals, Seeing that it was
Impossible to ald the ship from
this point, tha guards called the
station at Kewaunee, Wis., and
irged them to be on the look-ont
for the tiny schooner. The men
rom the latter station immediate-
y put out in the storm swept lake
n search of the disabled vessel.

Sorry Spectacle

For a long time they searched
n vain, then, during another Iull
n the blizzard they sighted her.
She presented a BOTry spectacle
vith her canvas slashed fo rib-
ons and her rigging and hull cov-
red with a heavy coating of thick
e, Immediately the braway
ardened life savers pulled to-
‘ards her, but before they had
overed half the distance the
oW set in again and the storm-
ossed shlp vanished from thelr
[ght like a phantom derelict.
his was the last any Uying mor-
1] saw of the schooner,

Next spring fishermen from
'Wo Rivers, Wis., found
1ents of Christmag trees in
ets, evidently part of the Sim-
100's cargo, Except for the trees
0 other trace was ever found of

their

he ship which had started from |y,

10 Christmas of many familjes in
hicago.

But the waters of Lake Michi:
an were cheated of one Vietim,
Id timers relate the story of one
oger Hogerson who left the 1=
ted ship at Thompson, Hoger-
1 13 supposed to have stated

lat he saw rats leayin the
hooner previous to it
"Am Chlc i V.

the Dutch Boy to the sawmlil] at
Seul Cholx, wWhere the Inland
Lime and Stone site |5 now locat-
ed, to load lumber.

When abreast of the mil the
boats hove to, and the schooner
dropped both of her anchors. The
wind was blowing so flercely that
the ship dragged her anchors and
Wag headlng for the breakers cn
the shore,” The skipper -of the
Dutch Boy pleaded with the mas-
ter of the Burger to try to tow
him back Info the safety of Man- |
Istlque. Undaunted by the raging
Fale and the high seas, tha steam
tug took the scheoner in tow
agaln and headed Into the wind,
The trip normally takes about five
hours, but on this occaslon the
tug spent the entire day from be-
fore dawn untfl late at night on
the lake,

For two weeks the Dutch Boy
lay In port awaiting a day so that
she could get back to Seni Cholx,
Becoming tired of the long wait
dfor the elaments to abate, the cap-

taln loaded his schooner here and

set out for Chicago. After three
weeks of dodging In and out of
ports along the shore. the ship
reached Milwankee where she latd
up for the winter. The owners
were ro pleased with the abilfty
of the captain In  bringing her.
safely Into port thot they present-
ed him with a handsome gold
Wwatch, whieh was quite a tribute,
in those days. No small wonder
that the Schooner Rouse Simmons
failed to weather these elements.

Ship Runs Aground

Old timers also remember that
in the fall of 1903 Capt. Schuna-
man was coming up to Thompson
in a schooner of his own. It was
a bad day, although comparative-
ly much less severe than the last
time he set out. His vessel was
grounded off Point Aux Barque.
The crew, however, escaped to the
mainland, hut the ship was
pounded to pieces by the heavy
seas.

Capt. Schunaman was a famil-
lar figure around Manistique for
many years. None of the old tim-
€rs can recall his first name, for
he was always known simply as
‘Capt. Schunamhan.” Every ral|
he would coms north to Thomp-
son and buy trees for the Christ-
mas market In Chicago.  Many|
people living in this vicinity still
remember the man, and 8ven jow
they annually see his widow, the
well-known Christmas Tren Lady.

The widow of Capt. Schunamnn
began where her dead husband
left off. Hyery year she journey-
ed north to Manistique and
Thompson to supervise the ecut-
tng and loading of innuemarble
Christmas trees. Now, however,
they ship the trees by rall instead
of by water,

Mrs, Schunaman hag acquired
almost legendary renown fin this
part of the country, Everywhere
she is spoken of only as “The
Christmas Tree Lady.” No other
name 1s needed for this marvelous
woman who has so courageously
continued the work of her hus-
band.  And, whenever the name
of the Christmas Tree Lady is
mentioned, the story of the Rouse
Simmons anq her mad voyage in-
arlably arlses, For Yyears men
.on what has ba-
ip and her crew,

the sh
ing they
tion than

i
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Yule Tree Ship
That Sank in T9T2
Still a Legend |

- Of all the “ships. that - have|'

sailed the stormy waters. of
Lake Michigan, ‘perhaps the
strangest was the famous
Christmas tree ship which went
down with all hands in Decem-
ber, 1912, creating a legend
that persists today.

