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4k Pam was able 10 get the netting needed (o wrap the .
4 trees and Dan LaFoille came up with a uique way i
to bind the trees. With a half barrel anchored to an
old picnic table, the netting fit over the outside and
as the trees were sent through trunk first, the net-

‘ ting bound the tree neatly. It was a close call with a
couple of the larger trees but we managed to pull
them all through. A little twine at the top and the ‘
job was done
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4 On November 23rd, only two days before the rip (o &
4 Cheboysan 10 delve the tree, we finihed up the
Jast details, Each tree was being delivered with a
metal bell omament hat read, “A Thompson Tree—-t
2008" along with a laminated sponsorship card from
an area family. Pam & Laurie tied the bells and cards
410 each wee and then Don loaded them on the
4 wller. Nextsop.....USCGC Mackinaw!

P
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Pioneer Tribune

The voice of the Gentral U.P. since 1876
Manistique, Michigan

ctions, 12 pages

Thursday, December 4, 2008

History comes alive
Schoolcraft County Christmas trees
once again sailing south to Chicago

by Paul Olson

For the first time in 96 years,
a load of Christmas trees from
Schoaleraft County is on the
way fo families in Chicago.
The project, more than three
years in the making, is 3 col-
laboration_between the
“Thompson Historical Advisory
Committee and local residents
4 chiritable effort called Chi-
cago’s Christmas Ship and the
US. Coast Guard.

The trees - two_ dozen of
tem in all, from Cooks and
Thompson — were taken 1o
Cheboygan last week, where
they were loaded with about
1,200 other trees abbard. the
Coust Guard Cutter Mackinay
The vessel sailed this week for
Chicago, where its special ses
sonal cargo will eventually be
distributed fo families in nced

“The project recalls the story
of the Rouse Simmons, the
famed “Christmas Tree Ship™
that_sailed from Thompson
Harbor in 1912 with a load of
holiday trees for Chicago, only
10 go doven with all hands dur
ing a violent Luke Michigan
stom.

The resemblance is iniet-
tioal, of course — the latest
effor by the historical commi
tee to highlight the link be
tween the ill-faied schooner
and the Thompson area

Established in 2005 15 pre-
serve the history of the town-

Two dozen Schoolcraft County Christ

<hip, the committee’s first pro-
ject was securing a state his-
sbric marker for the local Lake
Michigan access site. The
marker, installed and dedicated
two years ago, detals town-
ship history on one side and
the Story of the Rouse Sif-
mans o the olhet

Commitiee projects for 2007
included the installation _of
additional histaric disphays at
the sie. The group then
wrapped up the year by host-
ing drama students from the
Guinn schools, who stiged @
presentation of “The Christmas
Schoaner,” a musical based on

12

ymas trees are loaded aboard the Coast Guard
Cutter Mackinaw at Cheboygan last week. On Monday, the trees left for a journey through
the Straits of Mackinac and down Lake Michigan o Chicago — the first trees from the
Thompson area to be transported 10 the Windy City in 96 years. (Submitted photo)

the Rouse Simmons tale.
While all of that work was

going on, members were also

pursuing another idea, hoping

Trees

Continued A6

Trees

Continued from Al

Loniime
| To reestablish the annual ship-
ment of frees to Chicago that
was begun by Simmons’ Cap-
tain Herman Schucnemann and
his brother, August—and con-
tinued by Herman's wife and
| daughters for a mumber of
years after his death
‘ Commitiee member Laurie
Jasmin began investigating the
possibility after leaming about
Chicago’s Christmas Ship, 2
nonprofit volunteer  project
| launched in 2000 by members
of the Ulinois maritime com-
munity. Each year that com-
mittee raises money (o buy.
trees from the northem Lower
Peninsula, which are brought
to Chicago aboard. the Macki-
naw and distributed to families
that could not otherwise afford
them.

As part of their work, the
group also honors the history
of the Schuenemann family

land the old-time Christmas

ree trade on Lake Michigan,
‘making it & natural ft for the
historical  committee’s oW
goals, Jasmin thought.

She spemt several years
sending c-mail messages (0
Cosst Guard . officials but
didn't_have much luck until
| Inst December, when she fi-
nally made contact with the
right person — the capain of
the Mackinaw. She also got in
touch with Capt. George Lis-
ner of Chicago's Christmas
Ship. Both received packets of
information abaut the Thomp-
son committee and what they
had in mind.

That planted the seed.”
Jasmin says. “They were both

really excited by the

The parties spent much of
the past year planning via e~
mail, while Historical Commit- |
tee members began searching
for trecs, pulting out inquiries |
and posting a notice on their |
Web site |

The scarch yielded an offer
of tree donations from Karen
Klaus of Cooks, an enthusias-
tic support of the committee
ever since the historic marker
deodication. |

Unfortunately, Jasmin s2ys,
many of the trees Kiaus had |
available were too large, but
the referred them to Phillp |
Hartman of Cooks, who do-
nated a number of trees, as did
George and Deanna Fish of |
‘Thompson.

The 24 trees were cut sev-
eral weeks ago by a group of
Volunteers.that included Jas-
min and her hushand, Dale.
Char and Dan Crosby, Pam
and Don Zom, Deanna Fish,
Dan LaFoille and Rick Ton-
cray.

The frees were bundled us-
ing  barrel that was creatively
tumed into an improvised nel-
ting device, stored for a short
{ime. then taken to Cheboygan
Nov. 23, where they were
hand-carried onto the deck of
{he waiting Coast Guard cuter.

‘At every step along the way,
e Schooleraft County wees
will be distinguished from the
1,200 or so others that are part
of thi¢ year's Christmas Ship
campaign

According {0 Jasmin, the
Chicaga comitiee is desig-
niting each of their rees os an.
“official” tree, and the Thomp-
<on-group will be given speial
recognition for their donation.

“The Historical Committee i
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also taking steps to make sure
their trees stand out. Each was  Chicago_school children on
decked out with a special bell board the Mackinaw. The
‘omament and a card recogniz-  group will provide information
ing a local family, business or  about the Rouse Simmons and

Vtaking part in presentations for

organization that agreed 10 presenta git bag to cach child,
sponsor that particular e, including an Upper Peninsula
Jasmin says they asked pine cone omament and a
sponsors for a $10 donation 10 Christmas Ship pencil.
cover the commiliee’s gas and  Saturday wall bring the offi-
mileage costs, bul some con- cial ceremonies for the 2008
ributed more. . Christmas Ship project. High-
The sponsors were:sclected _ fights will include a memorial
based on their ties (o the com-  wreath presentation and a
munity. " Const Guard fiyover, plus
“Most are connected 10 yarious speeches and tributes.
Thompson or the historical *Finally, the trees will be
committee,” Jasmin explains.  wnloaded from the cutter. Most
‘The cards that go with each il go to families through an
tree include a picuur, a brief  oryanized  distiburion | et
family or business history, and  york, but some will be pre-
contact information. sented to selecied “poster
“We're encouraging the families” during the cercmony.
people who receive the trees o At that point, Jasmin says,
get in touch with the sponsor, the U.P. trees will once again
so the sponsors can lel us bein the spotlight, as they are
know where cach tree ended  showcased during the presen-
up.? Jasmin says. “We don’t ation.
really know how many of the  The local group will head
people will do it, but we're back north on Sunday, but first
hoping o hear from as many they hope to visit the Great
as possible.” Lakes office of the National
Historical Commiltee mem- Archives, (0 view Christmas
bers felt like honored guests at Ship information housed in the
last week's tree delivery, as collection there.
they were reated to- tour of  Jasmin says they also want
the Mackiw and lunch o spend time with several
aboard the cutter with Cmdr. ~other people who will be in
ScotJ. Smith. Chicago for the festivities
But that was only the begin- long-time supporters ‘of the
ning. The group will also be  Thompson Comamittee and its
recognized at ceremonies in work, including author Ro-
Chicago this week. chelle Pennington and the Eh-
An eight-member contingent ling family — William Ehling,
Ieft Schoolcraft County today who is Herman Schuenc.
(Thursday), heading for the mann’s grandson, and Barbara
Windy City. The group was Ehliog, the captain’s great-
shated 10 include committee granddaughter.
‘members Jasmin, Wnuk, Zom  Once  back in the UP,
and Fish, along with Klaus, committee members will tum
(Gloria Haindl, Beth Malloch - their attention (0 next year.
and Shirley Leitgeb, Jasmin_ says they want (0
They are expected to amive make the tree distribution an
in Chicago tonight, after stops annual event.
a1 Algoma, Wis., the birthplace “This is a really. great pro-
of Herman Schuenemann, the ject, and we want (0 keep it
fishing museum at Two Riv- going,” she says. “IU’s a great
exs, Wis, where they will see way to_ highlight our history.
the recovered wheel of the and all of Schooleraft County.
Rouse Simmons, and Milwau-  We're excited about it”
Kee, (0 sce the schooner's an-  Looking farther ahead, Jas-
char. min says the committee is ol
On Fridsy moming, they ready making plans to mark &
will be on hand af Navy Pier historic anaiversary.
when the Mackinaw amives,  “This is the first time in 96
esconted by fire and police years that trees fiom our area
‘boats and welcomed by the are being distribuied in Chi-
Chicago Military Academy cago,” she says. “In four years,
Band, it will be the 100th anniver-
There wll be & VIP recep: sary, and we thought it would
tion later in the day, but first, be great to get 100 trees on the
committee members will be boal”
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q'“\“ Paul Olson, Editor of the Pioneer Tribune
¢4 has been a great supporter of our projects
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this article and edi~ g

