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PTONEER WOMEN TEACIERS OF MICHIGAN
- ADELINE WAGER
By Alice M. Sheaffer, Virginia Manerva Johnson and Virginia Hoffhines

Contributed by International Delta Kappa Gamma Society - Alpha Mu‘Chapter

Miss Adeline Wager decided to retire in 1952, after many years in the
Grosse Pointe School System, the hue and cry was great! Parents, teachers,
and children were dismayed to learn that their beloved Miss Wager was leav-
ing her career as a Kindergarten teacher. Parents whose older children
had her as & teacher said vehemently of their younger child, "but Susie or
Frankie just must have Miss Wager.” Kerby school parents dedicated their
TNl NBIRT AR meeting of the year to her. BDert Wicking, President of the
Board of Education, paid tribute to her for her outstanding work for more
than a quarter of a century in the Grosse Pointe Schools. Miss Wager was
presented with a silver service and orchids, and Mr. Wicking said, in part,
“It is impossible for us to estimate the gocd qualities of character and
citizenship that she has instilled ir cnildren and the important role she
has played in the development of the lives of these young people. We do
know, however, that her influence has beer great.”

The reasons for the widespread regret at the loss of this veteran
teacher were many; first, she is an outstanding kindergarten teacher -
she loves and understands five-year-clds as few people do, second, her
greatest characteristic is gentléness, with a quiet smile, soft voice,
and a patient, even temperament - and these are qualities most desired in
a kindergarten teacher. She is tall and slender, with very blue eyes with
& permanent twinkle, and always wears lovely, tailored clothes in soft
blues, greys, and dark red.

Miss Wager's parents immigrated from Sweden to Michigan's Upper Pen-
insula, where she was born and raised in the little town of Thompson.
When she entered school at the ege of seven, she could speak only a few
words of English. How bewildered and lonely she felt when her father
left for she could not understand the teachers or her classmates. Her
early school experiences show a sharp contrast between today's discipline
and that of earlier days. A classmate, George, was severely whipped with
a birch switch in front of all the pupils. As the teacher struck the lad
a twig broke off and hit anocther child in the eye. There was no severe
injury, fortunately, nor eay parental protest! Miss Wager remembers vi-
vidly the pranks her classmztes pleyed. Alice, who sat behind her, could
cravl under the seats and poke the children in the legs with a long hat
pin. Though the youngsters screamed, the teacher never learned what hap-
pened. On April Fool's Dey some of the bhoys would ba most generous with
their bags of candy. As the children bit into this treat they discovered
it was a cruel joke - not the anticipated candy but hunks of tobacco cov-
ered with chocolate. The day following Hallowe'en many pupils were late
at the little school at Thompson for they depend=2 upon the ringing of
tne school bell to warn them. Every year, however, pranksters would climb
up to the bell tower and tie the rops 50 the bell could not ring the next
day.
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_l month term. Her first school was two and a half miles from town which she
walked morning and evening because in those days only the wealthy could
afford automobiles. Were rugged - deep snow and bitter cola
made the five mile trek very long. One Monday morning, after a severe
Snowstorm, she hired a horse and cutter to take her to school. When half

way there the drifts were so deep the horse and driver turned back, but

Miss Wager struggled through the drifts to school. Frequently there was-
n't any fire built vhen she arrived - the fermer boy whose chore it was had
overslept, so she had to build the fire. All eight grades were i_n her
school, but eighth graders received much of the teacher's time and atten-

tion in those days, for frequently a teacher was Judged by the success or

failure of these children. all eighth graders had to pass state examina-

and much time was spent on Preparation for

tions at the county courthouse,
these important tests._
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on to ez i than moved to EBagt Jordan where she nct <nly
espensibilicy of the principelship, = x
rcm the Grosse Pointe News of May 22,
L)

thias intereat quote: “Bhe 5 offered a kinderasrteﬁ?positicn
¥

Grosse Zointe % rejected it when the superintendent wrote that

gigament would be in Grosse Pointe “Farms.® She admits that the =oxd

Weayma® ceused her to turn Gown this offer because she hed elready had

enough experiencas in ferming comminities. She did accept the positicon -
yhen ohe learned thet the community was actually urben in character and
not tural. “Here she became en outstanding and beloved tescher but fourd
+ime o write two tooks for kindergarten children. Though guiet azd un-
nasuming, her cpinions end contributions showed deep thinking =nd care-
Tully thougut-out decisicns.
Now +that she has retired, she is leading a pleaszaat, relexad life.

In the spring and summer months, she lives in the family home ir Thermzson
vhere the gardens end iz thrilled by spring's awakening se&ch year. During
he winter she lives in Florida where she does oil painting, sight-se=ing

and enjoys new frifnds.
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