In December, 1887, Chicago
was like many other cities pre-
paring for the Christmas sea-
son. People  rushed gaily to fin-
ish choosing gifts for loved
ones and to pick out their tra-
ditional trees. In those days
trees were . brought in by rail
and hauled overland by wagon
from the great north woods.
Evergreens .sold quickly to
those who . could afford them;
those who could not had to be

' content with bits of branches
and makeshift decorations.

Then without warning an un-
known' sailing schooner pulled
into- the Chicago river-and
moored at:the Clark st. docks.
Before long a ruddy, heavyset
man named- Herman Schune-
mann was. tacking up a sign:
“The Christmas Tree Ship. My
Prices Are the Lowest,” .

With. well- shaped ‘trees ‘cost-
ing only:75c and the best $1,
news of “this unusual ship
spread ™ quickly. Poorly- clad
children: from~ Chicago’s- near
north -side-and : wealthy " ones
came to watch. ="« i

Soon those'who could not af-|
ford atree found themselves
carrying one. home, -a gift - of
Schunemann " and his brother,
August. When' they were sold
out, the Schunemanns promised
to return the next year.

Trees for Every Year

And so the yearly pilgrimage
from Michigan’s north woods
to Chicago’s docks began, a
trip that marked the end of the
shipping for Schunemann.
Without fail Schunemann
brought his floating forest of
up to 50,000 trees to Chicago
and each. year more satisfied
customers- came to huv fram

Tragedy struck. the Schune-i
mann family in 1898 when Au-j
8ust was lost on the lake while,
commanding another schooner,
which' also was bringing - ever-|
greens to the Windy City.|
However, Herman returned thet
next. year. with a hipload of!
trees. :

As the years passed Schuhe-

mann continued - his annual
journey. In 1910 he purchased
interest in the Rouse Simmons
and this -vessel became Chica-’
80’s Christmas tree ship. It was|
an old-vessel, built in 1869, The!"

Rouse Simmons had spent’ 40
years on the Great Lakes. Orig-
inally it had carried base prod-
ucts for the virgin lumber in-|

" Long" before.: the people; of]

dustry.” In later years. cargo| '
was picked up whenever possi
ble.

By 1912 the Rouse’ Simmons} !
was showing its age. Althecugh)
his.partner. ‘was skeptical
Schunemann had complete con
fidence in his ship. Thus the;l
finished cutting and loading
trees and set’ sail southward,
An ominous storm was -brew.
ing. It struck the Rouse Sim-)
mons. However, no one knows)
éxactly what happened abeard|
ship. R i
i Distress Reported |

Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
mons, reports of -her distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed south, her decksj
piled high with trees. She was|
spotted again at Sturgeon Bay|
with distress signal up, but the|
raging waters prevented rescu-,‘
ers from reaching her, !

Again she ‘disappeared intoi;
the storm. At Kewaunee anoth-||
er lookout sighted her. A Iife-f,
boat crew searched in vain for U
five hours in twilight mists and |
murky waters. Later a steamer
reported seeing the Rouse Sim- ’

mons about three miles off ||
shore, but the captain admitted f
n

ho micht hawva haan crman -~
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_/ROUSE SIMMONS OVERDUE|®

November
schooner . Rouse - ‘Simmons,
‘Scheuneman, with:Christmas: trens
‘from Thompson, :Mich., js reported
here as two days overdue,

The schooner oxrriésa 14 ‘hand@s and|
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Dclro“, \Member 28—Up: Peck, 10:10]
Wednesday “night; Cuddy, 11:42; Jenka,

12:38 Thursday - “morning; Rldd]? 1:30; Noi
way, 23" new sWolf, 2:3%; 8.7Parks, 2:50;
Ashley, 1:10;" Townsend, 7:06; ball “Broth-
ers, 7:30; Squire, 9:20; ueﬂemnzer 11:10;
Stuckhouse, Easion, 1 p. m.. Lyman C.
Smith,  2; Ontario, 2:20; Regiba, Jay
Gould, - 2:39; Huron Ci 2:50; Hazarl,
Knapp, 3 Dunham, 3:25; Midiand Queen,
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"Schunemann’s wife was