Ny torial really did make our committee proud. o~
oy We can't thank him enough for all that he A
',‘. has done for us over the past 4 years. ‘,‘.
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EDITORIAL

Impressive work,

At first glance it appears to be just another human interest
story, one of those arlicles that makes you smile and say, “Hey,
that's kind of neat." But this week’s story about the Thompson
Historical Advisory Committee s also a reminder of what one
small gronp of volunteers has accomplished i a relatively short
amount of time, how much they are doing to promote not just
their area but Schoolcraft County and Upper Michigan as a
whole.

Community promation may not have been the committee’s
original goal, but it's surely been one of the most immediate
benefits of the group’s historic-preservation efforts. In fact, the
organization has proven remarkably adept at finding projects
that do both things at once, that showcase the heritage of a
single tiny, rural township while simultaneously letting the wider
world know a bit more about this particular comer of the U.P.

The committee’s work 50 far is just the beginning. They are
clearly determined never to rest on their laurels, to always be
looking ahead to the next year, the next project: Bu for just a
moment let’s pause, take & breath, and look back at what they
have already done. 3

In just a few short years, the committec has reclaimed this
area’s link (0 the famous Christmas Ship, a conection that was
often ignored and all but forgotten by folks u&’;idc the county.
‘They've recorded the histories of local families and busine

‘They've established contacts with state and fumx b

officials. They've developed impressive mafketing materials
They've buill a remarkeble communiy aSset at the Lake

important lessons i
Michigan access site, with plans for still more improvements to
come. They've enhanced the arts in the community by bringin
ina large-scale musical production. And now they're: g
their particular gospel even farther afield, taking partina projet
that not only does worthwhile charitable work but will have the |
‘name “Thompson” on the lips of many Chicago residents —
‘people to whom the Upper Peninsula previously scemed remote,
a5 far away as the dark side of the moon,

‘The way the committee is handling the Christmas tree projé

is representative of the way they've carried out almost all
their work so far. Find a project and focus on it. Plan it well,do
it right, don't be afraid 0 add a touch of class to what you do,
20 the extra mile and offer something a lcle bigger and better
than people expect, and never miss the opportunity to promote.
and teach, to let others know about Schoolcraft County, ts role.
in history and its current status as a great place fo

es, the story of local Christmas trees sailing down’

Michigan for the first time in almost a century is definit
great human interest story. But it’s also proof of what

done if you have a well-defined mission, the abili

and stick to them, a itle energy, a lot of creativity, a kng

rallying community support, and the fearlessness 1o

past challenges and obstacles. Wi

Everyone who lives and works in Schooleraft County owes &
nod of gratitude to the Thompson Historical Advisory

S

cante

. Committce. More than that, we can all leam some valusble

lessons from them,
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SPONSOR FAMILIES—2008

Wayne @ Shirley Stanley, In Memory of Oshorne Stanley family ($10.00)
Eris Webb ‘@ Winnie Blake, In Memory of Squires family (§50.00)
Charlene Turek @ Family, In Memory of Cecil Johnson family ($100.00)
Rose LaPlante, In Memory of the LaPlante @ Fitzgerald family ($15.00)
Ernie Hoholik, In Memory of the Hoholilk family ($10.00)

Joseph VanDyck, In Memory of the VanDyck family ($20.00)

Robert “Butch” Hedberg, In Memory of the Seliman family ($20.00)
George ‘@ Deanna Fish, In Memory of the Gierke family (Trees)

Tom @ Bob Carlson, In Memory of the Strom family ($10.00)

Sara Bradley @ Family, In Memory of Hassel @ Georgia Osterhout ($20.00)
Barb Lofquist @ Family. In Memory of the Hursh @ Scheider family ($10.00)
Fred @ Kathy Jasmin, In Memory of the Chesbrough family (§10.00)
Fred @ Barb Hinkson, In Memory of the Hinkson family ($25,00)

Ron @ Pauline Frans, In Memory of the Frans family ($50,00)

Dan @ Donna LaFoille ($85.50)

Jody @ Meg Wauk ($50.00)

Don ‘@ Pam Zorn ($40.00)

Dan 2 Char Crosby ($40.00)

Terry @ Valerie Baker, The Thompson Outpost ($10.00)

Randy 20 Theresa Lund ($50.00)

Mike @ Lisa Boudreau ($25.00)

Karen Klaus (Trees)

Gloria Haindl ($10.00)

Gulliver Historical Society, Seul Choix Lighthouse ($10.00)

Philip Hartman @ Family—21 Magnificent Trees!

Donations also received from the following: Doyle Township ($10.00)

Rick Stram ($20.00); Anita Fagan ($25.00) \
X O S A A A A AR AR
t’i In the following pages, I have included a reduced copy of
i

4% each one of the sponsor cards for the 24 trees. The opposite
‘,\. page has the front and back cover that was generic to each

HHHH T

% card.

1 We tried to include historical photos whenever possible

ok and except for a very few, the families all had direct ties to the
lr:'- Thompson area, the Historical Committee or the Thompson &
iy Township Board. ; by
iy The cards were laminated and tied to each tree prior to o
Iy being loaded onto the USCGC Mackinaw: “"

‘
O S O X R
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Ghrisomas Troe CMemories
Among the Yuletide cargo aboard the United
States Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw this holiday

trees

woodland. Christmas
Michigan-

season are. authentic

- harvested from.the area around T]

_ Thompson is the very placesi

Once again, \sudr trees will grace the spirit of a
Chicago Christ Cut and delive:
descendants - of “Captain,_ Schuenem:
friends. these beautiful spruce tree:
naturally in the wild. ~ They ai

W:Iiscem of the
traditional Christmas trees of ’* es. dust as
5

was laden with

to the ship by
s THompson

ave grown

the deck of the Rouse Sim
thousands of Christmas trees. the ~deck of the
" Mackinaw carries a few rare and authentic Christmas
trees in honor and memory of “Captain Santa” and
the “Christmas Tree Ship.”
Chompion HCitoricd Adviery Gommitte

=

[ l‘ (‘ (‘ ‘ﬁ l‘ .\ l\ i‘ 1\ l‘ !‘ (‘ (‘ !\ (‘ l‘ i‘ I\ “

The front Gover of the Qponsor ﬁmi
was Qestgned and O ritten {\-

Thompson Historical
Advisory Committee

Wayne Stanley
Laurie Jasmin
" Meg Wnuk
" Pam Zorn
Charlene Crosby
Deanna Fish
Robyn McLeod.

December 5th ‘® 6th, 2008
. Navy Pier ;
Chicago, IL
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1 youever find yoursell wavling through the Upper Peninsuls o
would like o visit the Last Port of Call for the Chrstms Tree Ship, be sure
10 5t0p at our store snd say hell,
O s o foly
iy s
&
Sy o P!

