Christmas Tree Memories
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Among the Yuletide cargo aboard the United States Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw this holiday season are authentic woodland Christmas trees harvested from the area around Thompson, Michigan. Thompson is the very place in the Upper Peninsula where Captain Herman Schuenemann last loaded evergreens and boughs aboard his schooner, the Rouse Simmons, for his final run of the season nearly 100 years ago. This last trip of the year was a favorite of the Captain’s because of the joy it brought to the citizenry of Chicago.  Once again, such trees will grace the spirit of a Chicago Christmas.  Cut and delivered to the ship by descendants of Captain Schuenemann’s Thompson friends, these beautiful spruce trees have grown naturally in the wild.  They are reminiscent of the traditional Christmas trees of olden times. Just as the deck of the Rouse Simmons was laden with thousands of Christmas trees, the deck of the Mackinaw carries a few rare and authentic Christmas trees in honor and memory of “Captain Santa” and the “Christmas Tree Ship.”
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