Many began tg depend ONjwaiti i i iden ‘r
the ship’s arriva] for their holi- th
day trees. Each Year the ship
carried specjal giant evergreens
for Chicago's Churches and hg.
tels. \

the ship to safety. As the days'|
went by she sti]] held out hope!

the ship somehow had. reached |,
' |shore.

jthe Rouse Simmons. Op Dec.! i
I15, a corked bottle wasg found I
ion the beach at Sheboygan.»A;‘ .’
message was written on a page|
£0m the ship’s Jog: ; i e
“““Friday; Everyorie good-by. 1|
Uess we are.aj] thmugh.‘,Sea/
ashed over oyr deckload
hursday.“During the night the

Tharsday, God help us, Herman
Schunemann » :
Other Evidence Found -

Within the next 16 years

[more evidence of the. Sinking

:

z

I
lg

latched to one line, Goodbye.”
) Herman’s widow, Barbara,

solved that her husband’s work/ :
should go on, she returneq to!
gC-hicago the next year with an~,fv
jother load of trees. Her cus—fjgg
,!tomers hopefully asked if there

/how the crew hagq survived. Re-|

an end to this ep.| 2y
| SO an end to the era
- yjof 1 iling vessel on Lake nuiu

€ars ‘the name of her;

: !
Schunemann’s head-q A
and’ between them js' ;

r ,fforty~seven years . had passed s
ojSInce the time that Herman, an
[S118 year o1q boy, had steereq his:

~ €/first Cargo. into Chicago. The;
Sl ebed | gieq ‘e Christmas ‘tree ship. had. be~fw
e ‘Icome an institution, ¢ 1
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An artists conception of the scene aboard the Rouse Simmons during the galo that dostroyed Chicago's Christmas ship. Painted exprossly for The Tribune by the Chicago artist, James M. Sessions.

HEREVER tales of

dying ships and dying

men are told, in prose
or rhyme, you may find the
haunting story of the Christ-
mas ship’s last voyage, a wi
ter tragedy of Lake Michigan, vivid in the memory of all who are not too
young.

Fathoms Deep but Not Forgotten” is the chapter heading in Walter
Havighurst's book, “The Long Ships Passing,” where he briefly tells the
somber history. In the American Ldkes Series of books, edited by Milo M.
Quaife, the volume on Lake Michigan includes the Christmas ship in a chapter
called * Perils of the Deep.” Harry Hansen, when he was supposed to be
writing only about the Chicago river, wandered far alake to seek the sturdy
schooner that did not corme home
t the other cay in the quiet archives of the Chicago Historical
E (with the help of Miss Adele Rathbun, a librarian who remembers)
1 found a moving ballad of many quatrains, of which I quote the first:

This is the taie of the Christmas ship

That sailed o'er the sullen lake,
1d of sizteen souls that made the trip,
4nd of death in the foaming wake.
It was written  third of a century ago, and the poet's signa-

harles V. E. Starrett. He has written betler verse
since then, and shortened the name to Vincent Starrett, familiar
to readers of man§ boois and found each Sunday over his
column in tre Chicago Tribune Book Section.

is its contrast
nely death. Another temptation is the mystery, for the
hours of the Christmas ship were known only to those
ved them and died them.

“1f Lake Michigan were to be drained dry,” says Quaife,
“the hulks of scores of ships now entombed on the bottom
would once more appear ew. With them would be found
the skeletons of the hundreds of men and women who perished
-and a wide variety of cargo.”

But the cargo of the Christmas ship would not be found, for it was

as trees, which floated when the vessel sank.

Chri;

Herman Schuenemann was skipper of the Christmas ship, the three-
masted sehooner Rouse Simmons, which sailed out of Manistique, at the north
end of the lake, on Nov. 21, 1912
She must have looked something like a floating forest, a green grove
rocking in the waves, her deck piled high with fresh-felled spruce. The wind
bushed hard into her weather-grayed sails, and her three tall masts creaked
With the strain of it. A storm was coming up, and wet snow clung to the
evergree

Schuenemann, it may be believed, was not much worried by the threat of
storm. He was a veteran of storms, and so was his schooner, built in 1868,
Soldiers die only in the last of their battles; ships and sallormen are drowned
only in the last of tempests d men grow old, and men
n growing old grow vulnerable.