Thompson was once a busting town complete with a humber il
boarding house, post offcs, general store, churches, saloors, and wooden
sidewalks. Today it i & quiet village with very e remaining o remind you
of the old town and if your not paying dose anention s you drive down the
ighway, you may just mis this beautful spot on the shores of Lake Michi-
gen.

Our country sore was buik soon aier the highway was dedicatad in
1936. We now ll it the Thompson Qutpost, and i i the longest continuing
‘commercial business in Thompson. Although it bas chaneed owership and
s pame many times ovec the past sevemty years, it has managed 10 keep s
original charm, complete with the cobblestone exeror.  Many of the local
residenss who grew up.in Thompean remember coming into the store as T |
iden ardseing peny candy ined up o the: coumerin bl 0 Thi phos as ke n 1953 nd i s s  poicard. Al of the b

buying.a glas borle of ice-cold pop for 4 dime. For several years, it served e gone except for three. The cabins were a popular place o stay for the
a5 the local post offce salmon fishermen and decr hunters.

1F you would fike to contact the sponsors of this Christmas tree, plesse write

We sill offe everything from real ice cresm cones to hunting and o

fishing ficenses, groceres, gas and a frendly smile a5 you walk trough the
door. Mr & Mis. Terry Baker, B895W Huwy US?, Manistique, MI 49854

Moy Glritmas 5 Fapgy Norw Yar
o Cn Sfimiy o Q!
i, Lier Sabohy Homeh & iy SBesbe

Thompson s a smal, rural commnity and. fide
remains of the old lumbering town of a century sgo, To-
day it s  beautiful place 10 live and a great area 10 vaca-
tion. My husband and T purchased our first and only
home in Thompson Township.

I became a member of the Thompson Township
Board in 1999 and have found it to be an interesting and
rewarding experience. The Thompson Historical Advisory
Commitee has worked very hard o rekindle the story of
the Chrismas Tree Ship and Thompson as the schooner's
last port of call before tragically sinking in a winter storm
laden with. thousands of Christmas wees bound for Chi-

- el i ‘The photo ahove s the Gras Lake School, o of eight rusic

0. We applaud their many accomplishment, - e s
teacher in the picture was Mary Larson,

We hope you enjoy the evergreen tree that was. sl Sl i o G Lk

School her first Although longer sanding, this
frshly cutfor Chiismas from the forssaround Thomp. Bl e o L
son i an effort o carry on the tradition begun by Captain ody,
Herman Schuenemann in the 1880’s.

COMAVCOW

1 you wish to contact the sporsors of this Christmas Tree.
you may wite o:
Mz, & Mrs, Mike Boudreau, 10293W Flodin Road, Maris:
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My Chrsmar & gy SNow Q!
S Chomerp of
it & CBigns (Gorton) Corom
& Cptis Ctom

In 1670, Mathius & Brian Lovisa Stom  immigrated
from Norway o Thompson, Michigan.  Afir senling in the area,
ey had two chikdren, Mathius Jr. and Lydia. Both children were
atending Thompson School in 1897, as shown on the school roster
(opposit page)

In resarching hisorical records, it appears that the family
was civic minded and involved i local pofics. Mat ). was iden-
fied as the Thompson Township Clerk from 1909 10 1911 and then
as Treasurr in 1915 & 1916, _His sise, Lyclia, was recorded a5
being the Treasurer in 1921 & 1924

TIOMPSON SCHOOL.

Matc Jr. married Signe Carson in 1932, moved 1o the
neighboring town of Manisique ~where they raised their family.
Lydia followed soon after and worked for many years in the county
coun house. f

H
% Srmem b
{
H

We are proud of our connection o, Thompson's i
oy s g am g b cgmts weStlgt was fresh ‘Above: School Roser from 1897
e Upper: Photo at lf i of the Thompson School in 1897. This school il snds

P

today bt has been tumed into a residential home [

for Christas from the forests

] 7

16 you wish o conactthe sponsors of his Chrisumas Tree you may wite o
Mr. Tom Carson, 112 East Elk, Manistque, MI 49854 |

e hope your Christmas tree i as special © you as it s tous. It |

grew naturally in the woods near Thompson. We chose and cut it |

ourselves as part of the Thompson  Historical Advisory Board. It

made the same trip down Lake Michigan 10 Chicago as Christmas
(Givisunas Greetings from “Thompson, Michigan — the fast  trees did a hundred years ago. May it help make your Chrismas

port of callfor Gaptin Schuencmann's “Chrismas Tree Ship” The ey and bright!

TRouse Simmons, bewer known as the “Chrisimas Tree Ship” by Chi-

cagoans in the L1800’ was  wooden three-masted suling sh00-  you rould ik = e

ner. Every November thousands of Christmas trees from the &bttt it Crsioss ey

Upper Peninsuls of Michigan were loaded aboard the ship so the plese

ciizens of Chicago could enjoy a festive holiday.

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Crosby, 32565 Whitecaps Trail, Manistique, M1

b {~1" ]} ]o

My husband and 1 are so pleased 1o be a part of his tradition
once again. We live on the beauiful north shore of Lake Michigan in
he very area where the captain's friends curt evergreens for the yuletide
voyage. We reired and seuled here afier enjoying many summers in
the land up above, “Up above” s a term local people use to describe
where they live — up above the Mackinaw Bridge, as opposed to
“down below’ in the lower peninsula of Michigan.

Thompson, once a busy lumber town and harbor, is now a
sonal village with a very big heart. The nanural beawny of forests,
Iakes, rivers, creeks and beaches abounds with a great variety of wild-
life  deer, bears, coyotes, wolves, bald eagles, fish and other small

game.

 As you can see from the photo,
wildife was not lways ~completly
wild. Thompson residents lived
close to nawre and  sometimes,
made frends with bears and deer.

Photo of Miles O. Suanley. Mies
was a locksmith by trade and his
father Osborne supplied mest to the
crew abosrd the Rouse  Sim
‘mons. His son, Wayne Stanley s
an active member of the Thompson
Historieal Commitce.
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My late husband, Robert (Bob) LaPlante was a
Diplomatic Courier for the United States and would
have been proud to be sponsoring this authentic Christ-

Thompson is & smal, rursl community and lile remains of
the old lumbering town but it i a beauiful place to live and a
great area 10 vacation in

11 you ever find yoursell in our neck of the woods, please stop
10 visit “The Last Port of Call for The Historic Christmas Tree
Ship?

ey Srtam!
S My of GRebent Bb” o lante

mas tree from the forests of the Upper Peninsula

Bob's grandfather, Edward Fitzgerald, moved to
Thompson with his wife Nan around 1894 and they
had three children (Myrtle, Zada & James). Myrile
married Mr. George LaPlante and they in turn had five
children (Nan, Margaret, Robert (Bob), Edward &
James).

After a very distinguished career and during the
wriing of his memoirs, Bob built a log cabin on
Thompson Harbor and resided there until bis death
with his wife Rose Marie. This land was part of the
original homesteaded property and was known as
“Swede Town” in the late 1800’ and early 1900s. The
docks where the schooners would pull up to were just a
short walk away and the ships would have sailed right
by the cabin.

busy place.

Rose LaPlante, P.O. Box 34,

In 1975, we moved our family to Manistique, Michi-
gan where we could be close to family & friends in the Upper
Peninsula. We owned and operated our own business, Rainbow's
End which was also located in Manistique. Selling everything
from soup to nuts, It quickly became a_favorite place to shop!

In 1984, we purchased a home in Thompsan Townshi
and because we loved the area so much, we decided 1o acquire
additional property. [n 2001, our business in Manistique was de-
stroyed by fire and out of the ashes came & new beginning. In
2002, we brought our business “home” to Thompson and Pauline’:
Rainbow’s End has been thriving ever since.

We are proud to be part of Thompson and to support the
“Thompson Historical Advisory Committee in its endeavor (o bring,
the Christmas trees (0 Chicago as the Rouse Simmons did ninety-

six years ago.
My Ghritmr ¢ Happys Sow el

Ron 8¢ e Sfrans

Rabn's Raindoe's Eoid

wZ> A

1 you wis 1o contactthe sponsors of this Christmas Tree you may write
[
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Frans, 15905 Tvan Carson Road, Manitique, M1

By R OMaric & Rl

“This photo was taken from the end of our boardwalk at our home.
In the late 1800’ t0 early 1900's, you would have been looking
direcly at the mill and docks and it would have been a very

1f you wish 1o contact the sponsors of this Christmas Tree you
may write to:
Manistique, MI 49854

Although hard 1o see, this old photograph was a school picture
taken in the early 1900, In the back row is Charles Frans Jr
(first on left) and Hilda Frans (second from right).

