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LITTLE HARBOR
I Taken from Michigan Ghost Towns Vol.III
I . by R.L.Dodge -page 281
L copied by Alex Meron
| 1984

Little Harbor— 1893, population 83. Mail semi-weekly .
Thompson Township, 18 miles southwest of Manistigue.

1905 , post office discontinued. Send mail to Thompson
As told by Ernest Williams of Manistique, April, 1971:

Many years ago(lB87-88) William L. Marble and a man named
Alfred A. Tracy built Little Harbor. Marble later moved to
Gladstone and founded the Marble Arms Co.. who manufactured Marble
gun sights, hunting knives, the "Game Better”, and other things. It
is =till a beautiful harbor ,protected on all sides except a very
narrow passage on the southeast. It has twenty feet of blue water
inside the harbor. Eehind it is the town site along a %0 foot hill
that had a road built along the side.

There were two rows of houses three blocks long with what

was called "The White House" at the end of the street. This was
lived in by Mr. Marble. There was a saw mill and shingle mill
cambined, a good dock, but the lumber and shingle mill were piled
mostly on shore. There was a store and later a pool hall, which was

. built just outside of town. Mr. Marble also made hardwood flooring.
A Mr. Hectrick, a brother-in-law, was the engineer at th mill. The
factory also made lath.

Over the years Little Harbor had two or three owners.
Martin Valentine bought the town and ran it for a few years, as he
had timber close by. He owned the "Mary Ellen Cook", a two-masted
schooer, which he used to deliver his shingles, etc.

Valentine finally said to Isaac BHonifas who, with his
brother, cut timber. His brother was William, or generally called
"Bill". Rill later moved to Watersmeet and became & millionalre in
the pulpwood and lumbering business.

A Mr. Heffeerman was in charge of the mill for the Bonifas
brothers during the last. Hefferman was shiftless. He drove a
driving team and never cleaned the horse stables so the team of
horses was nearly standing on their heads.

drive "nigger" to
drawback to




image2.jpg
shipment. While the machinery was there awaiting shipment, an old
pirate fisherman chiseled all the babbit from the boxes of
machinery and sold it to the junk dealer in Manistigue. I don’t
know what became of the machinery.

There were quite a few families living within a two mile
radius around Little Harbor. These people always celebrated a
circus on the 4th of July. For a few years Shierbecks
(sic-Skerbeck) Circus showed a good one ring circus in Thompson,
and all the local residents took the day off to attend.

Little Harbor residents had to travel to Thompson each year
to vote at election time. Many of the pople were backwoodsmen
without any formal education. One time a father took his son with
him and walked the ten miles into Thompson to vote. The clerk asked
the son if he was 21, and the boy answered, "Yup'!'" He then asked
the boy when he became 21 years old. The boy answered, "Back
sonewheres around rawsberry time'.

Long after Martin Valentine sold out at Little Harbor he
continued cutting timber in the area and lumbered about 200
thousand feet of hemlock which was hauled by sleigh and dumped over
the hill at the harbor to be shipped. During the summer, log
skidways were laid end to end to the lake, making a live rollway. A&
man and team then skidded the logs and two of ws worked rolling the
logs which were decked in the water 16 feet high by hand. Valentine
also furnished the shingle mill at Thompson with cedar logs in
later years.

Someone bought a clearing on top of the hill and fenced it
in. The road has eroded so badly it can’t be used , but it is still
a beautiful natural harbor. There is no evidence remaining to shows
that a town ever existed here.

The post office was closed for the last time on May 14,
1910.
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