Capt. Horman
Schuenemann

‘Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912

By DELOS AVERY

At first there were two Schuenemann brothers, Herman and August,
partners in the annual enterprise of bringing Christmas trees to Chicago.
They brought their first load in 1887, moored their schooner (it was then the
two-masted Thal) at the Clark street bridge, and waited for customers. They
had all sizes of trees—big ones ordered by churches and hotels, little ones
for homes.

Once a year thereafter the Schuenemanns and their men went to the
northern woods and cut their trees in November. There was always danger
when they started south with their load, for the season of storms was at
hand; a deck cargo tends to topheaviness, which is increased if tons of snow
settle among the branches; and there is the risk that
sudden shifts of wind, caught in a trap of trees, may
turn a schooner over.

Hazards like these led to the first of the Schuene-
mann tragedies in 1898. Herman stayed home tha
year, for reasons which I have not learned. But
August, with a crew of four, sailed the Thal out of
Manistique. In a storm the Thal and all on board
were lost; and customers who went day after day i
December to the Clark street bridge found no trees
waiting.

Then Herman resolved to carry on alone. The
demand was great.and he must have a bigger ship
and a greater crew. That was when he got the Rous
mmons, which safely reached the buyers at the
bridge in time for Christmas, 1899, and for 12 years  Mn
ihereaf

—

last voyage was begun, Havighurst says,

“just 13 days after the big storm.” That was a storm which had taken a
considerable toll of boats frailer than the Rouse Simmons. It lost the name’
of “big storm,” however, in the bigger storm that followed. Storm or no
storm, Herman. Schuenemann decided, the ship must sail, since there is no
market for Christmas trees after Christmas day.

Normally in fair winds the time for the voyage would have been two
days, or perhaps three. But almost two weeks had passed, with no news of
ship or cargo, before the worrying began. Schuenemann's wife, Barbara, was
either the last to worry or else the last to confess it. All thru the last days
of November and the first few of December she and her little daughters,
Elsie, Pearl, and Hazel, concealed whatever fear they felt.

A little became known, a very little. Coast guards at Sturgeon Bay,
straining their eyes to penetrate the swirling snow, caught momentary
glimpses of a schooner which from its silhouette could be the Rouse Simmons,
but they had no boat that could put out in such a sea. The steamer George
W. Orr reported seeing a schooner “like the R. S flying distress signals
three miles offshore at Kewaunee. Coast guards there launched a boat and

Barbara Schuene.
r. mana in 1928,

that “her sails wer
tatters, her deck s
her hull sheathed ir
while they watched
ished in the snoy
On the 13th of
Chicago newspapers printed a dispatch from Sheboygan, Wis.
watcher on the beach there had picked up a bottie containing
written on a page torn from the log of the Rouse Simmons anc
Herman Schuenemann. 1t said
Friday—Everybody good-by. I guess we are all thru, Sea w
our deck load Thursday. During the night the small boat was w
Leaking bad. Ingvald and Steve fell overboard Thursday. God I
‘There have always been doubts whether this story of the bott
was true. One good reason for doubling th v is in the story i
line that says “Ingvald and Stev rd. No such nan
appeared in the sailing list which was p by The Chicago T
list began with  Captain Nelson and wi
The other names were: Capt. Herman Schuene
inogue, Frank Sabata, George Watson, Ray Day
Grimin, George Quinn, Edward Murphy, John Morwat
Morris, Greely Peterson, Frank Fall, Edward Hogan,

Bauswein. It was learned that the in Nelsor
the list was a business partner of Schuenemann,
“and wife” is the only indication that a woma
board. Including her, the list adds up to 16, whici
Starrett's ballad.

etter evidgnee of the schooner’s fate than the b
sage was the washing ashore of Christmas trees

had been Sch
Two Rivers Point. Th
it contained clipps
of the Christmas

And three years afte
the same spot, a real bottled message
“Nelson,” saying.