The photo at eft is the

Swedish  Lutheran
Church  which ~ was
locaied in Swedetown,
50 named because the
Swedish people all set-
ded in the same area
| Oue family  arrived in
Thompson and_serled
in this area which was
just 8 swone throw from
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Thompson is a small, rural community and fitle re
mains of the old lumbering town but it a beautiful place 10
live and a great area to vacation in

If you ever find yourself in our neck of the woods,
My husband and I live in Thompson just aboutone  leqce stop to visit “Ihe Last Part of Call for The Historic
mille from the original village which was busting with activ- Christmas Tree Ship®
ity in the late 1800 10 early 1900's. I have been a  mem- s Gl |
ber of the Thompson Historial Advisory Commitiee since it i
. formed in 2005 and have deep ties to Thompson Town. e
ship. o

My grandiather, Frank Gierke, owned the local bar- 2 <} "
bershop in the Village. When he purchased the shop, the e sl

barber chair was_obsolete and he decided o purchuse 2 ‘
a new one but the chair would cost sbout $90.00. Eager to L rer W
impress his customers but wondering how 1o finance the o, 11
chai, youns Frank went across the stret to the meat market o ﬁnmwm
and discussed this major  purchase with Mr. Hruska. LI L \_né
At regular township bosrd meeting on November
30th, 1915, Frank was permitted to operate a pool table in H

‘Thompson for o period of one year. This was the first |
pool table in the area.

1 you wish to contactthe sponsors of this Christmas Tree you may write

M, & Mrs, George Fish, 18205 Lile Harbor Road, Matistique, M1

gy Sl
10 QP AL
o

My family is pleased t0 sponsor a Christmas tree T Sl oy

in memory of our ancestors who lefi Europe o' make 1 new lfe in
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

A As an elementary school teacher, T have been teaching the
story of the Christmas Tree Ship sinice 1985, For many years be-
fore that, T would watch our local paper each November for ari-
cles 10 add 10 my collection of stories about Captain Schuenemann
and his famous schooner.  When I had enough information, 1
‘added this wonderful story to my social studies curriculum,

This tree s dedicated 10 our family’s ancestors; the Ek-

strom's, Haindls, Pawley's and Popour’s. ‘They immigrated from The photo sbove of Indian River is just  glimpse of the beautifl
scenery in the Uy Peninsula. river flows to Indian
Sweden, Germany, Eingland, and France. T Michigan's Upper R et o bl A

Peninsula, they become ship and bicyele builders, loggers, store
owners, and farmers. They lef loved ones behind in Burape in
order to make a better lfe for themselves and firure generations 0

come. We are forever gratefil, Glorin Haindi, 147N Popour Roud, Cooks, Michigan 49817

T you would ke to ciet the sponsors of this Christmas trc,
please wrie 1
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Our grandfather, Chancey MB. Hinkson, was a
resident of Thompson and a saw filer for the Jocal lumber. Mill
He and his wife, Selina, married in 1891. Chancey & Selina had
four children, one of whom is our father, Fred Chancey Hinkson,
born in 1892.

Known by the nickname “Hinky®, be was interviewed
for the documentary, “The Chrismas Tree Ship’s which was pro-
duced afier the anchor of the Rouse Simmons was found in the
early 1970's. He remembered the way the Captain would pile the
deck high with the freshly cut everpreens. He was down by the
docks when the wees were loaded for the last time and was as-
tounded by how high the rees were stscked on deck. When asked
if he thousht the ship was overloaded in the film, he  replied
“Yah, T believe it

Today, ninety-six years afier Captain Herman  Schue-
nemann left Thompson Harbor, this story will come full circle as
trees from the forests of the  Upper Peninsula finally arrive in
Chicago once again.

Our family is happy 10 be a part of this wonderful tradi
tion and hope that your family will enjoy a blessed and peaceful
Christmas Season.

If you wish 1o contact the sponsors of this Christmas Tree you
may write o
Mr. Fred Hinkson, 103 Arbutus Avenue, Manistique, MI 49854

(Top) lrene & Fred Hinkson (second & third from lef)
with Friends in Thompson, MI
(Bottom) Fred & Irene in lter years

A=rFQI0X

The Hoholk funily has lived in Thompson Towahip for al-
most & century. They setled about two milks north of the harbor and
operated several faems providing produce, meat and evenmually daiey prod-

et 1o the ocal populsion

Emest, better known as Ennie, i the son of Joseph M. Hoholik
and was borm in Thompson in 1924, Emie's chikdhood was spent work-
ing on the family dairy farm. One of his chores was 1o walk the herd of
cows 10-and from the Thompson plains where they grazed. Later, a the
ity operation expanded, he drove a milk truck delivering borled milk
throughout the couny.

Emi's swong belef in his communiy led him @ become
Thompson Township Supervisr and laer a Schooleraft County Commis-
sioner. - Aftr serving the community for 32 years he reired from eloctive
offce, although he still sits on several adisory boards.

While Enme is very proud of his service 0 the  communir, he
is most prowd of the fact that he is the oldest Thompson bor resident

builtin the early 1900's._The local Jumber company provided
clear white maple for the entire floor of the church. The
preists, Father Cebul and Father LaForest, traveled by horse
from Manistique on Saiurday aftemoons and would stay with
focal parishioners ovemight in their homes. _ After serving the
vilage for many years, the building was oblained by Joscph
Hohollk who moved it 1o his family farm. The sacrsty s sl
standing todsy and has been donsted back 1o the historical
commitie.

I you wonld fike 10 conioct the sponsors of his Chisimas tre,
wrie to:
Mr. Emie Hobolik, 7098 Sute Hy. M149, Manistique, M1
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Our grandparents, Joe Hursh and Blanche (Paquin) Hursh were
boih descendens of earlyThompson families. They married in th carly
1900’ (phoio st right was taken for thei wedding day) and had four chiren,
Deward, Noel, Earl & Zita. They homesteaded and raised their childven ot
far from the Hiush family farm and larer moved  short disnce away to the
Flodin Road where they v for the reminder of ther lives,

Our moher, Zi, married Paol Schneider in 1947 and aied five
daughers and one son. They, oo, made teir home on the Hodin Road jux
around the _comer from where Ziu's purens ived. Paul & Zia fived there
il her deaths i 2004 and 2005, Theiz daughver Jane buih 2 home near
dhem and sl lve e tody:

‘The Hursh and Paguin fumily were very actve in. wownship gov-
ermomens, and many of their descendants sall ive in Thompson today: Joe
worked in the woods and local lumber mill 50 we would assume hat he, 10,
was involved in some smal way wih the trees that were loaded on the i
fted Rouse Simmons.

We hope that your family has a peaceful and happy holiday season 1 you wish o contact the sporsors of this Chirstmas Tree you
Mecry Chismas & Happy New Year may wie o
Barbara Lofuis, 1703N Kendll Road, Manistique, MI 49854

Abram Chesbrough was s prominent businessman and owner of the luber
| mill in Thompson during he early 1900's. He owned most of the lnd. in
he.vilge until around 1925 when he sod the mill and redred. The sic
where the Rouse Simmons oncedocked in front of the lumbec mil was laer
s0ld by the Chesborough family 10 the Sste of Michigan. Alough now it i
only vacant and, at the height of the lumbering boom in Thompsor, tis was
the main sttt in the villge. The lumber-company office was combined in
the same buiding a5 the post office and genecl siore
A coupon book i picured a the right. Working men were paid in
s and coupons which could be used 10 purchase supplie from the gencaal
store. Local newspaper aricls of the time noted that the _coupons were a
deterent 10 excesive driking by the lumbermen becas they were oot re-
deemable t the local oo
“The house that we purchased in the carly 1980's in the vilige was
once owned by the Long's another prominent famly in Thompson. Adeline
| Long was the secretary of Mr. Chesborough and she resided here yith her
brother Ed and sister, Mathilda. This original Thompson dwelling that is pow REAR COVER OF COUPON BOOK
‘our home, is one of the few remaining original buildings in the village.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas this holiday season and 7 : 5
hat you enjoy your tree every bitas much as we bave enjoyed being & p.“.?’ff. 1fyou would like o contac he spansors of tis Christmas res, -
s project. please wite to:
Fred & Kathy Jasmin

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jasmin
8896W Main Street, Manistique, M1 49854
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For the past three years, 1 have been participating in the
local revival of the story of the  Chrisumas Tree Ship and haye
worked along side the Thompson Historical Commitiee with

Historical photo of
Barbara
ach of their projects. Tt has truly been a great adventure. Schuertemann

History is many times forgoten, and my way of pass-
ing this on to my children and grandchildren will be through
the donation of several of these authentic trees harvested from
the land surrounding my home near Thompson. Over the
years, 1 have trimmed the trees the best that T could, and T am
50 pleased that this labor of love is now a part of your holiday
season.

