A Small Town Brings Up
A Woodcutter’s Six Klds

BY KEN McCORMICK
TH Free Press Statf Welter
. OMPSON — There are six little children
blaying in the five-below-zero cold here who will
testify that that this commumty s heart is as big
as its population is small.
They are the children of Glen Ls.ke, 38, a woodcutter,
Whose wife died two years ago,

Lake fought hard to ralse the youngsters himself the
past two years, but a ‘woodcufter doesn't have much time to
tend children.

A few weeks ago he realized the job was too much for

So for the good of his children, Lake agreed they should
be adopted out—but on his terms.

Lake insisted that they all remain in Thompson, a com-
munity of 200, six miles west of Manistique in the Upper
Peninsula,

The children, ranging in age from three to 13, \wre
taken by three of the families who had watched Lake's

l hopeless fight to keep his family together,
- #* * a
LOOKING AT THE children now, playing together be-
side a modest white cottage, two dogs tagging after them,
it's hard to believe that these are the Lake children,
They look so healthy and happy.

Just a few weeks ago they were strugglmg to live in
their father's rundown farmhouse. They had improper dlcts i
and inadequate clothing.

t the Mrs, Ellen Grimm, 40, and her husband, George, 42, whn .
»d in  Tun a market in Thompson, live in the white cottage. They
[ adopted Lester, 12, Allen, 10, and Arthur, 7,
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Shown above, from left t
right, are Frank Lake, 18, hi-
step-mother, Mrs, Henry Has
tings; Mrs, and Mr, Georg:
Grimm. In front of them ar
their new stepchildren, Allen
10, Arthur, 9 and Lester, 12

At left are Mrs. Walte
Anderson with her new step
son, John, 7, in front of her|
 Anderson holding Lois, 8, an¢
* Carolyn Lake, 15, whose new
guardians and Mr. Hastingi

i MRS, INGRID ANDERSON, 50, and her husband, 55,

after & stone driller, took Lois Ann, 3, and Johnny, 6, into their
home and hearts,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hastings adopted Frank, 13.

The Probate Court, obeying the wnodcutter's wish, re-
fused to let Carolyn, 15, move in with relatives in Lansing,
and so Mr. and Mrs. George Chvala, were accepted as her
guardians,

At the Grimm home, you find that although it has only
been a few weeks, Lester, Allen and Arthur have already
taken the names of their foster parents—as well as posses-
sion of an Irish setter and cocker spamel
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MRS. GRIMM laughs as the. boys bound into the three
easy chairs,

“You let me sit L‘nere." she orders Allen, nddmg gently:
‘“You may sit on my lap.”

The boys grin broadly at her urder, and. scramble to
obey.

“They are wonderful boys,” said Mrs. Grimm, seated
Allen on her lap, “They are wﬂlmg helpera nnd 50 much‘ A
i hl arountd to d tao ch. 'I‘h hel
3 0 do muy ok
M&m :;'opv shnveled Som"hmer they» w?gt?"l;t"

work in the store.”
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SHE PAUSED in her praise of the cln'ldrcn and explaing wo
how mear a thing it was that she and her husbnnd xmght mas,”  said yo(

ter of never have had children, " breatlilessly. "W
drew “It's wonderful to have them P she sa.:d wlth force
luc?:: “Welve always wanted children.”. ) g
fular “Once, when we wanted to adopt some' throngh agencles,  candy,”
| Mr, Grimm found himself back in servlee. He urvcd in . sternly,
| Bew World War II and in Korea,” ! dentist
c::lb Just then the Anderson’s arrived. Andemon, a blg. cheer-

B ful man, was carrying a beautiful little girl, his foster - b their
et gaughter, Lois. His new son. Johnny. tagged along behind :
. im

Pointing to Johnny’s fur ha %) An rson said' .

d The Anderson chﬂaren wer
ritish winter clothes. ¥
' nored  “We weren't fartunnb
 vered enough to have a family,”
' | and Anderson said. “But this
1 en- the second pair of ¢
| we've taken to raise,
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