“These lines were written at 10:30 p. m.
down about 20 miles southeast of Two Rivers P
offshore. All hands lashed to one line. Good-by

Chicago missed its tmas trees in 191
Christmas ship appeared. and with it Herman Schuenemann's w
gallant Barbara, who had chartered a sc and hired a grou
who possessed the dual iling a

was washed up. It was a r

Schooner R.
t between

had gone with them into the north woods to supervise the felling.
Barbara Schuenemann carried on the business years after unt

One year, 1921, ¢

That

old and gray and her daughters were grown up.
had chartered was sunk before she could make use of it.
brought her trees by rail, and the price had to go up a bit
Barbara died in 1933, and her daughters for a litt
s, perhaps more for tradition’s sake than for profit. They.
ande

g hn China
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WIEDDING

RINGS RINGS}

Quality in Wedding Rings should
he considered even belore the
Price

By buying of us you get QUAL-
ITY, and a s small
at is charged lor infer-

ior

price

goods

Our RINGS are made by the larg-|
est Ring manulacturer in the
world.

“THERES THE REASON."

HALL & CO.

Next to P. O]

Jewelers

JOICE FRON DEAD

Note Written By Captain of
Schooner Rouse Simmons, Pick-
ed Up on Beach.

November 23, 1912,
These words were written at 10:30
p. m., Schooner Rouse Simmons
ready to so dewn about twenty miles
sontheast of Twin River Point, be-
tween fifteen and twenty miles off
whore.  All hands lashed to one line.
Good-bye,

Capt. Chas. Nelson.

The ubove message, written ona
a pisce of paper and contained in a
bottle, was found on the lake shore
near Whitefish Bay, seven miles
north of the Sturgeon bay and Lake
Michigan ship canal, by a sen of Frank
Lauscher, & Tisherman, today.

The boy was playing on the beach
near his father and uncle when he;
picked up the bottle. He was about
to throw it_back into the water when

the men noticed that it contained =n
piece of paper. The last message
from the victims of the fatal voyage
was written, plainly,on the torn slip.

The paper is in the haads of Mr.
Lauscher, Stargeon Ray, R F. D.
3, and e will Keep it until he hears
from relatives of the vietims of th
disaster, to whom it will be delivered
Lo determine its penuinen ss.

Me. Lauscher is csrtain that the
message was written by Capt Nelson.
and the position .f the boat concident
with the opinion of marine men the
probable situation injwhich theChrist-
mas vessel founderad.
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f _ Letters to the Editors —

A com.mentary on the Christ-
tnas Tree ship story in the
Pioneer-Tribune and an account
of earlier days in Manistique
has been offered by George. R.

atthews in a letter to tue edi-
tér . this. week. S

Writes Mr. Matthews. £

“Let. me suppkment» your
story - about the Scheuneman
Chr’istmas Tree  ship,” in_your
Dec. 15 issue. In the first place
it is not a legend, but an his-
tdrical  fact. (See? W'ébster’s
Dxctlonary)

“When I came to \Iamsthue
Sépt 15, 1918 to take the posi-
tion of cashier for the Soo Line
_ﬁ'ailroad Co;, in the old wooden
building -~ still = standing, Mus.
Schueneman " was’ shipping
Christmas trees by railway car-
16ad freight and I waited on her
2t the pashler s window writing
tip the bill ‘of lading and re-
ceipting for the prepaid freight
charges to Chicago. Mrs.
St¢heuneman continued for: sev-
eral years after to ship every
year-.via. railroad, and we be-

 came quite well-acquainted.

“Dan C. Perry: came here
from North Crandon, now
Argonne, Wis., in ‘August, 1918
t6 succeed B. A. Craver as
agent, and I came-a month
Iater from the agency at Cran-
don, Wis. to take the position
as cashier. There were 13 of us
working-in the depot then. Be-
sides ‘Dan: Perry “and ~myself
were three telegraph operators,

B)lly TRoberts, Ray Besner; and |baggage cars and two or three
Adolph Godin; Edwin- Gilmet, | passenger - coaches.
¢ar clerk; Roy Stewart, rate;frelght ran east and west each
succeeded by,vveek day hauhng only carload 3

clerk; (later:

Charles Hansen), Clarence La- | freight,
Fave, Edmund‘LaFave, Evelyn | erated ‘east and west out of;
Besner, Mable Swanson, Bernice | Gladstone hauling  package
Baker, ! goods, setting out one or more

Griffith, ' clerks; Fred
Wwarehouse foreman;
dérson, -warehouseman,
%as a switch crew, Harry Albin,
foreman,” and Roy LaBar, and