Barbara and her three
daughters proudly carried

on this family tradition for
many years afier the
Rouse Simmons went
missing

Like her husband, she was
always a welcome guest in

As you celebrate Christmas, I send my very best and homes ot ‘Thompson snd

hope that you: enjay this personally selected tzee from the beau- et

tiful Upper Peninsula. Captain Schuenemann was a friend 1o

many families in oue communiy, and we are sure that he  1fyou would ke o contat the sponsors of this Cheismas e,
wauld be proud 1o have these trees once again traveling 10 the plase wrce 1

great city of Chicago! Karen Klaus 1097N Co, Rd. 437, Cooks, Michigan 49817

“Thompson is a small, rural community and linle remains of
the old lumbering town but it is o beautiul place to five and a
great area to vacation in.

o 1f you ever find yourselfin our neck of the wood, please siop.
10 Qur Chizgoiencs 10 visit “The Last Port of Call for The Historic Christmas Tree
Ship”.
We hope that your Christmas is filled with love and P "
g00d cheer and that you enjoy this tree while celebraring the Sl
season with your family and friends. IR Ose imer s G

The Sl <Famiy
My wife, Donna and T have been involved with the
‘Thompson Historical Society for the past 4 years and are
pleased 10 have an opporuunity to sponsor one of the trees that
wil continue on the great tradition that the Schueneman family
was once 50 proud of.

Ninety-six years ago there were people. standing on the
Clark Street Bridge waiting for the Rouse Simmons to sail into
the harbor with a load of trees from the great Northwoods of
the Upper Peninsula. Although many of those trees silllie on
the bottom of Lake Michigan within the wreck of the Rouse
Simmons, we believe this tree represents them all and hope that
its meaning s as special 1o you s it is 10 us.

A view of the Village of Thompson - early 1900's
1 you would Ik o contact the spansors of this Christmas tree, you may.
wiite to:
Dan & Donna LaFoille, 15N County Road 441, Manistique, MI 49854

MEE=0NnbrE
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As your family o

round this special tree dur
g the holiday season, our family vill be tinking of you and hoping
hat you find as much pleasure in receving s e as we have had in
sending it 10 you.

“The Rouse Simmons is a very important part of Thompson's
rich history and we are very proud o honor the Schunemann family
in carring on this tradition that they were @ Part of over 100 years
a0

My husband Randy and T own our own business and we
have two grown daughters and two grandchildren. T am a member of
the Thompson Township Board and we have been very supportive of
our local historical commitee s they bring this story back 10 [fe in
our community.

My Ghrtmar & SCoppy Sow QPear

Sfrom O S 1f you would like 1o contact the sponsors of this Christmas tree,
T sl please write to:

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lund, 839 Ash Road, Manistique, M1

Williatn Gust Sellman and his wife Hilma, started ane of the

firs commercial fishing operations in 1912, the same year the Rouse
Simmons saied for the last time from Thompson Harbor, One of
Wil first boats was the “Dorothy $” and was bui by a local
man. Willam and Hilma's children, including our mother Evelyn,
were born in Thompson on the family farm.  In 1924, he moved his
family and business o neighboring Manistique, and the business was
passed down from generation 10 generation for many years afierwards.

Our family has been proud 1o be an imporant part of
Thompson history and recently donated  several albums of photos,
articles and family information 1o the Thompson Historical Commit-
e

‘This photo is of the Thompson docks. The schooner on the
has been tentatively identified as the Rouse Simmons

L
v
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% heps that pour famly e s verp spocisl
Glrttmas it s haed picked fom e forass and rpreests s oz
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The photo taken above was of William Sellman sboard the Dorothy
S in the Thompson Harbor, As you can tel by the photw, having
your pictre taken wes serious busines back in the early 1900’ and
warranted a white dress shirt and il

1 you would ike to contac the sponsors of this Christms tree, plesse
e w:

M. Robert Hedberg, 901 Manistique Avenue, Manistique, MI 49854
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Hundreds of years ago, Native Americans and French fur
traders traveled in canoes across the rough waters of Lake Michi-
gon. On one occasion, & group of French sailors were canght n 1
terrifying storm which forced them 10 seek shelter. They landed
on the rocky shore of a harbor and found refuge in the bay while
waiting out the storm. Before leaving, they named the harbar Seul
Choix (pronounced Sis-Sfwa) which translates to “Only Choice.”

The Seal Choix Paint Lighthouse has represented peace
fulness and a place of refuge during the changing times. The Na-
tive Americans and fur traders sought safety in the harbor while
fishermen snd loggers depended on its resources for their liveli-
hood. Sailors relied on the peace of mind brought by the light
and fog signal. Today, the fishing and shipping industries need
the light as a navigational aid.

Earlet Known existing photograph of the

The lighthouse is located east of Thompson where Cap- Seul Choix Point Lighthouse

in Schunemann once docked 10 load trees for his hometown of

Chicago. As the Captain and his crew sailed the great waters of I you would ke 10 contact the sponsors of his Chrstas e, please
Lake Michigan, this historic lighthouse was Tikely a beacon for wiite 1
them as well Gullver Historcal Society
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672N West Gulliver Lake Road, Guliver, MI 49840 =

Kate dicd 1o so0m i 1942 t the s of 67 She s an forgeiable pesson
i role model ot me. There were always los f ficods around ber
e s vas themost hospitable person | have ever hown. T thosc
dars oo sy SRR e v e ek ol Thone P
Katc played e piano and my Grandiuber Hiram, paed the vokn sl
somtimes Unele Join ealed the sqares. Al of us ehikden loved the
The following narraive was ritten by Eris Webb in fond memors of her N Ny o
et Bt C0 s T s danes becau we e sometines alloved 0 i i the i,
Thompson in the carly days afir the lumber busincss boom be- b adult dancers wouldpiek. e up and spis s around unlwe were per-
ly a farming commurity, Most were run by large fumilics 4 e Flcall gt
My matermal grandmothcr, Kate Squires, was a res Famil
valiant woman, and  proud Natve American. She served 15 Thomp- v

U ;
' son Township Treasurer for many yes She was a nurse/midwife who { k{’

with lots of children,

brought more than 800 babies into the world. She oficn accompanied
Dr. Tucker on many of his calls in the area. She walked long distances
in all kinds of weather to help those in need of medical carc. Many

residents couldn't afford (o call the doctor but knew they could depend
on Kate. She was 4 strong woman who knew much about Native
Aumerican herbs and remedies. One winler evenig wh

e out on a
errand of mercy, Grandina came upon an old woman known as Squaw
Mary, apparently sy

i in @ snow bank. ~Since Squaw Mary was
Known 10 be fond of “firewater”, it was assumed she was not frozen

hes cly sleey r, ol s ver Hiram & Kate SQUIES wih da ug Hers (standing
there, but merely skeping, however,she was very cold. Grandma took AU, & Foar oo fone e mac
her i and gave her hot soup and tea and Mary thawed out nicely. Vi e el & i (50 i st Ko’

 she was certain i

Kate had saved her life and in grtitude, gave
her the secret recipe for thc fumous “cedar pouliee” for which Kate become
noted. The poultices affcted many kiiown healings, many overnight *
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Thompson i o sall, il community and i
mains of the old Rimbering town but it i o beauitl ‘

place 1o live and n great area 1o vacation in

To Our Chicago Friends' We hope that this holi 10 you ever find yourself in our neck of the wood
day season is one that is blessed with good health and  please stop 1o visit “Ihe Last Port of Call for The His
happiness for your family oric Christmas Tree Ship”,

ety Wi/
andlather, — Oshorne i (Pur Koo e (Y

by (/i

Our grandfather and great
Staley was down on the docks at Thompson Harbor the Che (W

night before the Rouse Simmons sailed. Oshorme was an
avid hunter and venison was plentiful in the woods arownd
his farm so he was happy o supply some meat for the
crews retm voyage to Chicago. His grandson, Wayne
Stanley, who is a member of our Mistorical Committee,
remembers *Gramps® talking very fondly about the Schue
pemann’s, especially — Barbara who had Tunch in thes
home with his wife Florabel

Our family has lived in Thompson for six generations
and we are proud to be a part of this history and excited
10 be in Chicago ninety-six years after the Rouse Simmons OM Mill Graw Photo

Grandps Osborne Stnley is idicad by dhe red o
sailed from our harbor, 11 your wish 10 contact the spenwors of i Chrsinas Tree you may wite

w
Laure Justin, 12518 N, Stanley Wond, Muistique, ME 4954

One of the firs historians of Thompson was our mether & rand
| mother, Georgin (Taylor) Osterhout, She b o, the nfor

e

mation in order 0 provide o record for her son and dagher

Georgin was born in Thompson an January 10, 1906, At that time
the Tumber will was a very important part of the vilage, She wrote
dhat the remembered sneaking out early in the moming 1o go and sit

on the lumber piles 0 watch the ships as they safled in and ot of the
farbor, - She said they would maneuver ot so far and then, ol
once, hoist the sails, T was alway o beautifl sight,  Georgia would

ke one eye on the boats, and one eye out for her mother, wha way
never w0 far behind her daghter's escapades

Horses were the backbone of early lopging operations and e
scams were cared for by their drivers. One of Georgias highlights of
her early childhood w ned  Dicadore
and Topsy, when on their way back 10 the barn, they would sop ot
Thompsan creck o drink.  Driver of the team, Mr. Fred Hinkson,
would wait by the creek and o the children of the area drive the
horses back 10 the barn,

1o hold the reiny of o wam

1 you wish 0 contact the spomsns of this Chiistmas ree

Hasel & Georgin lived for many years on the shoreline just o

o may wrie 1o
sane throw away from where the Rotise Simmons last docked Mr, & Mix. Dary! ..“,I“,mﬁﬂ“m 149, Cooks, M1 49817





image23.jpeg
Our lake frontage is only about 1/2 mile from where
the Thompson Docks once were located and the Rouse
Simmons would have passed right by on her way to
the docks

My family and 1 hope you enjoy this authentic
Christmas Tree and wish you the very best in the com-
ing year.

To Our Chicago Friends! We hope that this holiday sea-
son is one that is blessed with good health and happiness
for your family. )

Our dad, Cecil Johnson, was born in Thompson
in 1908, He and our mother, Evelyn, raised not only
three daughters but five of our cousins who were left or-
phans at an early age. Cecil died at the age of 39 from a
heart attack while chasing a pig out in the front of the
family home where I stillTive today. Our family has many
fond memories of Thompson.

1 married my husband, Gerald Turek, and we
raised eight children here, Tn 1980, Gerald opened a used
car parts/junk yard and ran it undl 2006 when he passed
away from cancer. Our youngest son, Paul took over the
business. We also haye a cabin on Lake Michigan close
by where we have had many get-togethers with family and
friends over the years. Each spring for the past 33 years
we have a smelt fry on the beach by the cabin and people

come from all over to attend.

Merry Christmas!
From Our House to Yours,
In Memory of Cecil & Evelyn Johnson

“The picture abot was of the Lumber Company ofice, general sore and
post office all in one building and was located on the main sweet in
downtown Thompson, M,
1fyou wish to contactthe sponsors of this Christrnas tree, you may write

z20wzZt0-

10:
Charlene Turek, 16925 Little Harbor Road, Manistique, MI 49854

Qur family hopes that you will enjoy this tree that has been har-
vested from the forests near Thompson. We wish you a Safe and
‘Happy Holiday Season!

L ey Ghrioms!

Our grandparents, Joseph H. & Elizabeth VanDyck, were S Memery of e Grandther;
wue entreprencurs. They strted their grocery store business in o . Vi
Thompson but laer moved to neighboring Manistique.  According 1o
papers kept in my grandiather’s safe, he was called 85 4 witess to
atend the inquest of the incidents that lead up 1o the saiing of the
Rouse Simmons from Thompson Harbor on November 22, 1912,

At the inguest, my grandiather related that Mr. Schuenemann
and two mates made the purchase of supplies for the trip from his
store. They were not only frequent customers but also friends of the
While in Manistique, they ofien stayed with either the
VanDyek family or  orhers in the neighborhood.

P family.

ekt

The store was operated for many years afierward and al-
though the store is no longer there, many locals stil remember shop-
ping af VanDycks.  Evenmually the building was tom down and my
wife & 1 built our home o the site,

VanDyck Family

Seated (L to R): Joseph ., Elizabeth & Joseph H. VanDyck
Back Row (L to R): Shirkey, Edna, Margaret, Lillan & Gladys
liynnwnmdmmhwﬁcmﬂnﬂhhm)mﬂlmlw
Mr & Joseph VanDyck, P.O. Box 22, Manistique, M1 49854
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In recent years Thompson has become a popular place 10

live. Retirees from all over the country and residents from Manistique
and surounding areas haved moved 1o beautiful Thompson. ~ One
such family is the Wauks, who lived in Manistique for 20 years and
dreamed of building a home in Thompson on the propenty they pur-
chased in 1988.

Not long. affer becoming ‘Thompson residents the magical
spell of the Chrisimas Tree Ship and the history of the village became
a part of the Wnuk's life. Invited 10 be on the new historical advisory

“The photo taken above has always been one of my favories |

committee, the interest became a passion.  While working with the 1 often wondered where these three ladies were heading s |

e B _ ihey walked along in the direcion of the _lakeshore. (The
commitee on e P e Hitony ot ey large silo shaped strucuure in the  background was the
ful place came alive. burne of the old lumber mil)

Thompson s 4 very special plce 1o many people, those that
,

avé desp roots i the commurity an those that have only began 1o 100 would ke 10 contactthe sponsors of this Christms re
call it home

|
please wite to: ‘
Mr. & Mrs. Jody Wauk, 9477W Carlson Road, Manistique, MI 49854 ‘

‘The current raf pictured at
leftis apen year around.

As newcomers 10 this area, we are proud 1o relive the history

of the Thompson area and sponsor a Christmas tree hand cut from
the local forest Sl
Our family has always been drawn to this area for our vaca-  One of the major atiractions in Thompson Township is the “Big Springs”

4 Srisewn 7 mp. O "KitchitikipP”. This natunal fresh water spring _gushes over 10,000,

sons. T beautfal shorelines, wonderflfsing and well keptcamp- 1y SEEEERT THE ¢ sl =i i

grounds were the perfect place 1o cescape the frantic pace of Michigans  tom and the water is crysal dlear. Ao referred 10 as “Mirror of

major cities. We were fortunate 10 be able to move here for our re-  Heaven®, the ride across the spring on the self-propelled raft is one that
‘you would not soon forget.

tirement years. As you can see from the photo below, this has been 4 site worth visiting

As we have settled into the area, the unique history of this  for many years and alihough the ride may have changed, the reaction of

lumbering town has intigued us and inspired the desire fo share the !¢ SEHSCerS i always the samel
story with al who visit Thompson. We have partcpated in the estab-
fishmen o a hisorical marker and inerpretive panels on the shoreline
of Lake Michigan at th ste where the docks and millonce were

We hope you will enjo this small token of the bond shared
by Chicago and Thompson. May his season bring you peace & joy!