Tom An-|carloads. on the
There |

isleeping cars. That train did not

/2 .)..3;—

% |meeting ' all passenger. trains.
Earl Hupfer operated a horse-
drawn dray hauling-goods from
the depot warehouse or cars to
merchants and others in town.
“Among the many industries
operating in Manistique were

an eng;neer and fireman. A car
repair :crew, Charles Kendall,
 foreman, -and - four men, and
three section crews, one repair-
[ing tracks in town and one each,
east and west on the main line.
E : “Sebastan Aubinger was flag-
man at.the Hougiion Ave. cross-
ing. As cashier one of my duties

Consolidated Lumber Co. saw-
mill,.Charcoal Iron Co. smelting
iron ore into pig iron- blocks,
Berry Chemical Co., Northwest-
was taking care of the payroll.{ern Leather Co. tanning hides
One day Mr. Aubinger, receiving }into~ leather, White .Marble
his paycheck, stopped- on his}Lime Co. mining limestone from
way home . at the Hiawatha the quarry and making it into
Hotel Bar on ‘the corner from|lime for °plastering - houses,
the depot- and where several!Brown Lumber Co. making
men-were present at the time.|Wwooden furniture, Northwestern
Seb -never reached home that Cooperage making "kegs- and
night and was missing for sev- |barrels. Manistique Handle Co.
eral days until his body was|making wooden broom handles,
found in the harbor with one |and others.
leg cut off by a car ferry pro~ “It was said that the city
pellor, population in 1918 numbered 7,-
“Back in those days the Soo|500 people. This rapidly de-
Line ran Numbers 8 and 7, a|creased when many of the mills
passenger - train east in the
morning from Minneapolis to
Sault Ste, Marie, and return
west in the evening. That train
carried a U.S, mail and railway
postoffice car, a railway express
car, a baggage car, a “smoker”
where men passengers could

the war ended.

“None of this is legend, or a
fairy tale. Mrs. Scheuneman on

one of her final visits in Man-
istique presented Mrs. Dan
Perry and Mrs. Matthews ea«:h,‘s

smoke their pipes and cigars, |t T
two or three passenger coaches, || -—--—-—--_..q_:_,

a dining car, and two or three

stop. at all small stations ex-
cept on special orders. Numbers
86 and 87 were “local” passen-
ger trains east and west. from
‘Gladstone“to ‘the Soo and back,
also with -mail, express,. and

A “time”

A “wayfreight” op-|

“siding” track
for local unloading. Joe Bebeau,
who lived on River St., operated
a horse-drawn passenger bus

Bl raet Ll . i)

the Goodwillie Bros. box factory, :

and factories closed down after}"
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pt. Halpin wrote a let-
ial, requesting him to
a ride to Milwaukee.
nking the captain pro-
es later he returned.
1d refused to honor the
captain was miffed.
pany one beétter, #0 he
er bill and told him to

] exfcﬂ oR Cross ex-
ials. He has dragged

'reds of suspects.

ipere walked into the
1pt. Halpin was dining.
' clothes. His aunt had
e had effected & recon-
er and himself. Young
to show that, also a
t. Halpin cashed the

Was Forged.

he check came back
e pink of the detective
catch Spere, but he had
no trace of him.

the reputation of being
:alchers in America.

. J. S. Smith, & quiet,
st a recluse, pastor of
ats church, 110 South
4 a check for $100 for
est looking young man

| sald the policeman had saved him from being

’ The motorman was arrested.
‘The automobile had six occupants, none of
whom escaped without serious injury.

BANDIT KILLED BY POLICEMAN.

Unidentified Robber Shot on West Polk
Street by Patrolman
Wallinka.

An unidentified holdup man was shot by
Patrolman Wallinka of Lake street station
shortly before midnight and died a half hour
later at the county hospital. Wallinka heard
a cry for help and ran up as a man burst
out of an alley at 2830 West Polk street and
started to run. Wallinka fired and he
dropped. Richard Kissane, 2858 West Con-
gress street. staggered from the alley. He

held up.

WATCH FOR _LOST SCHOONER.;

Life S8avers Look Out_for Lumber Boat
and Crew Which Were Due
Here Yesterday.