Merry Christmas
3 From
“The Zoms

1f you would like to
‘contact the sponsors of this
Chrstmas e,

21N County Road 441, ; ; |
Manistique, MI 49854

220
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The name Mackinaw has iis rools in the ancient
e American language of the Greal Lakes.
Specifically, it is denved from the word
Michiimackinac in the Ojibwa language, meaning
“island of the Great Turlle”. Both Mackinaw (ihc
English derivation) and Mackinac (the French dert
vaion, where “ac’ is pronounced “aw") are
derived from this word and pronotinced (Mak'ind).

Mackinaw (WAGB83) was consiructed during
WWIL in response 10 the need (o keep shipping
aclive during the winter monihs (0 maintain
production of steel, For (his purpose, Congress
authorized the constriction of a state of the ar
icebreaker 1o be permanenily stationed in the
Great Lakes. Her keel was laid on 3/20/1943 in
Toledo, OH and she was commissioned on
12/20/1944. She began operations by the end
of December of that year, and was homeported in
Cheboygan, ML She was @ variani of the WIND
Class polar icebreaker. Her design was made
longer with a wider beam and shallower draft 1o
allow her to operate in the Greal Lakes. The
autier was originally (0 be named MANITOWOC,
but this name had already been used by the Navy
for a seagoing tug. The "Mac", *Guardian of the
Lakes" and “Greal White Mother” as MACKINAW
has been known with affection, provided over 60
ears of ouistanding service o the communities
Znd commerdial enierprises of the Greal Lakes
Her age made her very expensive and difficult (o
rmaintain and thus, she was decommissioned in
Jine 2006 where she now serves as a beautiful
fakeside maritime museum in Mackinaw  City,
Michigan.

The new USCGC MACKINAW (WLBB:30) was
designed and _constnucted 10 provide multi-
mission capabilities with state of the art systems.
Some of the missions that the new MACKINAW
conducts on the Greal Lakes are search and
rescue, buoy tending, domestic icebreaking,
Mariimie Homeland Security operations, pollution
response, law enforcement and_public affalrs
She carries on the proud legacy and tradition of
her predecessor in providing service fo. fhe
marifime community in the Great Lakes.

What does WLBB stand for? The "W has been
applied 10 all Coast Guard ships since WWIL 10 set
them apart from Navy ships. The °L’ is for
working boat (Load bearing) and the first ‘B is for
Big - s0, “LB" means Big Buoy lender and the
final *B" is for (icejbreaker.

5 7k ke e A ok ok ok ok ok Kk kA Ak Kk ok
: The USS. Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw (WLBB-30) was
X buit by Marinete Marine Corporaion, a subsdiay of Mani-
towoe Marine Group.
Home Port
632 Coast Guard Drive
Cheboygan, M1 49721

Fabrication Began: Apri 14,2004
Keel Laid: February 9, 2004
Launched: April 2, 2005
Commissioned: June 10, 2005

Length Overall: 240°0°
Beam: 586>
Draft 16°
Maximum Speed: 15 kis
Crew: 9 Officers, 5 CPO's, 41 Crew
Fuel Oil Capacity: 130,896 gallons
Law Enforcement; 2 Med. Sized Machine Guns &
Various small arms
Main Propulsion: Integrated Main Propulsion & Electrical Plant
Propellers: ABB Azipod—10’ Diameter

S 00800088888 88 88 8 8888

B o o e S o S S e e . e o o B

24342 24 3 24 X 2 2 32 2

244 %

Fr e e e Ao dode A A e e e de A
: Commanding Officer: 'CDR Scoft J. Smith ¥

+ Commander Smith graduated from the US.
 Coast Guard Academy in 1990 eaming his #-
3 commission and a Bachelors of Science

degree in Electrical Engineering. CDR Smith
¢ has served aboard four cutters, three fimes on %0
¢ the Great Lakes and twice in command.

:CDR Smith's military decorations_include 6:
7 Coast_Guard_Gommendation Medals with 5y
operational distinguishing device, the. Coast

Cuard Achievement Medal, two Navy Achieve: 3
Jrment Medals, fthree Coast Guard Unit 3
 Commendations, the Coast Guard Merl(orious sk
4, Unit Commendaion, the Humaniiarian Service |

Medal & the Permanent Cutterman’s Pin. il

t*****t***ij’ﬁ;*t**ﬁ*
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Tuesday, November 251h, 2008

Dan LaFoille, our close friend and one of our
biggest supporters, along with Rick Toncray,
had offered to drive us and the rees down to
Cheboygan where the Mackinaw was in port

1t was hard o believe that approximately 2 1/2
hours after leaving home, we woild be watching
15 our rees were loaded onto the
Ut Mackinaw for the voyage down to
Chicago. For over three years, we had been
dreaming of and planning for this day.

As we drove into the parking lot, a quick phone
call was made (o Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG)
Matthew Perkins, who promptly appeared and
greeted us warmly.  Almost immediately, he
retumed to the ship and the next thing we heard

was an announcement over the load speake
*All hands on deck 10 unload Christmas trees
1 don't think we could haye put info words what
we were fecling at that moment
1t was incredible!

We were reviving a tradition that had ended in our
communify on November 22, 1912.
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A we watched from below, our trees were handled
with care and affectionately called the “Official Trees”
As each made i's way from trailer to ship deck, we
could hear the bells that had been attached sofily ring.

lITop Left: on hand ihat day were members of the

ROTC. They quickly appeared on deck and came
down the walk {0 start loading our trees by hand,
Earlier in the day, over 1000 frees cut locally from tree
farms and loaded by crane onto the deck of the
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Right: Crew from the Mackinaw appeared on deck to
direct the process and made sure (he frees were
placed in the proper location. We were welcomed
S David Lieberman who offered (0 give
uided tour of the ship. Of course, we were
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Lefi & Below: The Cheboygan irees had already been |

secured by ihe fime we amived. Our frees were

randomly placed on deck (botiom left) and were kep ||
| separate.  The Thompson trees were bound differ-
| ently than the others, had an omament and sponsor
‘ card and cach trunk was marked with a painted red

T, Although we didn't see where the frees ended
up on deck, when they arrived in Chicago, all 24 frees
were still together and given special attention,
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AS part of our four, we were able to see many of the
rooms where the daytoday operations of the
Mackinaw take place. One of the highlights, was
being on the bridge, looking out over Cheboygan and
sitling in one of the Captain chairs!

Long gone are the days when the |
Captain would stand outside ona |
cold, siormy night  holding on
tightly to the wooden wheel of the

e
| ship as the seas fossed the ship
, from side t0 side. |
; Today, our most sophisticated

ships are run expertly by joysticks
and computers. We were amazed
at the technology on board the
Mackinay.
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1 can’t believe they serve
Baked Beans to 3 crew

that live in such tight

quarters!

The ride home was almost as fun as the ride down (o
Cheboygan. Pam & 1 had affectionately named the
Mackinaw the *Buoy Boat® and were tickied that our
frees were finally on board. We could hardly believe
thai in 9 days we would be on our way o Chicago

and Navy Pier. Many times on the way home, one of
us wouid look back. see the empty trailer being
towed and ask the other, “Where's our frees?” and (he
answer would always be “They're on the Buoy Boai!”

We ended up in the galley and were invited to have
lunch with the crew. On the menu, hot dogs and
hamburgers, curly fries and salad. To our great
surprise, ENS Licberman showed us into the Ward
room where we ate our lunch with Commander Scott
J. Smith, Wow! How can you top an experience like
thal After lunch, but before leaving the ship, we
were able to buy “official” Mackinaw sweatshirts.
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ALGOMA, WISCONSIN\
girthplace {0 Captain Herman Schuenemann,

Thursday, December 4th, 2008

Our goal was o see and experience as many poinis of
interest that we could on our trip to Chicago. The trees
were tucked away on board the Mackinatw and we were
finally on our way

First stop after leaving Thompson was Algoma, — Wis-
consin. Alihough there are no significant historical points
1o visit here, we couldn't drive by without  stopping.

Top Right: Christmas Tree Ship Point. A small wooden
marker has been placed near the water. The sign reads.
“A schooner transporting Christmas trees to Milwaukee
& Chicago passed this point in the 1800's. Captain Her-
man Schuenemann of the Christmas Tree Ship
“Rouse Simmons” was bom in Algoma.”

Bottom Left: von Stiehl Winery. For three years the win-
ery sold a commemorative wine botile with a  special
“Christmas Tree Ship” label. Although no longer using
that label, we purchased a case of their Christmas wine
to share with our friends along the way.

Bottom Right: On the front steps of the historic building
Back row (L fo R) Deanna Fish, Lauric Jasmin, Shirley
tgeb, & Beth Malloch,
nt row (L to R) Pam Zom, Karen Klaus & Meg Wnuk
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[ Thursday, December 4th, 2008
Rogers Street Fishing Museum & Coast Guard Museum.

| ust about an hours drive from Algoma, we arived at
[ Two Rivers and were greeted by Sandy Zipperer,
Director of the museum. Although closed for the winter
months, Sandy had graciously offered a private tour for
our group.  The museum is home fo the restored
wheel and other recovered artifacts from the Rouse
Simmons. Sandy, a shipwreck enthusiast, entertained
us with her knowledge of the schooner along with a
great tale of the shipwreck Vemon.. A wonderful hour
that was well spent and greatly appreciated by us all.
What a great experience 1o stand behind the wheel as
Captain Herman Schuenemann had done over 96 years
before us.

| Wheel of the Rou
|Mr. Jim Brotz. Mr. Brotz attended our dedic:
| tion for the historical marker in 2006. |
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Where We Are

HISTORIC

ROGERS

FISHING VILLAGE

&
GREAX'LAKES
COAST GYARD MUSEUM

1886 Two Rivers Lighthouse

2010 Rogers Street
[Ewo Rivers, Wisconsin 54241

| [Two Rivers

‘ (920) 793-5905

WWW.rogersstreet.com
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Chuistmas Grees

December 5 & 6, 2008
%ug/@m
Dact 1
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{ After leaving Two Rivers, our next planned destination \\u\a\‘\
lihe Milwaukee Yacht Club where the Rouse

simmons anchor is |

lon display. With heavy traffic and less than perfect directions ||

| from Map Quest, we missed the
{the city of Milwaukee completely
| on our return trip.

| Ihe entire ride was smoc

|

llat the wheel and Meg as our navigator. All were relieved when
l\we reached the hotel and were able to unload, have a cup of |
i“r(mvv and begin planning for the next day.

Alfter a brief rest, we bundled up against the cold and took

|la brisk walk down to Navy Piel

. desired exit so we by-passed |
perhaps we would try .\;{2\\”“;1

Jth sailing all the way with |>2\m\‘(‘

|

which was only four blocks from ||
|

‘[mu‘ hotel. Satisfied that we were prepared for the early morning |
|l arrival of the Mackinaw, we headed back to the room and shared |
|2 bottle of wine from the von Stiehl winery. |
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e mpson Sistorieal < dviso ry Committee
12518 N. Stanley Road
Manistique, MI 49854
Phone (906) 341-6338
lauriejasmin@centurytel.net

(Letter mailed to all free SpoONsors)

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Crosby
3256S Whitecaps Trail
Manistique, MI 49854

Dear Dan & Char,

Our committee would like to thank you for supporting our
“Christmas trees to Chicago” project. We are enclosing a
copy of your sponsor card that will be attached to one of
the twenty-four trees that will be given to a disadvantaged
family in the Chicago area.

On November 16%, the trees will be cut and wrapped and
then delivered on November 25" to the US Coast Guard
Cutter Mackinaw. The trees will arrive in Chicago on
December 5 aboard the Mackinaw at Navy Pier. Several
members of our committee will be present to participate in

the many festivities.

This year the tradition of bringing trees from the Upper
Peninsula to Chicago will be revived. Ninety-six years ago,
on November 23, 1912, the Rouse Simmons sank with a
load of trees from our forests. On December 5 & 6, these
trees will come full circle as they finally arrive in Chicago.

with warm regards and gratitude,
Thompson Historical Advisory Committee

Wayne Stanley, Charlene Crosby, Meg Wnuk, Pam Zom,
Deanna Fish & Laurie Jasmin
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These were our initial contacts with
the U.S. Coast Guard and the Chicago
Christmas Ship Committee.

Captain George Lisner would remain as
our main point of contact and was on
board the Mackinaw for the voyage
from Cheboygan to Chicago. During
the trip, he removed boughs from the
branches of the trees on deck and
fashioned two wreaths from the greens.
As the Mackinaw passed over the
wreckage site of the Rouse Simmons,
4 the crew laid one of the wreaths at sea
and performed a ceremony. The other
wreath was proudly displayed on the
Mackinaw.

i
F 3
i

Commander John Little finished his
duty on board the Mackinaw early in
2008, however, he did keep in touch
with us and shared our information
with the new Commander, Captain
Scott J. Smith.

N

Ms. Jasmin,

(7

(1772255800579899" """ 22s,,,,, a097"

First off allow me to apologize for my tardy
response.

By all means Chicago’s Christmas Ship Commitiee is interested in
your participation in our annual event. Any trees that would come
from Thompson would be given special acknowledgement as such
and would be earmark for special use. We have a formal ceremony
where three families who are chosen to represent all recipient fami-
Tis are presented with trees. This could be an ideal way to spotlight
trees from Thompson. There are also trees that are decorated flank-
ing the barding area of the ship and at places of honor on the ship.

Further, I would appreciate incorporating historical information
from your perspective into our educational outreach curriculum.
Recommendations on accessing any local resources would also be
helpful. I would also be interested in any other ideas you may have.

We look forward to working with you. Please feel freeto contact me
atany time at home 847-297-0755 or my cell 312-405-0755.

Sincerely,

CAPT George Lisner
Chairman, Executive Committee
Chicago’s Christmas Ship

1284 Prairie Avenue
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Laurie,

I'm somoved by all you have going regarding this occasion that | can’t find
much to say. What a ribute, and leaming experience for children. Just when
you think this is ancient history we have pirates in the real world. This ought to
be a lesson for the sailors on the Ctter t00. Since the Commandant of the Coast
‘Guard is from Tucson I'm going to write him a note today and fill him in on the
true meaning of allthis and their part to make it 2 success

o
=
=
S
S
1fyou get a chance for a photo of the Marker site today please send me a.copy? $
S
S
S

My health continues (o stay good however my wifé has had some problems

‘which, fortunately, have seemingly passed. We have many more good days than BECmAB LI O e
the alternative. B o
More to come ... S TS0, AR OSTE3
Y BRLTOTH088
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S 2
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Admiral Thad W. Allen
Commandant US Coast Guard
Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20593

Dear Admiral Allen,

Tuesday, November 25, 2008 will likely be ‘just another day’ for the U. S. Coast
Guard but one thing they are doing that day will make memories for many citizens of
Thompson, MI. In commemoration of the last annual voyage of the Christmas Tree Ship
96 years ago, the Cutter Mackinaw will load 24 trees on at Cheboygan, Mi and deliver
them to Navy pier in Chicago. To quote from the Chair of the Thompson Historical
Marker Committee,

[Each tree was sponsored by a local family in the Thompson area and we have designed
special cards that will be placed on each tree telling about the family who sent it. These
trees will be given to needfil families in the Chicago area. Our committee will be
traveling to Navy Pier and spending three days in Chicago to celebrate.

Saturday, November 22, 2008 was another special day for this occasion and the
Chair sent the following message:

1 just wanted to remind you all that ninety-six years ago today, Captain Herman
Schuenemann and his crew left the harbor at Thompson for his final voyage of Christmas
trees fo Chicago. Christmas wreaths have been placed at the site by Dad, so for those of
you who are local, take a drive down to the site. As you look out at the lake, try to
imagine what the view was like so many years ago.

| have had involvement with the story of the Christmas Tree Ship since the
1970's -nd know first hand the meaning of these current events to the people of the
‘ann area. My personal thanks to you and to the men and women of the
fort making history real and helping mark this occasion.
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:Nex‘ stop was just down the road at the Phil

Hartman property. The trees were magnificent!
* We had tagged the trees several weeks before so
with two chainsaws cutting and the rest of the
B oo hailing, e wire Hone i o e Dan B
Char pruned many of the trees before they were
loaded onto the trailer.
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iw‘hal a great crew we had! Luckily, everyone
came prepared and drove their truck! By the time

we cut the last tree, we had a full trailer and three
full trucks. In less than one hour, we had cut and
pruned 21 trees, loaded them and we were on our
4 way to Pam & Don’s to get them ready for shipping.