The life saving crew was arked last even-
ing to keep watch for the lumber schooner

Evelyn Sinjons, suppowed to have arrived here
yestord‘y morning. No word has been re-
ceived from the lehomr since it left northern
Michigan with a ea The beat is com-
manded by Copt. H. N« and has a crew of

LI
CeleDIALS ieiwmt v

El Paso, Tex., Nov. 28.—Tt
ally unbbserved in Mexice
today 1n Jusres in receiv
rebel defeat at Guﬂq‘“u. an
two pleces of artiilery and 1
from the city of Chihual
twenty-five rebeis killed i1
tack was Maj. 0. Cano, a re
prominence. The federa
kilied, says today’'s report
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ROUSE SIMMONS OVERDUE"

tal

“July,

CAPTAIN ’S FAMILY ANXIOUS 1

CHICAGO, Dec. 2.—The schooner )
Rouse Simmons, - Captain . Herman |
Schueneman, ‘which - .was reported

overdue here last week, has not come

-into .this port and anxiety is felt by !

Captain ‘Schueneman’s family,
The Rouse Simmons left Thompson,
Mich., before Thanksgiving day and
was reported from Bailey’s Harbor,
Wis., Nov. 28, Captain Schueneman,
Capta.m Charlcs Nelson and 14 h'lnds
are on board. .

At Captain Schuenéman’s home heré
it was said tonight that if the vessecl
had put into ahy of the north shore
ports, word from her would:
been received. With a fair wind, -the
run from Bailey's Harbor here should
be made in 24 hours. There has heen
a heavy sea on the lake. About 12
years ago, Captain- Schueneman’s
brother, in command of a schooner,
was lost with’ all hands, ' on
Mlchlgan. :

here.

DETROIT PASSAGES. .

(News Tribune*Special.) .
DETROIT Mich., Dec.. 2.—Up: Du-
luth, 8:40 Sunday mght Saranac, 8:50;

Kensmgton 9; Oliver, 10:30; Adams
10:35; ‘Wiltkinson, - 10:40; A.  E mes,
12:10 Sunday  -morning; Granrmar,
12:35; Omega, 2:50; Goulde 7:10;
Langell, Aranac, W. K. Moor 8:30;
| Stanton, Ogdensburg, Chicago, 9;
French, 9:30,

Down Viking, -8 Sunday night;

Neptune, 7:40; Wisconsin, 7:50; Fisher,
9:15; Alpena, 10: 50;- H A. Bradley, 1: 10,l
England 1:30; Chill, 2:30; M. Elphicke,
2:35; Saunders, 4:20 G. L. Hutchinson,
4:40; Fitch, Maltland 5:30 ’
s S 7 S .
DULUUTH-SUPERIOR HARBOR.,
Arrivals,
Coal—Andrew (‘alnegle,
Bangor,

of
Agas-

Ontarlo, City
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‘CHRISTMAS SHIP"
LOSTONTHE LAKE
WITH170NBOARD

Annually Tied Up at Glark
Street Missmg. :

Wreckage. and Holiday reens R
ported Washed Asfare. Aro
the ﬂ/n'l'y Clews.

loadéa“to’ the

gone to the bottom' with al
men and one woman.. The v
that thousands of Chicagos
every. winter tied up at Clark
loaded with Christmas trees.and;
Griel trenzied relatives of those o
the vessel have been striving
since Thanksgiving: day tofi
missing ones. News 'came yes!
caused them almost to give up'h
reported that the hatches’of ais
.large quantity of Christmas gree
washed achore near Two Rivers,
Pentwater, - Mich. . Stli another’
reached Chicago that ths zchooser had
in at a little out of tne way port
five miles from the city. ‘This could
verified. 5 :
-At the same time it ‘was learned
Nov. ¥8 when a_vidlent-storm.
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| WITNESS WEDDING‘INSTEAD:
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ey "I gy man
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of Car-
|

The old !a:sh;'n:xeﬂ way of being married
# church and later selecting and furnish-
ing an apartment Is altogether too ordinary
for Mry. David N. Hanson Jr.

Wea T farmar] v Mica Sarah Wvalvn

ne..

{
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Sheets of Paper All Fl'anli 8.
Hajicek Needed to Run a
Private Concern.

stricken * Christma$ ship {
seen. No sign of a sall:was in sightiTh

tossing waters were as [nscrutably silent a;

fo the fate of the schooner as the dull'gray
clouds that lowered overhead. fe [
- The Rouse Simmons has now been miseing
for fitteen days.. It két sall from Thompson's
pler, Manistique, Mich., on Nov:21:' Under:
ordlrary-circumstances it Would have mi





